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It is a proud privilege on my part to declare that the College enters 54th year
of its existence. We fondly remember the labour and great sacrifice of those who
made it possible for this institution of higher learning to come up. The college
which came into existence on 7th September, 1959 would not have what it is to-
day without the sacrifice of late Sukdev Goswami, the founder principal, founder
teachers, office staff and first batch of students. I also acknowledge the hardship
and stewardship of Late Kandarpa Deva Goswami, Late Abdul Hye, Dr. N.C.
Barman, N.N. Saikia, Jitendra Nath Bora, R.C. Bora, R.C. Deka, S. Ojah and N.
C. Nath who have done much for the growth of this institution.

The College during its 53 years of
existence has progressed step by step in its
academic side, co-curricular activities and
infrastructure development. The College has
at present full-fledged Arts and Science
streams with a student strength of 1599 and
a staff, both teaching and non-teaching, of
about 108. The College offers Major Course
in 16 subjects and General course in 20
subjects. The College has a centre for
Institute of Distance Open Learning (IDOL)

under Gauhati University that offers M.A. courses in 10 subjects and Post
Graduate Diploma Courses in 10 subjects. It also runs B.A., B.C.A. & B.Sc. (IT)
courses under this scheme. It also runs UGC financed vocational courses in
subjects like Fashion Designing, Computer Application etc. It also runs self-
financing PGDCA and BCA course under Gauhati University. It has also some
career oriented programmes like Electronic Instrument Maintenance and
Diploma in Computer Application etc. The College has also received nod from
UGC to open certificate course in Bio-informatics and Web Designing. UGC is
also generous enough to release financial grant to open M.Sc course in Herbal
Science and Technology in the college.

The College campus though small having only 8 bigha land is dotted with
varieties of flower and decorative trees that lend it beauty and serenity, conducive
to teaching and learning process. It has 17 buildings, 2 cycle stands, one canteen,
one computer center, a playground having Basketball Court. The College has two
girls hostels where more than 70 borders are staying at present. The College
completed the second floor of the Administrative Building of its own source.
Another extension of the Library building has been taken into hand to house
growing number of books which is about 45 thousand now. The College also



completed its extension work of Chemistry building with financial grant from the State
Government and UGC. Moreover five digital class rooms are arranged in Botany, Zoology
Chemistry, Physics and Geography Dept. with LCD and Interactive Board ﬁl('f[l'{l‘(_;_y. = (:m;’
modern sitting facilities are affixed in the digital class rooms. The college (;pened its language
laboratory in the last session where ten students can take language n'a'ininq, The college has
constructed an Indoor sports complex of more than 6000 square feet m.e; gy gm”; .
UQC. The college proposes to construct one soft floor-cum-gymnasium in the next L_s‘()S i 0 .
which the work has already started. The College has excelled during last some years in its
acader.nic side. During this time result of the College is also encoumg;‘ng_ P stsilanite -
class in final year degree examinations in 2012 and pass percemaqé is above m;-ive.rsitv
average. But the college is not complacent with its academic result. B :
To improve its academic result, the College begins remedial coaching in certain subjects
];Ol’s‘;’;zee:;}ji};fi belonging to marginalized section of the -5'06'1'?{1’. Entry in service classes are
UGe s category students. And both these are run with the financial assistance from
e Ry T e sl el e
level seminar in the mopg, y JO "8 P gs etc. It organized a national
The Colle of June, 2012. |
Students the Gfaraifi;::’;g 3 .V'I'vekananda Study Centre which aims at familiarizing the
There is q radition and Culture.
Ambedkar. 4 Hu;c;g,:e};if Z’; Ambed/far Study ﬂj’af dwel 1.3‘ 0;; I/ie philosophy a‘nd visia-:)n of
of UGC Women Study Ci ’ Centr-e is also working ac; Ol:’ 50 ‘é‘é,;)c. ; I am Pmud of the activities
socio-economic survey to}}t‘re. W Cengenas al_so 4 ,O};i (; Sig “d’ban village and undertaken
improve their condition Tl:d B {he S_tatus of its ;:7 ja ;’a” ) a;; / suggest ways and means 10
interests last yeqr. [t als.o e publication c‘ell of t ekcoh -e'ge publis e d 1% Hgoks oF varfed
Bezbarua to commemop Pro.Poses fo }?ublzsh 4 books this year including one on Lakhminath
The College pro ate his 150th birth anmversc'?ry. .
session and firthey it;'D .:);;e; ., S.tart w4 z‘n.novgi‘tve. .S“flldem‘-Oi'lenfe.d. Drogrmn'mes in this
Common Room, encour e‘nrﬁtendly activities like giving more, facilities in Boy's and Girls’
interacting with, them ﬁeaglng them _to par-tzctpate If’! CO-?urrlc"ular and social activities,
It is heartening 1, nored gutently to elicit their suggesnoz f;)} the improvement o ffh.e College
sports and NCC activitiesa T’Zany of our studenf‘s brought laurels .,0 C_‘O o fi Rt g B
the membership of Vg (L Colh.ege too desires to encourage its fo b o i
Jfor improvemeny Ofacadumfu Association and form a Parents Organization to e siggesiion
At present our Cojj, em'lc and corporate life of the Cc.)llege,
of our teaching staff, S;,ieeis. one of the leading C-'ollege:sg mn Aé;afj;; I hope under the dedication
will of Alumni, Parens Gulty;foﬂice Stajf‘Lzbrary Htaﬁf C.J;l :Wo"k of our students, good
infrastructure and geq djemica; laf.?S.and public the. College wz‘ rise to a new height both in
I solicit the co-operation of all to join us on our march to achieve

excellence.
OE)MNND
(_‘

(Da. S. U\ Alrned)

Principal
A.D.P. College, Nagaon
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"What's that light far away ?"

"That's the bonfire, and that's a Khasi
village, 'Smit' or something like that, is its name.
May be 'Litekar' or Lum Siam.

"Don't you know for sure ?"

"It was quite long back. Forgotten a few
things, so...."

"What's going on there 2"

"It's festive night today."

"Nongkrem dance ?"

"No, this is not perhaps the time of
Nongkrem dance. May be it's Shad Shuk
Mynsieul. Or maybe some other festival."

"And what sound is that 7"

"That's the Dhol the drum - and flute,

accompaning the song, can your hear ? That is
the beat of the guitar."

"Is that the guitar beat 2"

: "It may be Dotara. A Khasi instrument. Just
like the Spanish guitar."

n kl
. It’s so pleasant to listen to it from a
distance."

"And %he light of the little bonfires too look
very beautiful from far away. As you climb a

>2>20%%

They Too

Climbed the Hill

Sourav Kumar Chaliha

Translated by Neeta Sharma
Assistent professer

L]
little more, down below in the valley, you can see
innumerable dots of tiny lights, millions and millions
of dotted lights."

"What is that ?"

"That is Shillong."

"Do you know every nook and corner of this
hill 2 Do you know how to reach that village 2*

"I don't know everything, just know a little.®

"This is the hill you wrote to me about ?

And you used to come all alone to climb it 2%

"This is the hill I wrote to you about.
Sometimes when I missed you intensely, I used to
come and climb this hill. Initially T didn't come
alone. I came with Biva, Niva and others for
morning walks. Quite early in the morning. Later
on I could know the hill all alone by myself."

"Then Biva, Niva were quite young, weren't
they ?"

"Six years and eight years. Now they are
grown ups. That was five years back."

"Are you tired ?"

"No, not at all."

"Can you climb a little more ?"

" can, I can. I also want to see the lights of



your Shillong."

"Whenever I come to this hill, I am
reminded of a story which I read long back. 1
don't remember the story but only its name, "They
Climbed the Hill."

"They Climbed the Hill', What a beautiful
name !"

"I thought about you, I thought, you and me
too would climb a hill. We'll climb the highest and
the most friendly hill. Never thought, it would be
possible sometime."

"But today I am climbing the hill along with
you."

"Yes, but I still can't believe it, still can't
believe that we can thus keep climbing a hill. 1
don't want to climb the hill alone, I don't want the
hill alone, I want you too with me in the hill, just
as I want its rocks, pebbles, streams, grass and its
pine trees."

"The hill belongs to you, its streams and its
pine trees are yours too."

"One of my wishes has been fulfilled today."

"And the other wish ?"

"I don't dare to make the other wish. It's a
five year old wish. Still I want to have that wish,
but now-a-days I cannot dare to, I've no right.
Can you see something ?"

"No, I can't. What is it ?"

"Yes, it's gradually getting dark. Can't see
anything clearly. It will be foggy after sometime.
Can you hear the sound of pebbles under your
feet ?"

"I can."

"And the sound of the wind blowing through
the pine trees?"

"Yes,"

"And the sound of the cicada somewhere 7"

"Is that the sound of cicada ?"

"I'm not sure, but it seems to be cicada's"

"I can hear that too."

"I remember the name of a book of
Japanese poems "Full Moon and Cicada's Voice;"
Today there is no moon in the sky. But there are
stars."

"Full Moon and Cicada's Voice. Beautiful
name. You have read a lot."

"And have written too. Do you remember
my letters five years ago ? How sometimes I
used to come to Shillong making the excuse of
going to aunt's place, and think about you here."

"I remember. You had written, that you sat
on a rock on the hill just before it was getting
dark. Down below in the valley ran a stream like
a thick rope, the stilly silence of the hilly evening
was filled with the murmurring sound of the
flowing stream; for hours and hours there was not
a human being to be seen, only now and then a
woodcutter with a bundle of wood on his shoulder
would emerge from a corner of the hill and walk
down the zig-zag lane by your side to disappear
below in the valley and this hill, stream and pine
trees - the noisy wind blew all over your thoughts
and desires, your hair and the scarf of your neck
were constantly entangled and disordered by the
blowing wind."

"You remember very well. Those thoughts
and desires have not died away, but now I don't
have the courage for them as I had before, I have
no right... Feeling cold ?"

"No, the wind is not chilly, it is pleasant
rather. Have you brought your scarf ?"

"Yes, will you take my overcoat ?"

"No need."

"] can hear the sound of pebbles and grass
under your shoes."

"Will there be this sound of the grass, when
it is foggy at night ?"

"No, there won't be such sound at night.
Have you heard the name of U SoSo Tham ?"

"U SoSo Tham ? Haven't heard. Is it a
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Khasi name ?

"A Khasi poet. He is dead. You reminded me of
one of his poems :

"Dew-drops shine in the morning

I too will go far away from home

in search of pearls

Away from home my heart will be in pain
Then my accumulated tears

Will be my pearls"

Even I, during the last five years, have wandered
so much away from home... You tripped again. Hold

my hands. Just two more hillocks, then you can see a
beautiful thing."

"Lights of Shillong ?"

"No. A different light. It is quite an old light. May
be it is still there.”

"What ? What is it 2"

"You'll know soon. Come on, hold my hand. We
have to climb a little more."

"Come."

"I want to know so much, what's that light. I am
very curious."

"Just a little far away."

"Why don't you fulfil] your wish ?

During tl'le last few years I've refused you at least
four to five times. I wag compelled to ; but now I'm

with you, today I'm climbing your hil]

I .
S along with

"True, and after refusing so many times, at last you
had said to me, 1 shouldnot entertain such desires
which neither have the assurance nor the promise to be
fulfilled ever and 1 had told you, alright. So shall it be."

" a
True. I had said so under circumstancial pressure
Under pressure of circumstances "

"Yes, that's true even."
"Would you stick to those words of mine 9"

"Would you like if T did not stick to it ? I had given
you my word."

qf >>3053

"O' you had given me your word. You!
definitely stick to your promise....how farisi®
so much desire to know what light that is."

"Just a little. Till then once again listen to %
sounds of the drum and guitar in the distant Kkt
village. Our stories and their songs and the sosd
of cicada, the twinkling light of the Moon a8
millions and millions of still and silent stars...he®
we've arrived, just climb up this hillock, se
through in between these two pine trees - can y&s
see 7"

"Yes, | can see. A star. A beautiful star.”

"See how it waits in between the pine trees
Sometimes the star moves away from there, thes
I've to move to some other rock or somewhes
else, then the star emerges like this in betwess
two pines. Sometimes the star rises very high o
goes down below; that day I can by no meass
bring it back to its original position."

"Then you must be feeling very bad ?"

"Then I feel very bad."

"It's such a beautiful star!"

"My star, my light, my entity. Your star."

"My star ?"

"Its you star. I give the star to you."

"Thank you. So from now on it is my
property? I can use it as I wish! Will he listen &
me ?"

"Why won't he ? He can give up his life fos
you, if necessary,"

"Yes, it's a star that you’ve me. It Wil
definitely listen to me and if need be it Wik
sacrifice its life too."

"You gave me my hill, I gave you your star
Tonight is the night of festivities in the Khas
village. Today the voice of cicada, the murmurring
sound of the stream and the whistling sound of the
wind blowing through the pines, all have bees
subdued by the echoing sound of the songs Sung



by young Khasi boys and girls and by the music
of guitar and beatings of the drum. Today, is the
day of merriment and joy for the Khasis, tonight,
is their night of acheivements; today, the light of
the sky is full of stars, lights of the city, all have
been dimmed by the light of thousands and
thousands of bonfire; today and now, the bodies
of the Khasi young men and women are
swinging in excitements; their hands and legs are
moving spontaneously to the beats of music; today
and now, the beating of drums are getting faster
and faster; today and now, I give you your star
which I had long preserved for you, my desire of
giving it to you has been fulfilled...."

"And the desire of wanting from me ? Why
don't you fulfill your desire of wanting from me
on

"I've already told you, I can no more have
that desire, for it, I need a certainty of promise, I
want the assurance that my wish will be fulfilled,
a definite assurance—"

"How can you be assured ? What can give

you the promise of what you want ?"

"] can't say. [ don't know."

"Am I not that promise ?"

"No, you're not that promise, because it’s
your promise which I need too. Something else,
something else."

"Something else ? Ok, then it's something
else. After sometime we will climb the highest
peak of the hill, the lights of Shillong will be
before our eyes, we will return again, back to our
lives. Before that, once again look at the distant
lights of festivity, once again listen to those
dancing beats, the music of fulfillment of desires -
this is the music of the fulfillment of your desires,
I am its promise, only I can give you your desired
assurance - your desired assurance whether you
agree or disagree, I know that if you wish
something while looking at, a star falling from the
sky, your wish is fulfilled. Look, look! How my
star is falling from the sky, in between the two
pine trees, how he is giving up his life for
me...."H

This story is the translated version of Saurav Kumar Chaliha’s “Sihateo Pahar Bogale”
(Fizres #1215 391ee1’) , Published as an obitury, in the memory of the great writer.
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R. K. NARAYAN : ASTUDY IN NARRATIVE TECHNIQUE

R. K. Narayan : A Study in Narra-
tive Technique traces the narrative tech-

in narrative art he improved to be a mas-
ter story-teller, successfully transmiting his
message through design. This book is not
only a study of the author’s novelistic art
but also a handbook on the art of novel.
The art of the novel has been discussed in
a simple, lucid and perceptive manner, eas-
ily comprehensible to the common reader
and different aspects of this have been il-
lustrated with on analysis of Narayan’s

work.

i '. R%Nafajan

niques involved in Narayan’s fifteen nov- |
els and how from a stiff-necked amateur |

A Study i Narative Techuique

: _Nityauandu Pattanayak

Dr. Nityananda Pattayanak
Publisher : Addhyan Publishers
& Distributors,

Dariyaganj, New Delhi - 110002
1%t Edition - 2012, PP- 290

Price - Rs. 795/-

INSURGENCY, COUNTER INSURGENCY AND ISSUES OF
HUMAN RIGHTS

: o O This book is a collection and compilation of articles related to the very

point.

sensitive issues of insurgency and human rights. The primary issue of discussion
in this book is an account of the latest social movements and upheavals of the
north-eastern part of India, with special reference to Assam. The book is a
_ sincere attempt to discuss a significant phase of Assam and North-East’s social
history in the recent past taking the cardinal issue of human rights as the central

The collection comprises of essays on 'Terrorism in India and the
Gandhian Method by Adil Ul Yasin from Dibrugarh University; Counter
Terrorism : Police Response and Human Rights by Harekrishna Deka, Ex
DGP, Assam Police; Seperatist Militants and Contentious Politics in Assam,
India by Sanjib Baruah, Prof, of Pol. Science, Bard College New York; The
Human Rights Movement and North-East India : The Challenges Ahead by

andlta Haksar well known human rights' lawyer, campaigner and writer; Conflict Situation in Manipur
and Women by A K. Singh from Manipur University; Human Rights of Adivasi Women in 21st century by
Gopa Joshi, a social thinker and human rights activist from Ranjas College, University of Delhi etc.
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It has been edited by Arindam Borkataki 399/ Omlye hook.has 232 pages and TS
and published by Krantikaal Prakashan on behalf '
of ADP College Publication Cell, Nagaon. The
book has 319 pages and its price is Rs. 399/- only.
It can serve as a guide book for research scholars
pursuing research on issues related to insurgency
and human rights.

WOMEN

O PERSPECTIVES  BISHOY VIVEKANANDA
eI ELANI BAKTITA

::Elr.:rr;h;lmmi.\ : It is collection of lectures delivered during? |
ARINDAM BORKATAKI . series of UGCsponsored lecture programme

e organized by Vivekananda Study Centre, ADP
As the title suggests, this book is a collection College, Nagaon. The book has been compiled and |
of essays and articles on various issues related to  edjted by Archana Talukdar and published by
women like feminism, exploitation, sexual  Krantikaal Prakashan on behalf of ADP Colleg
harrashment, women trafficking, empowerment-  Publication Cell, Nagaon, Assam.

|

i

political, social and economic, Impact of conflict The book includes lectures and papers related i
i
|

situations on women, Domestic Violence, to Swami Vivekananda's views on various subjects
Lesbianism, Bisexuality etc. like creation of numerology, human rights, universal

Some very prominent human rights activists, ~ brotherhood, world religious conference, educatiot
lawyers, social workers have contributed to this  and its reforms contribution in moulding a students
collection like Urvashi Butalia (Women and Conflict personality etc.

In South Asia); Jasodhara Bagchi (Secularism as Paper for the collection has been contributed
Identity : The Case of Tagore's Gora); GopaJoshi by Dr. S.K. Deka, Tezpur University, Dr. R.N. Pal, |
(Human Rights of Adivasi Women in 21st century);  Vivekananda Kendra, Tezpur, L.C. Devsarma,
Vasudha Nagraj (Custody of Children in a Broken ~ North Lakhimpur, B.K. Bora, Moriani College et¢.
Marriage : Issues of Law and Gender); Lianboj The book has 92 pages.
Vaiphei (Political Empowerment of Women in
India's North-East) etc.

The book has been jointly edited by Neeta

Sharma and Arindam Borkataki and has been BISHOY : NAARI'
published by Krantikaal Prakashan on behalf of
b 89 e blication Cell The hook can EEove This book is a collection of articles on women

;Ocht:ja::efﬁ:‘s}.land ani g}l: ideb.OOk for research and feminism, compiled and edited by Dr. Ajit Bharali
resear ? .

B ait Tesrids o iesues elated o and Dr. Rajita Kalita and has been published by

e Krantikaal Prakashan on behalf of

>>3053




ADP College Publication Cell, Nagaon,
Assam.

The book is an interesting collection of
essays on various topics related to the status of
women and her existence in present society. It
touches on the historical root of feminism and its
origin and also the issues of women liberalization,
feminism in Assam, women's contribution to the
society in 20th century, Women and Law, Women
Exploitation and Indian Law, Life of a Village
Women, Slutwalk etc.

Many prominent personalities like - Dr. GP.
Sharma, Ex HOD, of English Dept., GU.; Dr. M.
Hazarika, Kanoi College, Dibrugarh; Dr. U.R.
Hakasham, G.U.; Dr. Anjali Sharma, Ex HOD,
Handique College; Nirupama Borgohain,
prominent writer; Dr. A. Guha, prominent writer
etc. have contributed to this collection.

The book has 252 pages and its cost is Rs.
150/- only.

SPECTRUM

'Spectrum' has been edited by Dr. Abu
Hanifa, ex-HOD Dept. of Physics, ADP College,
Nagaon. This book is a collection of articles on
topics related to science and higher education. It
has been published by the principal, Dr. S.U.

Ahmed on behalf of the Publication Cell. A.D.P.
College, Nagaon, Assam

The book is basically a collection of papers
presented during seminars and lectures.

The book constitutes of articles on very
important topics related to science like Green
Chemistry Science Education, Nanoscale Science
and Technology for sustainable Developments,
New Theory of Gravitation etc. Topics in the higher
education sector include, semester system at
undergraduate level, crisis in Higher Education etc.

Writers like R.K. Sharma from Delhi
University Dr. T.D. Goswami from G.U. K.D.
Krori, well known from physicist, Dr. Brajen Rai
Choudhury of [IT Guwahati etc. have contributed
their valuable articles to this collection.

The book has 88 pages and costs Rs. 100/
- only.

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar
Messiah of the Dalits

Edited by Sabita Devi

The book has been edited by Sabita Devi
and has been printed and published by Nagaon
Krantikaal Prakashan on behalf of A.D.P. College
Publication Cell, Nagaon. The principal of the
college. Dr. S.U. Ahmed is the publisher.

The book throws light not only on the vibrant
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personality of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar but also present
articles on social and political philosophies and
opinions. Many prominent educationalists like
Prof. P. Seshadri from Mumbai university, Dr.
Ramesh Kamble also from Mumbai University,
Dr. V. Bijukumer from NEHU Shillong, Prof. Md.
Shabbir, Director. Dr. Ambedkar chair for legal
studies and Research. Aligarh Muslim University
have contributed to this collection.

The book has 237 pages and is priced at
Rs. 200/- only.

MOHANAR
PORA
MAHATMALOI

R EGE R R PTG

This book is a short biography of M.K.

sections. The first six sections throw light on varios
aspects of Gandhi's life - his childhood &
education, his tenure in South Africa as a barise
his philosophy and ideals, his stint with Assamaa
its people and his attitude towards women &
students.

The final section of the book is a compilaties
of condolence messages and speeches on the dest
of Gandhi, by many prominent personalitiesns
only of India but from the world over. They includ
- I. L. Nehru, Sardar Patel. Rajagopalachari, S
Arobindo, Sarojini Naidu, King Geogre VI, Pet
S. Buck, Liaquat Ali Khan etc.

The book comprises of 80 pages and its pa
is Rs. 100/- only.

AMBEDKARBAD BANAM
SAMAJIK PARIBORTTAN

This book is a translated version of Rajme!
Singh Raj's original book in Hindi. The bookhn:
been edited by Dr. Sohanpal Sumankhyar an
translated into Assamese by Binu Laskar Thakurs
who is the Secretary of Nagaon District branch ¢!
"Tndia Dalit Literacy Academy. It has bees
published by Dr. S.U. Ahmed, Principal, AD
College, on behalf of ADP College Ambedks
Study Centre.

The book contains eleven chapters which
starts with ancient social system. There are chaptes

Gandhi, written by Dr. Abu Hanifa, Nagaon
Assam. It has been published by the Principal,
Dr. S.U. Ahmed on behalf of the Publication Cell
of A.D.P. College, Nagaon Assam.

The book has been divided into seven

on Caste system, Social Reforms, Ambedkar’s
philosophy of life, Dalit literature and Constitution.
New Educational and Economic Policies etc.

The book has 89 pages and its pricesisRs
50/- only.
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Pranjal Hazarika

Hlman rights has been existed in india since The ancient period---ther Vedic and Epic
anicient times, though it takes different ~ period

hapes and forms to transform in the The basis of ancient human rights
present form of human rights jurisprudence.From Junsprudence inindia was Dharma. It aimed at
ancient times, the establishment of a
principles like socio-legal order free

from traces of conflicts,
exploitations, and
miseries. The natural law
so revealed in the Vedas,
Puranas, and the epic
like Ramayana and
Mahabharata was
extolled by the mystics,
saints, philosophers and
a theory of higher poets of that time. The
moral law. The root of concern for
concept of Dharma human rights in that
have governed all civil, religious, social and all other ~ period may be traced to religion. The prime
actions of man in society, be it king or her subjects.  importance of human rights was aptly summed up
The evoltution of human rights jurisprudence in  in the ancient indian legacy of "Vashudhaiva -
india can be categorized into several periodsas ~ Kutumbakam" means we are all human family. The
mentioned below- Rigvedaalso offered three civil rights that include

justice, rights,
liberty has been an
intregral part of
indian traditional
culture. More then
five thousand years
ago, the indian
philosophers and
thinkers expounded
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Tana(body) , skridhi (dwelling place) and Jibhahi(
life).
Development in the first part of the BC---
-beginning of the historical period
Since the beginning of the 1st century BC,
human rights as concrete form had beagn to
develop in india.. The Ancient law giver Manu
laid down elaborate rules for the guidance of the
king. According to Manu king must protect and
promote the law. Kautilya, the author of the
famous political treatise Arthasastra ( 4th centuiry
BC) not only affirmed and elaborated civil and
legal rights of the citizens but also added a number
of economic rights. In that period, the people
were taught to propagate revolt aginst an
aggessive ruler. The duty of the king according
to him is to protect thrrights of the people and to
secure their dignity and honour of the subjects.
Panyn the great grammarian of the 5th century
BC interpretated Dharnma as an act of religious
merit, custom and usages.He held that the king
should protect the citizens against disorder and
anarchy. Thus during that period when the concept
of human rights was utterly pathetic and abstract

in European States, India set a high standard for
human rights juridprudence,

The rise of Budhism

The rise of Buddhism and Jainism in the
6t1.1 century BC also to a great extend refresh the
principles of human rights in India. These religious
movements started as a reaction to the downfall
of the hum_an rights jurisprudence in that period.
These tradition with their emphasis on the value
of egalitarianism hit at the very roots of the caste
System. Asoka the Great carried forward the
legacy of the Budhist tradition and successfully
gstablished awelfare state. The high standard of
rights and liberties in that period can be accertained
through the writings of Chinese travelers Fahein

a!nd Hieuen Tsang, who visited India during that
time.

4 >>3088

Contribution of islamic tradition

The Islamic tradition of human ngt
jurisprudence became evident in the mediavalas
Being inspired by the tenants of the Holy Koss
preached universal brotherhood, justs
compassion and equality. Its finest mainifesss
was in the era of Ahbar the great (1555-16%
He professed equlity. universal brothers
reconciliation and liberalism as the polig
statecraft. The Bhakti and Sufi traditionsin®s
own unique ways popularise the idea of unives
brotherhood. In other wwords, it revives &
regenrated the cherished indian value of &
righteousness. justice and morality.

Development in the British period—#&
emergence of western concept of human rights

The philosophy of human rights in themod*
and western sense developed during the cos
of British rule. The resisitence to foreignrule™
manifested in the form of demand of fundems
freedoms and civil and political rights for the peo
of india. The concrete demand for fundemes
rights came in the wake of the National Movens
started by Indian National Congress whichw
established in 1985.

The Karachi Session of the Congressin I¥*
adopted a detailed programme on fundemes®
rights with the demand for it to be includedin®
Government of India Act 1935. In 1945, I&
bahadur Sapru Ccommittee stressed the need &
a written code of fundemental rights. Theres
was the forceful demand of the Constitue!
Assembly to include human rights in the constite
of Independent India.

The promulgation of the new constitution®
the Independent India by the people of India®
January 1950 is a important milestone in &
evolution of human rights perspective inindia. T
PREAMBLE , THE FUNDEMENTALRIGHT®
and the DIRECTIVE PRINCIPLES OF STAT*
POLICY together provide the basic humanright
for the people of of independent india at present



SRI SRI ANIRUDDHADEY

AND

BHIMA BHOI
MEN BEHIND DIVINITY

.K.Narayan in his
R;Fhe Guide has
hown how

unflinching faith of simple
villagers forced god-head
on an earthly man who with
all sincerity and humility
made efforts from core of
his heart to redeem
mankind from scourge of
Nature. The sincerity was
so decisive that the man
undertook a twelve days
fast and during the period
he suffered hallucination

and slumped into coma while still believing that
God responded to his prayer. During the twelve
days period, a carnival atmosphere grew at the
spot, the man was associated with miraculous

Nityananda Pattanayak

21 J.‘;,,l_'-‘-'"‘;'fli'l_..‘k“.: ‘.

his selfish ends.

In all ages and all places divinity is attributed to
religious preachers to draw simple minds to their
faith to swell the sectarian following. In the process

power and divinity was
bestowed on him. In the
process, people
overlooked his good act
even at the cost of his life
that he did despite his
criminal and sensual
background. The gullible
villagers enveloped in
mystery his act of sacrifice
taking him as an incaration
of god. People
downplayed his conviction,
human feelings and
commitment rising above
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there results an irrational/improper understanding
of aman who otherwise would have been studied
from historical, cultural and sociological
perspectives. Though religion often appears to be
clouded in divine mysteries, it is in reality a very
earthly phenomenon and its secrets can be
explored by the analysis of the society we live in.
Religion is the ideological reflex of the real world
and its form is determined by the structure of that
world.

There are many miracles and mysteries
associated with Aniruddhadev(1553-1626), a
Vaisnava preacher of medieval Assam and Bhima
Bhoi (1850-1895), a tribal saint poet and
preacher of Mahima dharma in Odisha. These no
doubt give them divine colour but at the same time
stand in the way of proper understanding of their
work and achievements. Aniruddhadev is an upper
caste Hindu but who for his zeal in establishing an
egalitarian society worked among the tribals and
subaltern groups and cleansed them many of their
superstitions, ill practices and bolstered their
courage. Bhima Bhoi, a illiterate person belonging
to the Kondh tribe of western Odisha codified
the teachings ofhis guru Mahima Swami in poetic
lmguage, gaveitphilosophical leaning and excelled
asasaint poet putting stress on gender equality,
ab(?lltion of caste and class distinction.
Aniruddhadev is a crusader against feudalism,
fought against exploitation perpetrated by higher
caste and higher class and priestly class on
marginals and Bhima Bhoi, a true humanitarian,
gave ameaning to the life of many encouraging
tl'lem to over come all the odds in life. This paper
aims at situating both these persons in historical
perspective, divesting them of their god-head. It

also aims at comparing their radical attitudes
towards life and society.

Aniruddhadev's achievement and contribution
can be compared with Bhima Bhoi, a latter 19th
century saint poet of Odisha who preached
Mahima Dharma, what the followers call Saatya
Svadhin Mahima dharma, in the mode] of Hindu

TREAL >>3058

Sanatana dharma. Numerous lore and miracks =
associated with him. that he had divine paes
power, though he was born blind, thathe hads
genital organs yet he could beget children, thets
had healing power. he had the power to bis
childless couples with children, that he wass
incarnation of Radha etc.

Notwithstanding all these let us lookatb=
as a crusader against ills of the times, a champs
of gender equality and an eco concern personss
a philosophical poet with full of compassion, pt
and human feeling. Before taking up all theses
little discussion on the times will be rewarding®
put him in proper perspective.

Of all Vaisnava preachers in Assam, perhas
Aniruddhadev (1553-1626) after Sankarades
has had far reaching effect on social and polite
life of the people. The two aspecis &
Sankaradeva's teaching belief in and submiss&
to one supreme God, and rejection of cast
distinctions as an attempt to create a unified socie?
of universal brotherhood was, however, not like
by the Ahom feudal system. This, therefore, brovug®
the movement spearheaded by Sankaradevain®
conflict with the Ahom royalty as they demands
undivided submission of the subject populatios
Thus the state looked at the movement, almost froe
the beginning with much suspicion and fores
Sankaradeva and his disciple Madhavadeva®
leave the Ahom kindom to take shelter in Koe*
kingdom that had kamrup a part. So Vaisnavis®
spread in Kamrup by the untiring efforts &
Sankaradeva, Madhavadeva, Damodardevaax
Gopaldeva, though the latter two had creats
schisms. These divisions along with the divisios
made by Purushottam Thakur and Mathurads
Burha Ata were popularly called sanghati.

Though Kamrup was influenced b
Vaisnavism Upper Assam, the heartland of the
Ahom kingdom largely inhabited by kaibbartasand
tribes like Maran, Matak and other societies ¢!
similar social positions remained almostout ofis
hold till last part of 16th century. It was



Aniruddhadeva, a disciple of Gopaldeva who
began to preach among the fishermen community
living in Majuli, a part of Ahom kindom which was
carried forward by his son Jagatananda. Thus
Aniruddhadeva defied restrictions of Ahom rulers
and began proselytizing. Marked by absence of
idol worship and system of celibacy in the sect,
the satras of the kal Sanghati formed by themselves
aclass different in structural forms and ideological
bases from the others of'its class as institutions.
This Sanghati was despised and looked down
upon by others with predominantly brahmanical
elements and brahmanised state at the back.
Aniruddhadeyv strictly retained the saint's stand of
embracing the downtrodden and eradication of
caste prejudices. His teachings were so strong on
his followers that these marginalized people of the
Ahom Kindom after about 150 years dared to
fight with the Ahom rulers reposing their faith on
guru and were able to destroy feudalism.
Aniruddhadeva's literary talent is also to be
recognized. The talent that he has shown in his
translation of 4th and 5th Cantos of Bhagavata is
praiseworthy. It is like original writing. (Gohain-
111) Gohain too opines that Aniruddhadev may
be taken as the father of Assamese prose.
Followers have made attempts to sprinkle divinity
on Aniruddhadev by associating him with divine
markings on his body and miracles like his body
bore the marks of lotus, conch etc, he at the age
of five could lift heavy weights, was seen by tailor
having four arms, could remove clouds by reciting
mantras and could transform a headgear inside an
urn to a poisonous snake or can create an island
in the river. But these pale into insignificance when
we dwell on his activities among and for the
downtrodden.

Bhima Bhoi was born in 1850 and died in
1895. During this period the British colonial power
had become all powerful. The local zamindars
under them had turned tyrants. They indulged in
various lawless activities. Christian missionaries
began converting people, luring them with money

and jobs. Masses forgot high ideals of Bhakti
movement where there was rejection of
Brahmanical dominance, negation of various
cumbersome and complex rituals as mode of
worship to personal God, idol worship and no
distinction between high and low. Moreover,, long
subjugation under Muslim rule had made society
more conservative and orthodox. Society curtailed
the freedom of their womenfolk resulting in their
miserable condition and pathetic status. Orthodox
ideas and Brahmanical canons tried to assert itself.
Caster system was strengthened. People belonging
to lower caste and class were subjected to various
humiliation and were denied basic human rights.
British colonial system began ruthless economic
exploitation. Forest resources, the very livelihood
of the tribal people were exploited. Adivasis
became marginalized in their own land. People
became selfish, conceited and ego-centric. Finer
feelings were lost; they succumbed to life of luxury
and sensual pleasure. British faulty economic policy,
no social welfare measure and failure in
administration caused a great famine in 1866 that
was termed by British parliamentarians as
"catastrophic". It caused large scale exodus of
people. All these caused loss of moral values and
spiritual degeneration among people.

In this critical juncture Mahima Swami alias
Mahima Gosain alias Mukunda Das began to
preach Mahima dharma. This cult opposed caste
and class distinction, protested against idol worship
and dominance of priestly class. After him his
disciple Bhima Bhoi vigorously and zealously
carried out his ideas and ideals after codifying his
teachings and message and also some of his
independent ideas. He was unlike his guru. He was
a householder ascetic.

The very essence of Mahima dharma is echoed
in the writings of Bhima Bhoi. Though he was an
illiterate, it is sheer determination and hard work
that enabled him to compose highly philosophical
poems. He composed works like Stuti Cintamani,
Brahma Nirupana Gita, Adi Anta Gita, Astaka
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Bihari Gita, Nirbeda Sadhana, Shruti nisedha Gita,
Chautisa Madhuchakra, Manusabha Mandala and
Bhajanamala. His writings are original, authentic,
and real.

Bhima Bhoi's writings reflect the dharma that
he believes and preaches. Here also we find his
deep humanism, his concern about humanity, his
egalitarian philosophy and his rebellious spirit. He
spoke in people's voice and could vent the feelings
and angush of the marginalized section of the
society. In Stuti Cintamoni he has opposed the
prevailing canons of brahmanical course of idol
worship. He writes: The gods and goddesses are
made of soil and stone./never pray them in mind/
For salvation through proper attentiorn/ I pray and
only pray you-the creator! Like Buddha, Mahavir
Jain and Aniruddhadev he has raised his voice
against idol worship.He has prescribed only one
course of worship that is to Alekh, the formless
Brahma.

Like Aniruddhadev or Assam Vaisnavas
Bhima Bhoi has asked people to "come down to
the stem leaving the branches", that is to withdraw
from the many to One and only One. This One
who is Alekh or formless Brahma can be realized
only by chanting His name. In Stuti Cintamoni he
affirms "men and women. . .with no discrimination
of high and low take refuge in the Name." (92).
In his Nirbeda Sadhana he says: one who can
chant God's name can attain detachment and
enlightenment in this life. In Canto XII of brahma
Nirupana Gita he has sung the importance of Nama
and says how chanting of it can lead one to merge
with Brahma. Thus Bhima Bhoi like Vaisnavas
shuns idol worship but unlike them his object of
worship is Alekh, Niranjana, not Krsna.

Bhima Bhoi is much concerned about the
depletion of natural sources by unscrupulous
power. He reacts against exploitation of forest
products, the very livelihood of the tribes.
Expressing his concern about ecology he says:
Yavanas will come invading./They will raze the
woods to ground? Trees will be felled/Not a single
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branch or leat’/Will escape the felling. Thus &=
verses perform the historic and literary anchorzg
of the Adivasi protests against intemal and exte=s
oppressors.

Like a true patriot Bhima Bhoi gives causix
against foreign rule. While warning about &%
attack he yet exudes confidence that they wiliz
the long run have to lcave the country. Hessys
The firingi will continuc/ Their violent charge/Butwd
not be able /To wind and advance/They will st=v -
Where they are/Gods in heaven/will witnessef .. -
the high tide of /Injustice and mishaps/ will cosz
to an end/ so says Bhima Bhoi.

Pained to sec utter selfishness in the socs
Bhima Bhoi wishes the universe of a single =i
He wishes happiness and well being forall, pea
to all is his motto. Like a true humanist be &
prepared to lay down his life for the well beingal -
all. This self-effacing nature finds its full expressi® -
in the following words: Boundless is the anguish
and misery of the living/who can see it and tolers -
Let my soul be condemned in hell. But let &
universe be redeemed.(Stuti Cintamoni27/7)

Bhima Bhoi is a rebel, a crusader agaiss
artificial division of society. He never supportseas
division as enjoined by Brahminical canons. B3
writings aroused a new sense of dignity among @
downtrodden and emboldened them. They begs2
to question hegemony of the priestly class. ¢
asserted that an enlightened person nevs
differentiates among caste, creed and sex &
profession. In his Stuti Cintamoni he wrixs
that:Behold!/From immovable to movable/Fre?
insect to still smaller creatures/God is presemt®
everybody no more no less." Even a ahunterogs
fisherman or a cobbler can pursue his professien -
but he can absolve himself of his sin if he remembsss -
ceaselessly Param Brahma. Every soul has
capacity to merge with Alekh. Every one &
competent to worship God and attain him, N
restriction needs to be imposed on any body ™
virtue of his birth in his path on salvation, K
recognizes that souls in all beings are one and sary




and it must not be discriminated. People from all
walks of life - high castes, farmers, low castes,
tribes-got initiated into his cult. His cult conferred
on subordinate people a new sense of dignity that
enabled them to question the discrimination
inherent in Brahminical Hinduism.

Bhima Bhoi tried to revive lost human values
in the society. He writes: Struggle and conflict reign
supreme in heart/ Society, shorn of all good will/
Ill-knotted are the brethren/ Shrouded are truth
with passion and illusion/ Vain will control the heart/
Oh, I feel my life heavy!" Reacting to falsehood,
hypocrisy, deception prevalent during the time he
exhorts every body to follow the Truth. " Let
whatever fame or blame befall on me, enjoin me
to die and free myself'in Truth,... (SC 22/20)

Bhima Bhoi deeply felt the plight and agony
of a woman in Hindu society. In his Brahma
Nirupana Gita he writes: "The door of the Guru
equally welcomes all: man and woman, high and
low, big or small". He warns that he who
discriminates between male and female gets
damned in hell. He urged women to break out of
the limits of domestic life and sensual pleasure and
to take up spiritual life and the task of uplifting
society. He contested his gurubhai Biswanath Baba
saying that there is no division of big and small in
man and woman. He treated his consort

Annapurna so equally that his disciples often had
to say that they were one the same-one is Siva
and the other is Sakti, one represents Happiness
and the other Energy. The tradition of initiating
women to his cult was first adopted by him, even
if he was much opposed and even was threatened
with life. He made his women followers so
emboldened that they dared to attack the temple
of Jagannath in 1881 to break the idols.
Bhima Bhoi is a crusader, a rebel, a humanist,

a social reformer and a visionary who could rise

above the time. And we must see him and

Aniruddhadev in this light, not in the light of a god-

head, which their followers often try to paint them.
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ANTI-BRITISH STRUGGLE

19 th CENTURY ASSAM

Md. Aminul Islam

Lh.

Assam came under the orbit of Britishrule ~ from cultural, geographical and mythological pois -
as per the terms of the Treaty of Yandaboo, signed ~ of view, it was politically an independent state ¢!
in February, 1826 between the British and the  the British occupation in 1826. Her valiant rulers
Burmese Goverments. Prior to the occupation of ~ Generals as well as common people had glorious
Assam, the British Authority had been traditions of fighting out the foreign invaders. Eyen -
consolidated in almost whole of India. Assam was ~ during the fateful days of the Burmese occupation
thus the latest victim of British colonial ruleand ~ of Assam, the Ahom kings-Chandra Kanta Singha |
therefore, the test of freedom was very much fresh ~ and Purandar Singha made repeated attempts o
in the mind of the people of Assam. Although  drive out the Burmese by their own efforts. Bu
Assam was united with the rest of Indiaatall times ~ the sovereignty of the Ahom dynasty came to a»
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end as a result of the treaty of Yandaboo and
Assam passed into the hands of the British.

In the very beginning, the people of Asaam
believed that the British would not held Assam
permanently and would leave it after making
necessary arrangement for the restoration of Ahom
monarchy. Lord Ambherst, the British Governor
General in India also declared before the Anglo-
Burmese war that if conquered, Assam would not
be annexed to the British Empire and would be
placed as a British protected state. But the hopes
and aspirations of the people of Assam ended in
smoke when the British started the process of
annexing Assam with the British Empire. The
people of Assam thus became alerted at the
imperialistic designs of the British and made up
their mind to get rid of the British rule by driving
out the British from Assam.

The very existence of the British rule actually
helped in the growth of anti-British uprisings in
Assam. From the very beginning, there was a clash
between the British interests in Assam as well as
the interests of the Assamese people. In short, the
anti-feudal, anti-social and racial discriminative
policy of the British led to the growth of a
realization among the

Assamese people and | - P
thisrealization brought | »

bitterness against British , .
rule. : e

As a result, there
took place a series of
anti-British plots and
insurrections both in hills
and Plains of Assam in
the initial stage of British
occupation of Assam.
The first anti-British
uprising was launched
by Gomdhar Konwar
in 1826, followed by
the insurrections of the

khasis in 1829 and Singhphor in 1830. However,
the risings were not well organized and confined
only in some locations and failed to achieve goals.
But the people did not lose heart. Henceforth, they
were considering to be well organized in the task
of driving out the British from Assam and were
waiting for an opportunity to come.

Their real opportunity came in 1857 when
an anti-British upheaval took place in Northern
India in the form of the Sepoy Mutiny. The people
of Assam, on hearing that the British were hard
pressed mainly in Northern India, wished to utilize
the chance, considering that the British Authority
would fail to send sufficient number of soldiers in
case of an anti-British uprising in Assam. Hence,
they took an immediate step to cause an open
revolt under the guidance of Moni Ram Dewan,
but this time also they failed.

Again from 1860 to 1900 there took place
various agrarian out breaks against British
imposition of high rates of revenue as well as
economic exploitation of the British in Assam. They
were Phuluguri uprising of 1861, the Jayantia
Rebellion of 1860 to 1862, the Manipur Rebellion
and the Lushai Rebellion of 1891 as well as the
'Assam Riots' of
1894. All these anti-
British up-risings
also failed in their
objects.

Thus, the
earlier anti-British
up-risings failed
because of superior
military and
administrative
machinery of the
British power.
Although  the
Assamese people
failed to achieve
their goal, they did
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not give up their desire of fighting against the
British, rather they learnt a lot from their mistakes.
Till 1900 the people of Assam had been
fighting against the British by their own efforts.
However, from the earlier unsuccessful anti-British
up-risings, the people of Assam could realize that
without help from outside Assam it was not
possible to get rid of British rule. Therefore, they
started negotiations with the anti-British activists
of the other parts of India.

From the twentieth century onwards, political
awakening took place in Assam. In 1903, The
Assam Association, the first political Association
of Assam was formed. It played a vital role in
injecting political consciousness among the people
of Assam. It had also been closely pursuing the
political developments that took place in other
parts of India under the banner of the Indian
National Congress. In fact, the Assam Association
prepared a political stage in Assam and its leaders
began to participate in All India political struggle
for the liberation of India under the leadership of
Mahatma Gandhi. In the year 1921, the Assam
Association merged with the All India National
Congress and the provincial Congress committee
of Assam was set up in its place. Henceforth, the
freedom struggle in Assam became inseparable
part of the freedom struggle of India.

The Assamese people contributed a lotineach
and every stage of the freedom movementofinds
from the Swadeshi Movement till the attainment of
independence in 1947, In this way, the hopesaad
aspirations of the people of Assam to regainthe
lost independence was achieved.
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VIEWS ON TRUTH

Mrs. Arpana Tamuly

eal with truth first of all, as the

Satyagraha Ashram owes its very

existence to the pursuit and the
attempted practice of truth.

The word satya (Truth) is derived from Sat
which means 'being’. Nothing is or exists in
reality except Truth. That is why Sat or Truth is
perhaps the most important name of God, In
fact it is more correct to say that Truth is God
than to say God is truth. But as we cannot do
without a ruler or a general, such names of
God as 'King' or
'Kings' or 'The
Almighty' are and

will remain
generally current.
On deeper

thinking, however
it will be realized
that Sat or Satya
is the only correct
and fully sign fact
name for God.
And where
there is Truth,
there is also is
knowledge which
is true. Where
there is no Truth,

there can be no true knowledge. That is why
the word Chit or knowledge is associated with
the name of God. And where there is true
knowledge, there is always bliss (Ananda).
There sorrow has no place. And even as Truth
is eternal, so is the bliss derived from it. Hence
we know God as Sat-Chit-ananda, one who
combines in Himself Truth, knowledge and
Bliss.

Devotion to this Truth is the sole
justification for
our existence.
All our activities
should be
centered in
Truth. Truth
should be the
very breath of
our life.

W hen
once this stage
in the pilgrim's
progress is
reached, all
other rules of
correct living
will come
without effort,
and obedience
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to them will be
instinctive. But without
Truth it is imposible to
observe any principles or
rules in life.

Generally speaking

observaton of the law of
Truth is understood
merely to mean that we
must speak the Truth.
But we in the Ashram
should understand the
word Satya or Truth in a
much wider sense.
There should be truth in
thought, truth in speech,
and truth in action. To the
man who has realized
this truth in its fullness,
nothing else remains to
be known, because all knowledge is
necessary included in it. What is not included
In it is not truth, and so not true knowledge;
and there can be no inward peace without true
knowledge. If we once learn how to apply this
never failing test of Truth, we will at once be
able to find out what is worth doing, what is
worth seeing, what is worth reading.

But how is one to realize this Truth, which
may be likened to the philosophers stone or
the cow of plenty? By single minded devotion
.(ab_hyasa) and indifference to all other interests
in l_|fe (vairagya) replies the Bhagavadgita. In
spite, however of such devotion, what may
appear as Truth to one person will often appear
as untruth to another person. But that need
not worry the seeker. Where there is honest
effort, itwill be realized that what appear to be
different truths are like the countless and
apparently different leaves of the same tree.
pogs not God himself appear to different
individuals in different aspects? Yet we know
that He is one. But Truth is the right designation
of God. Hence there is nothing wrong in every
man following Truth according to his lights.
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Indeed it is his duty to do so. Then if thereiss |

mistake on the part of any one so followng
Truth it will be automatically set right. For the
quest of Truth involves tapas-self suffering.
sometimes even unto death. There can be m
place in it even a trace of self interest. In such
selfness search for Truth nobody can lose hs
bearings for long. Directly he takes to the wrong
path he stumbles, and is thus redirected to the
right path. Therefore the pursuit of Truthis true
bhakti (devotion). It is the path that leads to God
There is no place in it for cowardice, no place
for defeat. It is the talisman by which death itse¥
becomes the portal to life eternal. In this

connection it will be well to ponder overthe lives |

and examples of Harishchandra, Prahlad,
Ramchandra, Imam Hussain, the Christians
saints, etc. How beautiful it would be if all of
us, young and old, men and women devole
ourselves wholly to Truth in all that we might
do in our walking hours, whether working,
eating, drinking, or playing till dissolution of the
body makes us one with Truth! God as Truth

has been for Gandhi a treasure beyond price;

may He be so to every one of us.



DEMOCRACY
IN
SATRA INSTITUTION

Dr. Sunaram Nath

of religious practices but they are not solely

confined only to the spiritual world. In
addition to the religious functions these institutions
perform certain non religious or secular functions
which are also essential for smooth practice of a
religion. Alongwith the spiritual upliftment these
institutions also contributed to the development
and prosperity of the material or secular life ofits
devotees. Because Sankardeva fully realised that
spiritual upliftment solely based on material well
being of the disciples. Therefore, he brought about

The Satra Institutions are the nerve centres

a proper balance of both spiritual and secular
activities in his Satra institution.

The Satra institution is based on certain
universal principles which constitute the foundation
of a democratic country. The mission of the Satra
institution is not confined within the boundaries of
religious and spiritualism. Its mission is also to
reform and reconstruct the society on democratic
and humanitarian ideals.

Sankardeva's neo vaisnavism never insisted
on anybody to accept the faith nor it was imposed
on any body. It teaches its followers to be secular
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and to tolerate others' faith. He emphasised on
this doctrine and told his disciples to obey it in
their private and public life.

Paran dharmaka nihimsiva kadacit

Kriva bhutak daya Sakarunacit

Huiva santa citta sarvadharmata vatsala

Ehi Bhagavata dharma yan a Mahavala. 1

It means never to look with contempt at
other religion. This tolerance of other’s faith is one
of the greatest ideals of Sankardeva's neo
vaisnavism. In one of his teachings Sankardeva
again advised his devotees to behave both friends
and foes as equal and at the same time held it as
the supreme devotion to Lord Krishna. He says -

"Satru mitra sava kariya sam

Abhise krishna bhakti uttam."?2

To make no distinction between friend and
enemy, i.e. to convert an enemy into a friend
through noble thoughts and feelings indicate social
peace and progress. Many examples of this kind
can be quoted from Sankardeva's work. Thus as
democratic thinker Sankardeva not only advised
his devotees to follow these humanitarian
principles but also he himself implemented them
in practice also.

Sankardeva's Ek Sarana Nama Dharma
knew no caste, creed, colour and a universal spirit
is the main principle of this faith.

In Kirtan Ghosa he says -

Nahi bhakatita jati ajati vichara

Krishnata bhakati Samastare Adhikara

In bhakati there is no distinction of caste,
everybody has equal right to chant the Harinam.
Hence Sankardeva opened the door of the Satra
to people from all castes. By remembering the
name of God even the lowest of the low may
obtain liberation. He boldly proclaimed that in the
matter of devotion to the Lord all are equal and
there could be no caste and race distinction.

The references here are not only to the so
called lower caste within the Hindu fold but also
to the tribes of the region as well as to the javanas
and Turukas (Muslim) who are out side the pale

of Hinduism. Hence along with the lower caste,
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tribal people also recognised by him for the first

time in social history through the heart searching |

message of Sankardeva.

Sankardeva also made no distinction betwess

a Brahmin and a Chandala. In his famous book
Kirtana Ghosa he says -

Brahmana Candala nivicari kul

Datata Corata yara dristi eka tul

Nicata Sadhuta yara bhaila eka jnana

Tahekesa pandita buliya Sarvaja.3

In devotion of bhakti there is no barrier of
caste distinction. In another occasion he also says

"Stree sudra kare yadi ahmata bhakate

Tahata kahiva ito jana mahamati.4

(Even women and sudra offer devotion t
me, oh great minded, impart to turn to this

knowledge.) By this statement it is clear thatoa

his eyes both man and woman are equal. He
favoured the initiation of woman along with man
in his faith. Like a true democrat Sankardeva made
no distinction between man and woman (in his
faith).

In the earlier Satras founded by Madhabdeva
and others, democratic principles were followed
in their management unlike the Satras of later
period. Madhabdeva, Damodardeva and other
vaisnava saints did not considered the Satras as
their personal property over which they presided
The title Satradhikar which convey the sense of
ownership was not applicable to them. The Satra
collectively belonged to the community of the
devotees and the vaisnava saints simply acted as
their guides and leaders. They did not consider
themselves any way superior to the other devotees

Madhabdeva introduced the idea of spiritual
democracy and service of the highest form like
taking care of devotees in illness. He taught people
to give priority in the service of man (bhakata
seva), to the service of God (hari seva). Thus the
sense of humanity was at all time taught and
sometimes listed in the Satra institution,
Madhabdeva always followed the principles of
equality. This attitude of Madhabdeva has been

!
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best illustrated in the following incident narrated in
Katha Guru Carit.5 The mother of the Koch king
Laksminarayana greatly admired Madhabdeva
and his followers and occasionally sent presents
to them one day. She sent several pairs of dhotis
and chadder of unequal size and quality to
Madhabdeva and devotees making a certain
distinction between Madhavdeva and his disciples.
Madhabdeva was given the best pair. He
immediately returned the presents to the queen
mother for making uncalled for distinction between
himselfand his followers.

together the different races and tribes and thereby
brought about social unity among the people. Like
a true democratic person Sankardeva fully realised
the principles of equality among the people without
any discrimination on the grounds of caste, creed,
race and sex. '

In simple words Namghars were built without
walls so that people of all categories irrespective
of their caste, creed and religion could easily enter
the Namghar and take parts in all types of religious
and nonreligious or secular discussion. This proved
that Sankardeva always followed democratic and

Along with the Satras the Namghars have
played a very dominant role in the life of the
Assamese people. Because it is the venue of all
types of religious and non religious or secular
activities. It must be admitted that besides the
spiritual upliftment the Namghar serves as the
forum of discussion relating to moral and social
welfare of the villagers. Therefore Namghar should
not be treated as wholly religious institutions, they
are secular too.

Through the Namghar Sankardeva brought

liberal principles for his faith neovaisnavism.

As apublic institution Namghars are managed
and conducted on a purely democratic basis. Every
house holder in the village has an equal voice in
the management of their affairs. All the affairs such
as relating to the building and repairing these
Namghars every one must bear the burden equally
by contributing their share which brings about the
unity and integrity among the villagers. It may be
noted that women have also specific duty to
perform in the Namghars. They contributed i
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keeping the environment clean by their own hands.
‘Women are allowed to receive initiation and they
also carried devotional chanting in the Namghars.
Hence like a true democrat Sankardeva made no
distinction between man and woman in his faith.
Like present day democracy Sankardeva
advocated local self government in the fifteenth
century. Through the institutions of Satras and
Namghars he united the village communities to
discuss their common issues and problems and to
settle their disputes in accordance with their
judicial procedure and methods. In settling up
village disputes and in trails of moral turpitude and
social indiscipline, democratic methods were used.
No decision was imposed arbitrarily. The head of
each family is invited to the Namghar to take part
in the proceedings. Before the trail is formally
opened the complaint as well as the respondent
must offer a nominal fee usually not exceeding one
rupee, with a tray, full of tamol pan to the assembly
of villagers. After the trail is over, these are
distributed amongst the assembled members.
Hence with a nominal fee major disputes can be
solved and provides justice to the village
communities through the institution of Namghar.
Even today Namghars are served as Panchayat
hall, where villagers gathered to discuss and solve
many of their day to day problems.

The principle of equality is also followed in
case of social functions. In the dramatic
performances generally known as bhaona
introduced by Sankardeva no discrimination is
made between low and high caste, rich or poor in

distributing roles amongst villagers. All the villagess
contribute according to their capacity and aptitude
to make the performance a success. Those whe
are not in position to contribute they are required
to put additional labour in the arrangement of the
Namghar. The prayer hall of the Satras (Kirtanghar)
and Namghars were used as the auditorium and
stage for the enactment of bhaona performance.
Since the time of Sankardeva Satras and Namghars
have been serving as the auditorium and stage for
the same.

After independence our national government
launched a series of integrated village development
programme to develop the conditions of the rural
people. They include namely Panchayati Rai,
community development and adult education
schemes. But it is more interesting that in the fifteenth
century Sankardeva included these programmes
in his socio religious and socio cultural programmes
and implemented them with considerable success
to his credit.

Thus the village Namghars a wing of the Satra,
have been serving as the centre of democratic
activities of the villages.

Footnote :

1. Dutta Baruah, H.N. (ed.): Sri Sri Sankardeva
Vakyamitra, V 141, 1960, p 67.

2. Srimanta Sankardeva Sangha (ed.): Kirtan
Ghosa, 2002, V 392, p 98.

3.Ibid: V 1821, p 462.

4.1bid: V 1862, p 463.

5. Lekharu, Upen Chandra: Katha Guru Carit,
1952, p 586.
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PHULAGURI UPRISING

THE FIRST PEASANT MOVEMENT IN
THE INDIAN

FREEDOM MOVEMENT

Dr Sanjib Kumar Borkakoti

ssam has always contributed in different
Ammners to the socio-cultural and political

ife of the Indian nation, but all these
contributions have most often remained unobserved,
unnoticed by the national intelligentsia. It is the same
with the freedom movement also. Assam had her
due share in the freedom movement, where the
country fought to a man in order to oust the two-
century old British rule from the country. In fact
Assam acted as the prime mover in some respect.
One such important episode in the annals of freedom
movement, where Assam acted as the prime mover,
was the uprising in the Phulaguri area of middle
Assam in October 1861 AD. It was the first ever
peasant movement in the context of Indian freedom
movement, which took place much before the
Champaran movement took place under the
leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. The Bengal farmers
had revolted in the previous year, that is 1860 AD.
But their ire was against the indigo planters, not
against the British administration. So the Phulaguri
uprising was a historic event. It was also the first
ever non-cooperation movement of Indian freedom
movement because the farmers of Phulaguri region
had stopped payment of taxes to the British

administration and thus openly defied the rulers.
This had not happened anywhere in India before
Phulaguri.

The immediate cause of the Phulaguri uprising
of 1861 AD was the exorbitant taxes imposed by
the British administration on the farmers of Assam.
The British administration always acted in the
interests of the British tea planters, not the common
masses. These tea planters had been suffering from
dearth of labourers. They had to bring labourers
from other states at high costs. Moreover a large
number of such labourers died of unhygienic
conditions in the tea estates as malaria was rampant
in those areas. So the tea planters thought that it
would be better to engage the local people as
labourers in their estates. But the indigenous
Assamese people were always independent
minded. Even the erstwhile Ahom kings could not
uproot a farmer from the latter’s homestead as
the right of the farmer on his land was considered
to be supreme. The land in the Brahmaputra valley
being very fertile, the farmers did not need to look
for extra vocation too. So none of them took
employment with the British tea planters. These
tea planters therefore decided to pauperise the
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local farmers of Assam by increasing the incidence
of taxes so that they take up employment in the
tea estates. The tea planters placed their design
with their brethren in the administration, who
readily co-operated in the conspiracy and
enhanced the tax rates on the indigenous people.
The enhanced tax rates were like these in
1852-53AD:
Tax on cultivable land : 1 rupee and 6 annas per
Pura
Tax on other land : 1 rupee per Pura
Tax on lakheraj rupeet land : 10 annas per Pura
Tax on other rupeet land : 8 annas per Pura
Tax on each spade : 1 rupee and 8 annas
Tax on each fisherman : 5 rupees
Such atax structure was not in keeping with
the income level of the people as well as the
economic situation of that time. It can be proved
by a simple comparison. The prevailing price of
cultivable land was 1 rupee and 6 annas per Pura
at that time. Ironically this was also the annual tax
rate imposed by the British regime. Thus the
taxation rate was equal to the value of the asset
itself, whereas the taxation rate should have been
only a fraction of the productive capacity of the
land. Clearly the idea of the oppressive taxation
System was to pauperize the people at large. The
government were really fleeching the people. They
had even imposed tax on each ploughin 1833-
34 AD. This tax was at the rate of 3 rupees on the
first plough and 2 rupees on the second plough.
Every able bodied man had to pay tax in that
system. But it was more than impossible and it
had to be withdrawn in 1850-51 AD.

. The oppressive regime of the British had
dissatisfied the common people as well as the
erstwhile ethnic rulers of the region. Both came
together and started planning to overthrow the
British regime. It was surmised that the British
couldbe easily overthrown as their military strength
was numerically very limited. There were only 25
sepoys in Nagaon at that time. There were some
others at Guwahati, Tezpur, Sibsagar and
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Rangpur. But people thought that their numerics!
strength would give them an edge over the British
sepoys. A British loyalist turned revolutionary.
Maniram Dewan used to pass through the valleys
of Kalang, Kapili, and Kiling rivers. He would
enthuse the poeple of this region to fight against
the British. Regular armed training started inthe
paddy fields of the interior areas. People started
equipping themselves with traditional arms like
spears, bows etc. A blacksmith named Bhivi
Kumar of Molankata was given the task of
manufacturing these traditional weapons. Laxmsn
Singh Deka of Katahguri was made the General
of this make-shift indigenous army. Most of the
members of this army belonged to the Tiwa and
Karbi tribes. These activities started from 1855
AD and would have culminated in an armed
uprising. But the capture and execution of Maniram
Dewan dampened the spirit of the people and there
came a lull in the movement.

The simmering anger of the people was
aroused again when the British government
increased the taxes again in 1861 AD. The
government objective was to double the tax
collection. This time they imposed taxesevenen
the forest products made from bamboo, cane,
wood etc. Moreover income tax was introduced
for the first time. There were also plans to impose
taxes on the cultivation of betel nut trees and betel
leaf creepers, it was gathered. The British
government had been trying to tap all the possible
sources of revenue in order to make up for their
deficit in budget since the sepoy mutiny. Butall
these taxes were unheard of before. It made the
living unbearable for the farmers as they had already
been suffering from heavy taxation. Simultaneousty
the poppy cultivation was also banned by the
British. While it was a good step in apparent look,
it was actually done with an aim to take up the
trading in opium themselves. Moreover the British
themselves had introduced opium among the
indigenous people as they wanted to make the
people idle and also earn profits by trading in




opium. The British first developed the addiction
for opium among the native people and then they
reaped the benefit by trading in this harmful drug.
They priced it at four annas per tola or ten grams.
It brought them enormous revenue as majority of
the population had already become addicted to
this drug. Additionally it also helped them in
maintaining political stability as people became
lethargic by consuming opium.

But that was not to be in the Raha-Phulaguri
region belonging to the Nagaon district of Assam.
The people of Raha-Phulaguri region had not only
not become lethargic, they were even imbued with
the indomitable spirit of nationalism with a do or
die spirit. Had Maniram Dewan and his
accomplices not been captured and executed by
the British, there would have been an armed
rebellion in this region against the British during
the period of Sepoy Mutiny itself. All important
personalities of the region including Rahial Barua
had alligned themselves with the cause. Several
of them like Krishna Kanta Goswami and Safiun
Nessa of Nagaon town were banished to the
Andaman Island for their involvement in the
conspiracy against the British. Naturally the cause
took a beating, albeit temporarily.

But the ire of the people were aroused again
and that too very strongly with the arrival of a
British officer named Lt Herbert Sconce. He
joined as Deputy Commissioner of Nagaon district
in 1858 AD. He humiliated people at the fall of a
hat and often imprisoned people for even small
matters. He even desecrated religious places of
worship. Once he even sat on the altar of the
Namghar, the traditional worshipping place of the
followers of Eka Sarana Nama Dharma
propounded by Srimanta Sankaradeva, the
fifteenth century Vaishnavite preceptor. This
happened when Herbert visited Phulaguri and
entered the Garmur Satra. He also had his shoes
on when he entered that place of worship. Such
actions made the blood of people boil in anger.

Eventually the people decided to register their

protest and dissatisfaction. About one thousand
farmers from the Phulaguri region gathered at the
court premises of Deputy Commissioner of
Nagaon district on September 17, 1861 AD. They
intended to protest against the hefty increase in
taxes. They wanted to say that there should not
be taxes on betel nut trees, betel leaf creepers,

bamboo trees etc. But Herbert did not give any
importance to the assembly and did not give them

audience. According to the official version, some

members of the protesting farmers entered Deputy

Commissioner’s chamber without his permission.

Herbert fined these farmers. Not only that, he even

got them beaten up and then detained for the rest

of the day.

Even then the people decided to petition once
more. This time a limited number of persons went
to meet Herbert on October 9, 1861 AD. They
handed over a petition asking for reliefto the people
from the exorbitant taxes. There were several
distinguished men in the delegation including the
headman of the Phulaguri village. But Herbert
rejected this polite and humble petition too. This
left the people with the Hobson’s choice of
embarking on non-cooperation with the British
administration. They decided not to pay any tax
to the British administration any more. Thus the
first ever non-cooperation movement in the annals
of India’s freedom movement was launched in the
Phulaguri region of Assam in October, 1861 AD.
The entire decision making in this movement was
done by the farmers themselves as the erstwhile
middle class leaders had already been removed
by the British administration by way of execution
and banishment. Eventually when the people would
come out openly, that too would be an all peasant
affair. Thus it was out and out a peasant movement,
the first in the annals of India’s freedom movement.

The people of Phulaguri region convened a
five day convention in order to mobilise all round
support for their non-cooperation movement. The
convention was scheduled from October 15 at
Phulaguri village. It was called Raij Mel or

ANADALEKHA>> 2012jRulee




assembly of people. It was planned as a
representative type convention where public
representatives from different villages would
participate. So delegates were selected by the
respective villagers. It was thus a democratic
venture. Since the village Namghars of Assam
had always acted as a democratic platform for
the villagers as taught by the saint reformer
- Srimanta Sankaradeva, the organisers did not have
to initiate any new concept or make any extra
effort. Srimanta Sankaradeva had designed the
Namghar as an all-round institution covering
socio-cultural-spiritual affairs of the people.
People now extended it to political affairs too.
Even the main convention at Phulaguri took place
in a Namghar only.

As many as 600 people gathered in the
Namghar of Phulaguri on October 16. Herbert
sent Haladhar Barua, the officer-in-charge of
Nagaon Sadar Police Station to take stock of the
situation. Haladhar ordered the gathering in the
Namghar to disperse, but the crowd disobeyed
him. Thereupon Haladhar, who had only ten
Barkandaz with him alongwith one Jamadar,
made a hasty retreat. Unlike the sepoys, who
carried fire-arms, Barkandaz carried only spears.
Haladhar consulted the matter with Herbert and
returned again on the next day, October 17. This
time he arrested the leading persons. Even then
anassembly of about 350 persons remained there
in the Namghar. Clearly the people were not
ready to bow down before the insensitive British
administration. It was conveyed to the people that
Herbert himself would visit Phulaguri the next day.
According to the official version, the protesters
had overpowered Haladhar and got the arrested
persons released.

However Herbert changed his mind on the
next day, that is October 18. Instead, he sent Lt
Singer, a Junior Assistant Commissioner. Singer
was deputed by Herbert to control the situation,
not to hear the grievances of the people. Singer
was accompanied by Haladhar, the officer-in-
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charge of the Nagaon jail, a clerk named Anadsr
and six Barkandaz. They arrived at Phulagun in
the forenoon to find that there was no assembly in
the Namghar. Singer decided to wait near the
Namghar. He called for more force. Five
Barkandaz and six sepoys arrived before long.
Around noon, people started gathering in a nearby
spot outside the Namghar. All the people carried
their traditional sticks. The Assamese people used
to carry a bamboo stick in those days in orderto
ward off any animal or clear any object on the way
as the roads were not so well defined and it was
also full of jungles.

Singer got very angry by seeing the people
equipped with sticks. He did not know about the
local custom of carrying the sticks. He asked
people to drop their sticks as well as to disperse
from there. But no one moved. Then Singer asked
Haladhar to take away the sticks. When Haladhsr
started to take away the sticks, people became
very agitated and they got up from squatting
position. Then some one from the crowd attacked
Haladhar with a spear. He was badly injured.
Thereafter Singer started reproaching the agitators
and he proceeded towards the crowd in spite of a
warning by Haladhar not to do so. Singer was trying
to take away the sticks from the people, when one
Moira Singh hit him on the head, which was
followed by other people. In no time Singer
succumbed to the mob assault. His body was
dragged by the people and thrown into the nearby
Kalang river. In the mean time the crowd had
swelled to about 3,000. They killed three sepoys
too. The other sepopys and Barkandaz fled to
the Nagaon town.

The agitationists became very excited over
the turn of the events. One group from among them
proceeded towards Raha and they attacked the
police station there. Golap Singh, the officer-in~
charge of the Raha police station met with the same
fate as that of Singer. Another group of the
agitationists went to Kachalukhowa and they
attacked the government magazine house located




there. After that, they proceeded in the direction
of the government treasury with an intention to
plunder it, but they were obstructed by some
sepoys on the way. Suwabar Lalung, hailing from
Babara-ati succumbed to the police firing.
Thereupon the agitationists retreated.

Asthere had been only 25 sepoys in Nagaon
at that time, 50 more sepoys were brought from
Tezpur on October 19. Captain Campbell was in
the command of this re-inforcement. He came to
Phulaguri with his command. The agitationists also
gathered again in order to review the situation.
Campbell surrounded those unarmed people and
started firing upon them, leading to the instant death
of 39 persons and serios injury to hundreds.
However according to the official version, nineteen
persons died. The injured ones lay lying on the
ground in pools of blood without any help, not
even a drop of water. Only 66 persons remained
capable of standing. All of them were taken on
feet to Nagaon and put in a temporary jail. On
October 23, General Henry Hopkinson, the
Commissioner of Assam arrived at Phulaguri with
100 sepoys and started an all-out torture regime
in the Raha-Phulaguri region. Not only the male
members, even the female members were not
spared. The sepoys violated the modesty of the
women and touched their private parts. More than
400 persons were rounded up, although the official
figure put it at 41 only. They were kept in an
enclosure at Phulaguri alongwith the dead bodies
of the 39 persons killed in the firing of October
19. Those bodies were rotting and emitting foul
smell, making it impossible even for the British
sepoys to guard the detainees. It was only much
later that the relatives of the dead were allowed to
take the bodies away and cremate them.

Disturbed over the inhuman atrocities on the
fellow people, the leaders of the uprising
surrendered before the administration. They were
Laxman Singh Deka Senapati, Rangbar Deka and
Changbar Lalung. They confessed to killing Lt
Singer. All of them were hanged in the Nagaon

jail. Some other leaders were banished to the
Andaman island. They were Bahoo Kaibarta,
Banamali Kaibarta, Rup Singh Lalung, Sib Singh
Lalung, Hebera Lalung, Nar Singh Lalung and
Katyia Lalung. Many government functionaries
were changed as the erstwhile functionaries were
suspected of alligning with the rebel farmers. And
thus a peasant movement was suppressed.

The Phulaguri uprising was suppressed
ruthlessly. But it left an indelible mark on the history
of Assam. The concept of Raij Mel became
popular all over the Brahmaputra valley in spite of
all types of disinformation campaign by the British
administration. According to the official version,
the uprising was a protest by the opium eaters who
were disenchanted by the ban on opium cultivation.
The number of deaths also was shown as less than
the actual figure. In spite of all these disinformation,
peasant movement became the order of the day
during the succeeding decades. Eventually the
British administration were compelled to review
the oppressive tax structure. Certainly it was a
victory of the people. The sacrifice of the Phulaguri
peasants did not go in vain. The participants of
this uprising also succeeded in upholding the dignity
of the common masses of Assam.

Another notable feature of the Phulaguri
uprising was the absence of any national leader in
the scene. Even any state level leader was also
not present in that region during the entire course
of the uprising. Not only that, the district level
prominent persons also were kept away by the
British as all of them had been arrested
immediately after the Sepoy Mutiny. This vacuum
of leadership did not cause any problem in the
progress of the uprising. But that was perhaps a
cause of the whimsical assault by some of the
peasants on Lt Singer. It was certainly uncalled
for. It happened as there was no one to control
the assembly of people on that fateful day. But
such things happen just as it happened at Chauri
Chaura during the later period of freedom
movement.
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STATUS OF WOMEN

IN
THE DHARMASASTRA

Rangmala Roy

Dharma means any system of faith and
worship or human recognition of a personal God
entitled to obedience. Vedas are the sources of
the Dharmasutras so called ' 4<1sfige srfgen”’
The Dharma Sutras are the 3rd division of Kalpas.
This branch ofliterature is based on the Smritis. It
consists of Indian works on Law re garding
religious and secular matter.

According to Dharmasastras women are
never independent. Gautama the smriti writer says
like this ** sTEd=aeH' In other words to follow

the husband is the virtue of the women so says
“afqRST 99O’ The 9th chapter of Manu
Sambhita is eloquent in this respect - the husband
and other good people never allow the women to
stay freely during day and night. They used to keep
>>30%%

them addicted and indulged in unforbidden love
alliances under them.

Itis the pivotal theme of Dharmasasras that
women are dependent through their span of life on
their guardians, husbands and sons.

“frarerfd AR wat dte |
werf <afal oo 9 it gl

The status which the women enjoyed in
Vedic and Epic age has undergone a great change
in the period of Dharmasastras. The Dhmm
have bound the women hand and feet with laws
and regulations. This condition prevailed throughout
the age of the Dharmasastras. Nothing novelty has
been noticed in this period. The poets also used to
harp on the same theme-

g1 T 1T et T HE qfe e |
el Siadamr o gfaa= f famada”




The importance of women lies in giving birth
to offspring, mainly male issue. They are held in
esteem so far domestic and religious affairs are
concerned. Moreover, birth of meritorious son has
been welcomed with great enthusiasm as such a
sonis supposed to wash away the sins of the family
and make the ancestors reach the heavenly region.
The aphorism ** g=T—= @r&ra: g3 '’ Corroborates
thisidea.

In the eyes of smritis, the greatness of a
women lies in the fact that she is a mother, she is
the mother of good son. It is therefore, a mother is
held in great respect than the adorable father and
teacher. The Dharmasastrakaras are very much
enthusiastic in saying that the women are created
just for the sake of producing child.

" eqeafy fer: g (AL #91.)

Sanctity of women is indispensable for giving
birth to a sacred son. The influence and co-
operation of the mother is greater than any other
person in moulding and developing the career of a
child. Manu says in this connection that women
should be very pure and resplendent. Of

" ST HETHIT: YTl e«

fera: fare= ey feRmrsia swe= 11"

Marriage is one of the most important and
most sacred sanskaras that a Hindu life has to
undergo. This sanskaras is indispensable for the
house-holder for the twin purpose i) for acquiring
virtue and maintaining the same and ii) for uplift of
the society to which the particular person belongs.
Taking into consideration this fact, the
Dharmasastras dwells upon types of marriages,
eligibility and legality. In the Gautama
Dharmasutras, as regards eligibility of the bride, it
is stated that the bride must not have any blood
relation between the AIJ9&T and the fguel They
thrash out four types of marriages Niz. ST&H,
TSI, 39 And <9 as sanctioned by sastras out
of eight forms of marriages (STeH, TSI, 3T,
T, SRR, V&, =emE) (9. 9)

The best type of marriage is that in whicha

girl decorated with ornaments is given in marriage
after performing rituals by the priest, to a
bridegroom learned in Vedic lores, well-behaved;
devoted to a single wife and selected by the
guardians. of T<regfst T ST | Other
forms of marriages were also prevalent in those
days.

The Smriti writers lay so much stress on
compulsion of marriage that they have forgotten
all about rigidity in caste system. While declaring
Savarna vivah (marriage in same caste) has been
sanctioned, the pratiloma vivaha (marriage
between a low caste bride-groom and a high caste
bride) is also prevalent in society. From this, it is
clear that caste system fails to put impact in society
so far as matrimonial cases are concerned.

As per the &HIRA Marriage is so much
obligatory for girls that they should be given in
marriage as soon as they begin to blush and start
wearing garments. Injunctions are issued by the
S To ladies that they must not think of other,

other than their husbands. Of NG, R
(7iia™ gE). The principal aim of the relation
between husband and wife should culminate in
virtue but not in fulfilment of lustful desires. Under
happy shade of this virtue, the A9 have
accorded women a lofty and glorious position in
the family and society. The wife of aTERis equally
honourable and adorable as the Acarya.

So far we have taken note of the honour
and position which the women had enjoyed in the
days of &3S But there is the dark side also.
The women had been treated with contempt and
reckoned as saleable commodity. Brushing aside
the sacred nuptial relation and sanctity, she has
been deprived of the least human rights. The
women of the lower castes who were engaged to
serve others were treated as an asset that could
be bought and sold. We get hint of this in the
RIGE LT e AR T E NI NE R E Y

Dharmasutrakaras neglected such women
and put no value at all. Even they go to the length
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of saying that if anybody kills such a lady he does
not require even expiration for the sin. He can
atone for the same by offering a black ox. Manu
also support this. Gautama also speaks in the same
strain 9f¥1e 7 fRfaq ) Prajapati also gives his
nod in this matter.

" sAfrTesfa a1 A geueEgfaia: |
=Rt |1 3= g foeRfa = 11"
One thing to be noted here is that the
prestige and status of women in the days of
dharmasastras depended on caste, behavior and
conduct. The Dharmastras insist on women's good
conduct and behavior and cry down the women
who are devoid of good conduct. Even eating of
rice offered by such women has been forbidden.
The Dharmasastras pour-venom against the
women as lairs, unfaithful, indiscreet, sly, foolish,
greedy, impure and ruthless. They lead people
astray. So the aphaorism runs— 921 =R foraifsran |
But this injustice meted out to women should be
compensated by striking a balance between virtue
and desires, between good and bad. Then and
then only there will be a birth of good society
capable of conferring joy and bliss to all.

Barahmihira in his Brihatsambhita says there is no
pure human being other than the women. Nothing
can taint her. She is always pure- f&3: gfaaggas
a1 gt swfEf=a |

Most glaring thing is that women had no
freedom at all in the development of their
personality. Too much restriction on the movement
and morality of women, stood in the way of
women's freedom, education and academic glory.
The position and traditional respect which the
women enjoyed uninterruptedly in the days of Veda
and Upanisada were snatched away by the
Dharmasutrakaras leaving the women in the vortex
ofignorance. During the days of Dharmasutras
women have to face lot of insults and calumny as
because women were considered as a hurdle to
observance of celibacy. They were dislodged
completely from the high status in which the women
were held in the vedic period.
Books consulted :

1) Manusmriti

2) Naradsmriti

3) Gautamadharmasutra
4) Brihat Samhita
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
AND
SEXUAL HARASSMENT

Farhana Yasmin

omestic Violence is not a new concept
Din our society. From time immemorial

people have been harassed, tortured
and brutally murdered for various reasons.
Among these, domestic violence is the most
common of all the violences prevailing in our
society. Domestic Violence is a human rights
issue which is increasing day by day in the entire
world. The phenomenon of domestic violence is

widely prevalent in our society but unfortunately
it remains invisible in the public domain. In other
words domestic violence is the most common
but least reported crime in India. It occurs to
everyone who lives in a relationship with one
another and among all racial, ethnic, religious,
socio- economic groups. In our country domestic
violence is considered as a family affair. It
seldom comes out of the four walls. As a result,
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behind closed doors people are being harassed,
tortured, beaten and killed. It is happening not
only in the rural areas of India but also in towns,
cities and metros as well.

Domestic violence is also known as
domestic abuse, spousal abuse, family violence,
and intimate partner violence (IPV) etc.

Domestic violence has many forms
including

" Physical violence (beating, slapping,
hitting, kicking, biting,
punching, pushing, shoving,
causing bodily pain or
injury etc)
Sexual violence (forced

sexual intercourse, showing . "=

pornography or any other
obscene pictures, child
sexual abuse etc)

Verbal and emotional
violence (insults, name
calling, accusation on your
character or conduct,
insults for not bringing
dowry, insults for not
having a male child etc.)
and

Economic violence (not
providing money, food,
clothes, medicine etc)

Besides these there are some
Judicially recognized kinds of
domestic violence like dowry death,
abetment to commit suicide, cruelty, hurt and
grievous hurt wrongful restraint and wrongful
confinement, sexual intercourse during judicial
separation, bigamy and adultery.

Domestic violence can happen to anyone
who is in a relationship with, be it a wife,
husband, son, daughter, mother, father,
grandparents, mother-in-law, father-in-law or
any other family member. It can be a male's or
a female's atrocities towards another male or a
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female in a relationship. In this case anyone can
be a victim or a victimizer.Especially women are
the victims of domestic violence in our male
dominated society. Therefore in India more or
less 95% of the victims of domestic violence are
women.

Domestic violence against women

Domestic violence against women means
any act or conduct which has potential to injure
or hurt the women physically. mentally, verbally,
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sexually, emotionally, economically, socially and
also spiritually within the four walls of the house.
This is very shocking news for us, that in our
country itself women are compared and
worshipped like Goddesses. Indian culture and
custom is famous for respecting the women. But
in practical we can see, from time immemorial
women are subjected to ill treatment, cruelty,
harassment and all sorts of misbehavior from the
male members of our society. Despite various
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legal provisions in our country to protect women
against violence, domestic violence, dowry,
bigamy, rape, kidnapping, trafficking and other
forms of atrocities go unchecked.

There are about thirty specific forms of
violence being committed against women from
the pre-natal stage to their death. Such forms
include foeticide, infanticide, child marriage, child
sexual abuse, forced marriage, rape, prostitution,
sexual harassment, pregnancies at short intervals,
witch hunting etc.

Among all these atrocities domestic violence
ranks as the highest in relation to injuries to
women in our country. Therefore each year
millions of women seek medical assistance for
injuries caused by wife-beating, burning,
drowning, attempt to suicide and other related
consequences etc.

Domestic violence may be caused by the
victim's

" Husband

" Father or father-in-law
Brother or brother-in-law
Member of the shared household or
relative of the husband.

" Male partner (in a living together
relationship).

Besides these persons, women can also be
arespondent in a domestic violence case.

According to a survey made by Human
Rights Law Network, in our country every day
at least 18 women are killed for dowry, 87
women are subjected to sexual harassment, 132
women faces various kinds of other harassment
and 44 women fall victim to atrocities.

In India, more than 55 percent of the
women suffer from domestic violence, especially
in the states of Bihar, U.P., M.P. and other north
Indian states.

The status in Assam and other North-
Eastern states

Traditionally women of Assam and other

North-Eastern states have been enjoying much
freedom and respect than any other parts of our
country. Earlier the state of Assam was free from
dowry, bride burning, wife-beating and child
marriage related crimes. But now a days, Assam
is also coming under the grey area of crimes.
According to one estimate, violence against
women in Assam and other North Eastern States
has been on a rise over the years. Especially
domestic violence cases are increasing at an
alarming rate which is a very serious issue. In .the
last few years, the region has been witnessing
growth of violence every where. :

According to Assam State Commission for
Women (ASCW) from the year 1994 to June
2010, the Commission has entertained and
disposed off 100 of cases from its Gl}W‘c:lha:[l
office. During this period the Commission's
Guwabhati office received a total of 1305 cases
and it disposed off 585 cases. It needs to be
mentioned here that topping the list are the cases
related to domestic violence. 60 bigamy related
cases and 134 dowry cases have been disposc?d
off. On the other hand, a total of 41 cases In
connection to kidnapping and 89 rape cases
have been received by the Commission and
another 303 miscellaneous cases have been
registered.

Above 150 domestic violence cases have
been registered from the Guwahea}ﬁ qhapter of
Human Rights Law Network, which 1s a group
of lawyers and social activists, working for the
vulnerable sections of our society. ACCC_Edlng to
their survey women issues are increasing at an
alarming rate in Assam. 4

M%ge meaning and scope of domestic
violence against women can.furth_er_ be
illuminated by a glance at the Indian Criminal
laws and the Indian Civil laws.

Under Criminal law
" Under the Indian Penal Code, 1860
which deals with offence in the forms of
domestic violence against women are
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dowry death, forceful termination of
pregnancy, wrongful restraint, wrongful
confinement, abetment to commit
suicide, causing hurt or grievous hurt,
marital rape, misappropriation of the
wife's property, matrimonial cruelty etc.

" The Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961.

" The Commission of Sati Prevention Act,
1987.

" The Pre-natal Diagnostic Techniques
(Regulation and Prevention of Misuse)
Act, 1994,

Under Civil law

" The Dissolution of Muslim Marriages
Act, 1939,

" The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955.
Remedies for Domestic Violence

The victim of domestic violence may seek

remedies under the existing laws like civil and
criminal law,

Remedy under Civil law

If a woman is subjected to domestic

violence by her husband one solution for her is
to end the marriage by way of filing a divorce
petition or seek judicial separation or claim
maintenance from her husband with the view to
live separately from her husband.

Remedy under Criminal law

If a woman is subjected to violence at
hOII:lB, she has an option to initiate criminal action
against t.l'lat person. In India the Criminal Justice
system is governed by the substantive law i.e.
the Indian Penal Code, 1860, which defines as
to Yvhat acts are offences and provides
pumsh.ment for such offenders. Another aspect of
"Lhe Criminal justice system is the procedural law
1.€. the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973.

Bt The existing civil and criminal laws had their
]mu@ions as they recognized violence only in a
marital relationship. Furthermore, there were no
provisions for damages and other immediate
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relief like protection and residence orders,
injunctions etc. Another main problem is that all
these remedies are very time consuming. Lakhs
of cases are pending for justice in our Indian
courts. As we all know women issues are very
sensitive and their protection is also a necessary
one. Thousands of women die, get killed or
commit suicide for delay in the slow legal
procedure. Therefore depending on the urgency
and the upliftment of women,a special Act was
enacted which is meant for the protection of
women from Domestic Violence.

The Protection of Women from Domestic
Violence Act, 2005

The Domestic Violence Act, 2005 was
passed by the Indian Parliament and it received
the assent of the President on September 13,
2005. This Act came out as a product of the
women's movement. The Act is a milestone in
recognizing domestic violence within any
relationship, thereby challenging the traditional
treatment of abuse on women. The special
provision of this Act is that the case must be
disposed off within 60 days from the first
hearing, in other words statutory limit of 60 days
has been provided.

The Act, defines 'Domestic Violence' in
Section 3 as - "any Act, omission or commission
or conduct of the respondent shall constitute
domestic violence in case it - (a) harms or injures
or endangers the health, safety, life, limb or well
being whether mental or physical of the aggrieved
person or tends to do so and included causing
physical abuse, sexual abuse, verbal and
emotional abuse, or (b) harasses, harms, injures
or endangers the aggrieved person with a view to
coerce her or any other person related to her to
meet any unlawful demand for any dowry or
other property or valuable security, or (c) has the
effect of threatening the aggrieved person or any
person related to her by any conduct, -or (d)
otherwise injures or causes harm, whether
physical or mental to the aggrieved person."




The Protection of Women from Domestic
violence Act, 2005 creates three basic rights for
the victims of domestic violence: to be protected
from violence, to reside in a shared household,
and to seek and secure monetary relief. Under
this Act the appointment of service provider,
counselors, and protection officers including
providing various forms of services like shelter
homes, medical facilities, legal aid etc. are
mandatory.

Provisions for relief

Sections 18 to 22 of the PWDVA, different
forms of relief that are available to the victims of
domestic violence, such as

" Protection order
Residence order
Maintenance order
Custody order and
Compensation order.

Besides these orders there is a special
order in section 23 of this Act, which is given by
the Magistrate depending upon the situation and
the urgency of the victim. This is called the
interim ex-parte order. Therefore a victim can
obtain an interim ex-parte order on the first
hearing of the case.

Procedures for obtaining the relief

Section 12 of the Act says that an
aggrieved person or a Protection Officer or any
other person on behalf of the aggrieved person
may present an application to the Magistrate
seeking one or more reliefs under this Act
provided that before passing any order on such
application, the Magistrate shall take into
consideration any domestic incident report
received by him from the Protection Officer or
the service provider. But it is ironical, that the
Protection Officer's must be appointed in every
District and if possible a woman officer should
be appointed.

Penalty or punishment
This Act is only meant for the protection of

the women or in other words this is a protective
law. So, in this PWDV Act , 2005 the concept
of punishing the culprit is not highlighted. But,
according to section 31 of the said Act, penalty
for breach of protection order or of an interim
protection, by the respondent is stated. By that
order the respondent shall be punishable with
one year imprisonment or with fine of twenty
thousand rupees or with both.

Conclusion

One of the reasons for the increase in
women victims is the orthodox and chauvinistic
mindset of the male members of our society
with added element of lack of awareness and
illiteracy on the part of women. There is a
misconception which is prevailing from the earlier
times till today that women are physically and
emotionally weaker than male. Though women
today have proved themselves in almost every
field of life affirming that they are not less than
men, the reports of violence against them are
much larger in number as well as more
humiliating than against men.

Sexual Harassment

Every day we come across at least one
headline regarding sexual harassment 111 tt}e
newspaper. It is not anymore a new concept in
our society.From time immemorial, the people of
India especially the women and girl child have
been subjected to sexually harassment. If we
turn the pages of History, we find the emstfence
sexual harassment even then. Besides
modernization, we are still residing in the grey
area of a heinous crime. This issue is regarded
as one of the most serious crimes of today’s
world. But the worst part of it is that it S:[lll
remains the least reported crime in our Indian
society. The very reason behind this is th::lt
people till date think that sexual harassment 18
not really an issue.

Meaning of Sexual Harassment
The word sexual harassment means
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intimidation or bullying or coercion of a sexual
nature, or the unwelcome or inappropriate
promise of rewards in exchange for sexual

~ favors.

Sexual harassment can happen with
anyone. In other words, any person can be a
victim or victimizer to sexual harassment. Not
only a woman but also a girl child may be a
victim of this heinous crime. Sometimes a male
person is also seen as a victim of this crime.
Male sexual harassment is more prominent in the
foreign countries.

Sexual harassment may take up various
form, it may be verbal, physical, visual etc.
Women sexual harassment includes some
unwelcome sexually determined behaviour, and

i;ﬁ may be directly or by implication, in the form

" Intentional Physical contact.

" A demand or request for sexual favours.

" Sexually coloured remarks.

" Showing pomography.

Besides these forms, sexual harassment
may be in the form of some verbal or non-verbal
conduct of sexual nature.

Sexual harassment is like an illegal
emp}oyment Therefore it is always regarded as
a cnmmal offence, which is punishable under
Indian laws. The Constitution of India provides
for equal work opportunities to women just like
men. Any discriminatory behaviour and abuse is
therefore unlawful,

Now a days working women are facing
physical, mental emotional and sexual
mmt at their work places. Therefore it is

affecting the society to a great extent. Sexual
harassment of women particularly the working
women at work places by their male
couptexparts is one of the evils of the modern
society. In India most of the working women
are subjected to this evil. For the very same
reason many working women have to quit their
.!ObS. Under such circumstances a working lady
is either forced or pressurized by the male

>>30%%

member of her office to leave the job or
sometimes it has been seen that many women
face this evil under the fear of losing their jobIn
some cases the women also choose to take
drastic steps such as committing suicides also.
As a result, women suicidal cases are increasing
day by day. Sexual harassment is a serious evil
in our society by which women have to face
severe psychological mental trauma. Most of the
Indian women are unaware of their rights and
because of very this reason these crimes against
women are ever increasing but least reported to
police. Abuses faced by women at their
workplace hamper women in various ways. Their
efficiency to work decreases and their self-
confidence is demoralized. Besides illiteracy and
ignorance of our people, the problem of shy
nature is another main cause of increasing crime
in our male dominated society.

Sexual harassment of women at work
places is against the principle of gender equality,
it is violation of the Fundamental Rights, under
particular articles namely Article 14&15 of the
Indian Constitution, which enriches the principles
i.e., equality before the law and prohibition of
discrimination on the grounds of religion, race,
cast, sex and such other grounds. It violates
Article 21 of the Constitution which deals with
the protection of the life and personal liberty.

In the case of Vishaka vs. State of
Rajasthan, the Supreme Court has given the
definition of Sexual Harassment in work place.

There are some myths and facts which exist
about sexual harassment at workplace. These are
as follows.

Sometimes people think that women enjoy
eve teasing and sexual harassment and eve
teasing is harmless. And women who object to
such behaviour have no sense of humour. People
also think that women who are provocatively
dressed are sexually harassed but in reality,
women find eve-teasing or sexual harassment a
humiliating, painful and frightening experience. In
reality women keep quiet to avoid the stigma
attached. Usually women are afraid that they will




be accused of provoking it, of being victimized,
of being called liars and objects of gossip.
Behaviour that is unwelcome cannot be
considered harmless or funny. Sexual harassment
is defined by its impact on the woman, rather
than the intent of the perpetrator.

There are some examples that amount to
sexual harassment at the workplace. Such as-

Conduct of a Sexual Nature

" Leering or staring at another's body or
sexually suggestive gestures.

" Excessively lengthy handshakes

" Keeping hands on the shoulders of a
woman

" Unnecessary touching the body or hands
etc.

" Display of sexually visible material such
as cartoons, graffiti or catalogues of a sexual
nature.

Verbal Harassment

" Commenting on personal appearance,
especially about body parts and figure etc.

" Swearing unnecessarily, getting drunk
and talking unnecessary words like some
nonsense etc.

It is very unfortunate that though the topic
is violative of the dignity and Right to Life of
women, still there is still no enactment to deal
with this serious issue and everyone still refuses
to lodge complaint. Another problem is our
police personals also refuse to file such
complaints. Therefore it is seen that it is the least
reported crime in our society.

The guidelines that has been provided by
the Supreme Court in the case of Vishakha vs.
State of Rajasthan, is the only law prevailing in
India on the very subject.

It shall be the duty of the employer or any
other responsible person at work place or other
institution to prevent or deter the commission of
such acts of sexual harassment and to provide
for the procedures for the resolution, settlement
or prosecution of acts of sexual harassment by

taking necessary steps

Besides these, there are some other
preventive Steps as well, all employers or
persons in charge of work place whether in the
public or private sector should take appropriate
steps to prevent sexual harassment. Without
prejudice to the generality of this obligation they
should take the following steps:

(a) Expressed prohibition of sexual
harassment, as defined above at work place
should be notified, published and circulated in
appropriate ways.

(b) The Rules/Regulations of Government
and Public Sector bodies relating to conduct and
discipline should include rules/regulations
prohibiting sexual harassment and provide for
appropriate penalties in such rules against the
offender.

(c) As regards, private employer's steps
should be taken to include the aforesaid
prohibitions in the Standing orders under the
Industrial Employment (Standing Orders) Act,
1946.

(d) Appropriate working conditions should
be provided in respect of work, leisure, health
and hygiene to further ensure that there is no
hostile environment towards women at work
places and no woman employee should ha\fe
reasonable grounds to believe that she 1s
disadvantaged in connection with her
employment.

(e) Besides these preventive step_s, .the
woman victim can also go for some criminal
proceedings if required. :

The employer can seek some appropriate
action under Indian Penal Code of 1860. by
making a complaint under the appropriate
authority. o

In particular, it should ensure that victims or
witnesses are not victimized or discriminated
against while dealing with complaints of sexual
harassment. The victims of sexual harassment
should have the option to seek transfer of the
perpetrator or their own transfer. For this, a
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complaint committee should be formed. The
Complaints Committee should be headed by a
woman and not less than half of its member
should be women. Further, to prevent the
possibility of any undue pressure or influence
from senior levels, such Complaints Committee
should involve a third party, either NGO or
other body who is familiar with the issue of
sexual harassment.

The Complaints Committee must prepare
an Annual Report to the concerned Government
department and appropriate action be taken by
them.

Sometimes workers can take the
initiative at their meeting also. Employees should
also be allowed to raise issues of sexual
harassment at workers' meeting and in other
appropriate forum and it should be affirmatively
discussed in Employer-Employee meetings.

Third Party Harassment: Where sexual
harassment occurs as a result of an act or

omission by any third party or outsider, the
employer and person in charge will take all
necessary and reasonable steps and to assist the
affected person in terms of any kind of support
and preventive actions be taken.

The Central/State Governments are
requested to consider adopting suitable
measures including legislation to ensure that the
guidelines laid down by this order are also
observed by the employers in Private Sector.

' These guidelines will not prejudice any
rights available under the Protection of Human
Rights Act, 1993.

fI'he above mentioned guidelines and norms
p.r0v1ded by the Supreme Court are legally
binding on all public and private organizations
and have to be strictly observed in every work
place for the preservation and enforcement of

u . .' k 7- ..
it g
R o

4l >>30%%

the right to gender equality of working women.

These directions are legally enforceable in law
until suitable legislation is enacted to occupy the
field.

Sexual Harassment in Assam

Earlier the state of Assam was free from such
kind of serious crime.. The people of Assam and
the north east states were enjoying their rights to its
fullest extent as far as equality was concerned but
now a days we have started facing this type of
harassment both at homes as well as at the
workplaces. According to a survey, Sexual
Harassment is increasing at an alarming rate in the
entire country. In our states, there are various cases
which have been registered, which are all related to
sexual harassment and sexual abuse. Among them
some cases are related to women sexual abuse and
some are related to child sexual abuse.

Conclusion

The problem is mainly seen in the urban areas
and the metropolitan cities. The whole situation is
worsening every day. If this problem do not solve
as much as possible, than women employer should
be diminished which is very harmful towards the
development of a society. For fighting against this
problem, besides Vishakha Judgment, a new Act
and a new law should be enacted by the
Government. As we know that, persons subjected
to sexual harassment experience a wide range of
physical and psychological ailments. Therefore I
think the Government should make a new Act for
the protection of women at workplaces. And
awareness on the part of the working women is
very necessary. So, it is the duty of every working
woman to fight for their basic rights with the
knowledge of the Vishakha guidlines. B
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The future of a community is in the well
being of its children. The above fact is
beautifully expressed by Wordsworth in his
famous lines "child is father of the man". So it
becomes imperative for the health of a nation to
protect its children from premature labour
which is hazardous to their mental, physical,
educational and spiritual development needs. It
is urgently required to save children from the
murderous clutches of social injustice and
educational deprivation, and ensure that they are
given opportunities for healthy, normal and

family is being subjected to "child labour'.

There are two concepts of child labour - first
as a bad economic practice and second as an
overt social evil. In the first it is involvement of a
child labour in profitable activities to augment the
family income. The second context, namely child
labour a social evil - is more complex in nature
and extent. In order to assess the nature of the
evil, and gauge the extent of damage it becomes
necessary to understand the character of the job
in which the child is engaged, the dangers to

CHILD LABOUR

Sailen Dutta

happy growth. Child labour is done by any
working child who is under the age specified by
law. The word, "work" means full time
commercial work to sustain self or add to the
family income. Child labour is a hazard to a
Child's mental, physical, social, educational,
emotional and spiritual development. Broadly any
child who is employed in activities to feed self and

which they are exposed and the development
opportunities they are denied. Technically the
term 'child labour' is used for children occupied
in profitable activities, whether industrial or non
industrial. It is especially applicable for activities
which are detrimental to their physical,
psychological, emotional, social and moral
development needs. It has been researched and
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proved that the brain of a child develops till the
age of ten, muscles till the age of seventeen and
his lungs till the age of fourteen. To be more
specific, any activity which acts as a hazard for
the natural growth and enhancement of these
vital organs can be considered harmful for
natural human growth and development and
termed - 'child labour'. It has been observed in
India and other countries, that the practice of
‘child labour' is a socio- economic problem.
Many appalling realities like poverty, illiteracy,
unemployment, low wages, ignorance, social
prejudices, regressive traditions, poor standard of
living, backwardness, superstition, low status of
women have combined to give birth to the
terrible practice of child labour. The children are
required to seek

be raised to allow consistent and full physical and
mental growth for every individual.

The Industrial revolution had ushered in the
horrendous practice of employing children of 4 and
5 years in factories in environmental conditions,
which were risky for their health and well being,
often proving fatal. Developed countries have
reacted sharply to this historical fact by equating
"child labour" with human right violation. However
poor countries are more accepting about child
labour as a living necessity. The year witnessed all
countries of the world except United States and
Somalia become a signatory to the Convention on
the Rights of the Child (CRC). 1990. The
strongest, most consistent language in legal
terminology prohibiting illegal child labour is

provided by the

employment either to
augment the income of
their families or to have
a gainful occupation in
the absence of
availability of school
going facilities at
various places. It has
been observed and
repeatedly stated in
recent times that 'child
labour' does not remain
a mere means of
economic exploitation
but has become a necessity due to the economic
needs of the parents and the child himself. Child
labour is also caused by different factors like
social traditions, family attitude, customs, and
dearth of schools or parental reluctance to send
ch'ildrer‘n to school, industrialization, urbanization,
migration etc. To counter the real situation
called child labour and save little humans from
abuse at a tender age, the government should
be compelled to provide compulsory and free
education to all children up to the age of
fourteen years. The recommendations of the
convention No.138 should be kept in mind by
those who formulate child labour laws. The
working age limit for an individual should also
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CRC. However it
does not establish
the practice of
child labour as
legally punishable.
Employment with
others and self
employment both
come under the
aegis of 'child
labour'. It has been
seen that children
who are street
sellers, street
entertainers, rag pickers, child prostitutes or
pornography models, beggars etc - are mostly
without natural guardians and exploited by
underground gangsters and racketeers. These
children are mostly children of illegal migrants.
They are the victim of abandonment, riots, wars
or just sheer poverty and homelessness. In poor
countries some children are helping hands for their
parents or are employed in factories, commercial
organizations or households with the consent of
the parents. The most appalling form of child
labour is prostitution and modeling for child
pornography. Some children are even sold to fiefs
by their parents for money.

Child labour in India is a human right issue




for the whole world. It is a serious and extensive
problem, with many children under the age of
fourteen working in carpet making factories, glass
blowing units and making fireworks with bare
little hands. According to the statistics given by
Indian government there are 20 million child
labourers in the country, while other agencies
claim that it is 50 million. The situation of child
labourers in India is desperate. Children work for
eight hours at a stretch with only a small break
for meals. The meals are also frugal and the

-
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children are ill nourished. Most of the migrant
children, who cannot go home, sleep at their work
place, which is very bad for their health and
development. Seventy five percent of Indian
population still resides in rural areas and are very
poor. Children in rural families who are ailing with
poverty perceive their children as an income
generating resource to supplement the family
income. Parents sacrifice their children's

education to the growing needs of their younger
siblings in such families and view them as wage
earners for the entire clan.

The Indian government has tried to take
some steps to alleviate the problem of child labour
in recent years by invoking a law that makes the
employment of children below 14 illegal, except in
family owned enterprises. However this law is
rarely adhered to due to practical difficulties.
Factories usually find loopholes and circumvent
the law by declaring that the child labourer is a

distant family member. Also in villages there i‘s no
law implementing mechanism, and any punitive
actions for commercial enterprises violating these
laws is almost non existent.

Child labour is a conspicuous problem in
India. Its prevalence is evident in the child work
participation rate, which is more than that of other
developing countries. Poverty is the reason for
child labour in India. The meager income of child
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labourers is also absorbed by their families. The
paucity of organized banking in the rural areas
creates a void in taking facilities, forcing poor
families to push their children in harsh labour, the
harshest being bonded labour. Bonded labour traps
the growing child in a hostage like condition for
years. The importance of formal education is also
not realized, as the child can be absorbed in
economically beneficial activities at a young age.
Moreover there is no access to proper education
in the remote areas of rural India for most people,
which leaves the children with no choice.

Child labour is a very complicated
development issue, effecting human society all
over the world. It is a matter of grave concern
that children are not receiving the education and
leisure which is important for their growing years,
because they are sucked into commercial and
labourious activities which is meant for people
beyond their years. According to the statistics
given by ILO and other official agencies 73
million children between 10 to 14 years of age re
employed in economic activities all over the
world. The figure translates into 13.2 of all
children between 10 to 14 being subjected to child
labour.

Some common causes of child labour are
poverty, parental illiteracy, social apathy,
Ignorance, lack of education and exposure,
exploitation of cheap and unorganized labour. The
family practice to inculcate traditional skills in
children also pulls little ones inexorably in the trap

of child labour, as they never get the opportunity
to learp anything else. Absence of compulsory
education at the primary level, parental ignorance
fegarding the bad effects of child labour, the
ineffictivity of child labour laws in terms of
Implementation, non availability and non
accessibility of schools, boring and unpractical
school curriculum and cheap child labour are
some other factors which encourages the
phel}omenon of child labour. It is also very difficult
for immature minds and undeveloped bodies to
under.stand and organize them selves against
exploitation in the absence of adult guidance.
Poverty and over population have been identified
as the two main causes of child labour. Parents
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are forced to send little children into hazardous jobs
for reasons of survival. even when they know it is
wrong. Monetary constraints and the need for
food, shelter and clothing drives their children in
the trap of premature labour. Over population in
some regions creates paucity of resources. When
there are limited means and more mouths to feed
children are driven to commercial activities and not
provided for their development needs. This is the
case in most Asian and African countries.

Illiterate and ignorant parents do not
understand the need for wholesome proper
physical, cognitive and emotional development of
their child. They are themselves uneducated and
unexposed, so they don't realize the importance of
education for their children. Adult unemployment
and urbanization also causes child labour. Adults
often find it difficult to find jobs because factory
owners find it more beneficial to employ children
at cheap rates. This exploitation is particularly
visible in garment factories of urban areas. Adult
exploitation of children is also seen in many
places. Elders relax at home and live on the
labour of poor helpless children.

The industrial revolution has also had a
negative effect by giving rise to circumstances
which encourages child labour. Sometimes
multinationals prefer to employ child workers in
the developing countries. This is so because they
can be recruited for less pay, more work can be
extracted from them and there is no union problem
with them. This attitude also makes it difficult for
adults to find jobs in factories, forcing them to
drive their little ones to work to keep the fire
burning their homes. The incidence of child labour
would diminish considerably even in the face of
poverty, if there are no parties willing to exploit
them. Strict implementation of child labour laws
and practical and healthy alternatives to replace
this evil can go a long way to solve the problem
of child labour. Children who are born out of
wedlock, orphaned or abandoned are especially
vulnerable to exploitation. They are forced to work
for survival when there are no adults and relatives
to support them. Livelihood considerations can
also drive a child into the dirtiest forms of child
labour like child prostitution and organized begging.




There are specific clauses in the draft of
Indian constitution dated 26th January 1950, about
the child labour policy in India. These are
conveyed through different articles in the
Fundamental rights and the Directive Principles of
the State Policy. They lay down four specific
policy rules regarding child labour.

1. No child below the age of 14 years shall
be employed to work in any factory or mine or
engaged in any other hazardous employment.
(Article 14)

2. The state shall direct its policy towards
securing that the health and strength of workers,
men and women and the tender age of children
are not abused and that they are not forced by
economic necessity to enter vocations unsuited to
there are and strength. (Article 39-E)

3. Children shall be given opportunities and
facilities to develop in a healthy manner and in
conditions of freedom and dignity and that
childhood and youth shall be protected against
moral and material abandonment.( Article 39-f)

4. The state shall endeavor to provide within
a period of ten years from the commencement of
the constitution for free and compulsory education
for all children until they complete the age of
fourteen years. (Article 45)

It was also decided that both the Union
government and the State government could
legislate on matters concerning child labour.
Various legislative initiatives were also taken in
this regard at both the State and Union level.

The main legislative measures at the national
level are The Child Labor Prohibition and
Regulation Act -1986 and The Factories Act -
1948. The first act was categorical in prohibiting
the employment of children below fourteen years
of age, and identified 57 processes and 13
occupations which were considered dangerous to
the health and lives of children. The details of
these occupations and processes are listed in the
schedule to the said Act. The factories act again
prohibits the employment of children less than
fourteen years of age. However an adolescent
aged between 15 and 18 can be recruited for
factory employment only after securing a fitness
certificate from a medical doctor who is

authorized. The Act proceeds to prescribe only
four and an hour's work period per day for
children between 14 and 18 years. Children are
also not allowed to work in night shifts.
Moreover, in the year 1996 the Supreme Court
of India came out with a judgment in court that
directed the State and Union government to
make a list of all children embroiled in
hazardous occupations and processes. They
were then told to pull them out of work and
asked to provide them with proper education of
quality. The judiciary also laid down that Child
Labor and Welfare Fund is set up. The
contribution for this was to be received from
employers who contravened the Child Labor
Act. India is also a signatory to the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child, ILO
Abolition of Forced Convention - No 105 and
ILO Forced labour Convention - No. 29. A
National Labor Policy was also adopted in the
year 1987 in accordance with India's
development strategies and aims. The National
Policy was designed to reinforce the directive
principles of state policy in the Indian constitution
that every country is absolutely bound by its duty
to provide free primary education to its children.
It is important to remember that industrialization
can afford to wait but youth cannot be captured
for long. It is imperative that the basic tenet
made in article 24 of the Indian constitution -
prohibiting the employment of any child below
fourteen years of age, in a factory, mine or any
other hazardous employment be stopped - l?e
adhered to. There should be no ambiguity in
ensuring the right of every child to free basic
education and the promise of the constitution
should be fully implemented in the here and
now.

Projects related with human resource
development, dedicated to the child welfare
issues must be given top priority by the central
and state governments to stop the menace of
child labour. Child labour laws need to be strictly
implemented at the central and state levels.
Corruption and negligence in child labour offices
and employee circles should be dealt with very

strictly by the judiciary and the police force. ®
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Chronological Understanding of
Earthquake is Intensity of N.E India
with special reference to Assam

Earthquake in 1930

Prasanta Kr Gogoi
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1. Introduction

Northeastern Region, including Assam is
prone to natural disasters like earthquake, floods,
landslides, cyclone and occasional draught .The
population in the NER of India is subjected to
Qerennial and environmental disasters
lll-(e,Earthquake, floods, landslides,Cyclones etc .
I?lsasters cause sudden disruption to the normal
life of a society and cause enormous damage to
property to a great extent. Chronological review
of the past major disasters show a very grim picture
of the region in regards to potential disasters in
future. The lesson learnt from these past events
may guide us to take appropriate decisions in time
of disasters.

1.1. Earthquake Occurrences

>>3053

Wedge between two plate-( a broken part
of the lithosphere which is generally floating on
partially liquid asthenosohere beneath)- collision
boundaries, the Himalayan in the north and the Ino-
Burman in the east, the North-Eastern Region is
one of the seismically most active regions of the
world . With complex tectonic and geology set up
of the region and intense continental convergence
of the northward moving Indian plate at the rate of
20+03mm/year can produce earthquakes of
magnitudes 8 and above every few hundred years,
Consequently it has been under continual threat from
major earthquakes and the subject being seriously
debated in national and international forums.. The
two great earthquakes of magnitudes 8.7 in 1897
and 1950 are memorable events in the annals of



earthquake history of the world. These earthquakes
have been so intense that the rivers changed their
courses, ground elevations immensely affected.
Besides as many as twenty destructive earthquakes
of magnitudes 6~7 rocked this region during the
past century. Some better known damaging
earthquakes of NE Region are described below:
2 Significant earthquakes in N-E India :

Both instrumented and non-instrumented
events are listed below. Reported magnitudes are
listed for instrumented events while the maximum
observed intensities are listed for non-instrumented
shocks. Some of the latter might also have
magnitudes assigned to them by various authors, in
which case the reference is state
A) Earthquakes during Non-Instrumental Period in
Assam

" 1548 earthquake during the reign of king
Suklenfa of Ahom kingdom

" 1596 earthquake during the reign of king
Sukhamfa - do-

" 1601 earthquake during the reign of king
Susengfa - do-

" 1642 earthquake during the reign of king
Sarufa. - do-

" 1663 earthquake when Mirjumla fled away
from Assam

" 1696 earthquake during the reign of king
Rudra Singha. - do-

"1732 earthquake.

" 1759 earthquake during the reign of king
Rudra Singha - do-

" 1772 earthquake of relatively severe
intensity.

" 1832 earthquake.

" 1848 earthquake.
B) Earthquake during Instrumental Period In Assam

The Earthquake during Instrumental Period
In Assam

The following major Earthquakes occurred
in the years 1869, 1897, 1923, 1930, 1943, 1947,
1950, 1985, 1984 & 1988.

1869 - Cachar (Assam), India, M 7.5
The earthquake that struck Cachar, Assam
on 10th January 1869 caused heavy damage in the

region The epicentre of this earthquake located in
the Cachar region of Assam.The impact of the
shock was felt over 6,50,000 square kilometres.
There was heavy damage in the towns of
Cherrapunji, Silchar, Shillong and Sylhet and also in
Manipur. Fissures opened on the banks of the Surma
river and sand vents threw up great amounts of
sand and water. The epicentral tract was 30 - 45
kilometres long and 5- 6 kilometres wide lying on
the northern border of the Jaintia Hills. The
hypocentre had a depth of 50 kilometres.
1897 - Near Rongjoli, Assam, India, Ms 8.7
This was one of the most powerful
earthquake in the Indian sub-continent and probably
one of the largest known anywhere. The quake
wrecked havoc across southwest of the present
states of Assam, Meghalaya and Bangladesh.
About1542 people were killed and hundreds more
injured. Damage from the earthquake extended into
Kolkata where dozens of buildings were badly
damaged or partially collapsed. Shaking from the
event was felt across India, as far as Ahmedabz?d
and Peshawar. Seiches were also observed in
Myanmar. :

It had a magnitude estimated variously
between Ms 8.7 and Mw 8.. The earliest report c?f
extreme ground acceleration is recorded fqr this
earthquake, where stones on the roads of Shlllon'fg
as said to have "vibrated like peas on a drum".
Recent studies also indicate that this might have
been a blind earthquake because there was no
surface exposure of the fracture Previously this
earthquake was thought to have been caused by a
slip along north dipping fault that forms the ple'lte
boundary under the eastern Himalayas. New s_tud.les
show that it originated on a south-south-west dipping
fault, named the Oldham Fault, bounding the_nonh-
western section of the Shillong Plateau. During the
event, the total slip on this fault, amounted to 16
metres, which is among the greatest for any known
earthquake. Geodetic observations ind.icate that the
rupture extended up to 35 kilometres into the.cru's.t
and might have even cut though its base, which in
this region, lies at a depth of 43-46 kilometres. The
rupture of the Oldham Fault terminated at a depth
of 9 kilometres from the surface of the earth,
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implying that this event was blind.
Previously this earthquake was thought to

have been caused by a slip along north dipping fault

that forms the plate boundary under the eastern
Himalayas. New studies show that it originated on
a south-south-west dipping fault, named the Oldham
Fault, bounding the north-western section of the
Shillong Plateau. During the event, the total slip on
this fault, amounted to 16 metres, which is among
the greatest for any known earthquake. Geodetic
observations indicate that the rupture extended up
to 35 kilometres into the crust and might have even
cut though its base, which in this region, lies at a
depth of 43-46 kilometres. The rupture of the
Oldham Fault terminated at a depth of 9 kilometres

from the surface of the earth, implying that this
event was blind.

ruined. Ekra-
buildings

The earthquake caused great destruction to
many towns in Assam and Meghalaya.Most often
referred to is Shillong and Guwahati, where most
of the structures like the Telegraph House, were
demolished.For example, all stone works in the
neibourhood of Shillong, including most of the
bridges,were absolutely leveled to the ground.The
stone houses ,and particularly the Churches, were
reduced flat heaps rubles. Two 30-40 ft tall
monuments of excellent cut stone work were

built buildings also got damaged. Plank
of wooden framework and resting

unattz.iched on the ground remained intact The
severity of the effects in this area requires that this
entire area is in the near field.Oldham has drawn
the contour line encompassing the known cases of
ikl fiamage to indicate the "limit of severe
damage" resembling a hat .On the basis of Oldham's

descriptions another co
& Armbruster, 1981
VII'to IX, which ext

1

Hills.
and C

ntour was drawn (Seeber
) to show the limit intensity of
ends ~550km in E-W direction.

?hls contour line delimits the intense liquefaction

n the a‘lluvial Plains. The western extent of the 1897
landslides and intens

defined and abut with
landslides and "slump
to them the 1897 ry
farther than longitu

e liquefaction are sharply
the 1934 Bihar earthquake
belt" respectively. According

pture probably did not extend
de 93*E,

I_Eﬁndslides were reported all across the Garo
¢ towns of Dhubri, Goalpara, Guwahati

oach Bihar in Assam
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and West Bengal were

heavily damaged. Earthquake fountains, some 4 feet
high, were reported from Dhubri. The Jolboda and
Krishnai bridges were also ruined. At Goalpara, a
10-foot wave from the Brahmaputra (possible
subsidence), swept into the area, destroying the
bazaar and many pukka buildings. Ground waves
were reported from Nalbari. where the observer saw
rice fields rise and fall as the waves passed under
them. At Guwahati, the earth subsided along the
Brahmaputra and several sand vents were formed.
The Brahmaputra is also reported to have risen by
7.6 metres and even reversed its flow during the
shock. Large scale subsidence was also reported
from Muktagacha, Bangladesh. This town was
constructed on reclaimed ground. . Fissures and sand
blows occurred over a wide area of Assam,
Meghalaya, West Bengal and northern
Bangladesh. Fissures and sand blows were
also reported from some parts of Bihar. The
earthquake affected both Dhaka and Kolkata, which
are presently the most densely populated cities in
the region. At Dhaka, most of the buildings were
heavily damaged and many collapsed. Sand vents
also occurred at many places in the city. Kolkata,
was also badly affected, though to a much lesser
extent than Dhaka. Walls and parapets came off
many buildings, and the steeples of some churches
were broken off. Damage was reported from
Bardhwan, Bhagalpur, Behrampur, Comillah,
Chittagong, Jamalpur, Jessore, Khulna, Monghyr
(Munger), Murshidabad, Naokhali (Maijdi) and
Purnea. Shaking effects of the main shock were
experienced over a wide area of the subcontinent
as far as Himachal Pradesh, Myanmar and the
present-day Indo-Pakistan border. At towns like
Lucknow and Allahabad, the shaking was strong
enough to displace crockery. At Kathmandu, trees
and free standing objects swayed and people ran
outdoors. To the south it was felt at Bezwada in
Andhra Pradesh and in the west upto Sehore, in
Madhya Pradesh. Chandeliers and lamps oscillated
at Piploda and Khandwa. It was not felt in Mumbai,
though instruments did pick up the disturbance. Long
period effects such as water oscillations were also
reported. At Ahmedabad, water in a tank was set
into motion and it spilled over partitions in the tank,
In Myanmar, on the Theingale River, near Tagaung,
no tremors were felt but water in an old river course



was "lapping along its banks" and at Thayetmyo,
water in a tank began to oscillate back and forth
forabout three minutes, rising 18 inches on the side
of the tank. Hot springs at Sitakund became more
active following the quake, while those at Rajgir
discharged coloured water for three days.
1923 - (Meghalaya), India, Ms 7.1

A strong earthquake shook parts of south of
Meghalaya, Assam, West Bengal and Bangladesh
on the morning of 9th September 1923.The
earthquake causes heavy damages at Mymensingh,
Cherrapunji, Guwahati. The earthquake was also
feltat Barisal, Chittagong, Nagrakata, Midnapore,
Srimangal, Sivasagar,Tatung, Salonah, Borjuli,
Narayanganj.
1930 - Dhubri (Assam), India, Ms 7.1

A strong earthquake shook parts of western
Assam, West Bengal and Bangladesh on the
morning of 2nd July 1930. Strong as it was the
Dhubri earthquake most surprisingly but thankfully
did not cause any fatalities, though a few were
injured. This, in spite of the fact that it hit in the
early hours of the morning. Most of the buildings in
Dhubri and the surrounding areas were destroyed
in this shock.
1943 - Near Hojai (Assam), India, Ms 7.2

The earthquake of 29th July, 1947, had a
magnitude of 7.7 This earthquake is felt over larger
region - Assam, Bengal (upto Kolkata) & Bihar
(upto Purnea). At Jorhat in Assam water
overflowed riverbanks. At Dibrugarh, Jorhat &
Tezpur crack in walls & failure of electricity at
Guwahati. The earthquake is also felt at Silchar,
Kathmandu, Rajsahi, Krishnagar, Lasha, Cooch-
Bihar, Mymensingh, Dhubri, Rangpur, Tezpur,
Srimangal, Bogra, Kalimpong, Comilla, Darjeeling,
Guwahati, Purnea. 1950 - Arunachal Pradesh, India,
Mw 8.7(also known as "Assam Earthquake of
1950".) This "Independence Day" earthquake was
the 6th largest earthquake of the 20th
century. Though it hit in a mountainous region along
India's international border with China, 1500 people
waskilled and the drainage of the region was greatly
affected. The resultant floods were the cause of
most of the fatalities aftermath of this earthquake.
The initial shock was followed by thousands of
aftershocks, some of which were big earthquakes

enough to be reckoned. It had a magnitude of 8.7
and struck a relatively sparsely populated region
along the Indo-China border. This earthquake is
often referred to as the "Assam Earthquake of
1950

The earthquake occurred at 7:39 PM on
August 15, 1950. It was felt throughout north-eastern
India and in many parts of eastern India. It was
also felt throughout Bangladesh, Bhutan and
Myanmar. Damage occurred in the entire region
as far as Kolkata. It was felt across a wide area of
the subcontinent, over an area totaling 4.5 million
square miles. There was widespread devastation
in Upper Assam, the Abor Hills and the Mishmi
Hills. The region that suffered the most damage to
life and property was 15,000 square miles. This
included the districts of Jorhat, Lahkimpur, Sibsagar
and Sadiya, in Assam. Dibrugarh and Saikoaghat
were among the worst affected areas. Railway
communications were disrupted due to damage to
tracks and bridges. However, the area that suffered
damage and encompassed by the isoseist VIII was
nearly 75,000 square miles. There were fissures n
the earth, from which water and sand was emitted.
These are called sand vents and represent
liquefaction due to intense ground shaking. Vast
areas of land either were elevated or subsided,
altering the drainage of the region. .

There were huge landslides in the mountains
and these dammed tributaries of the Bramaputra
River, like the Dihang, Dihing and Subansiri. The
latter was dammed by landslides for several days
and some worst liquefaction damage was reported
from the area where the river enters the plains.Theﬁe
were breached a few days later and resulted in
serious flooding. Most of the loss of life was as a
result of the flooding and not directly from the
earthquake. Pilots flying over the meizoseismal area
reported great changes in topography; this was
largely due to enormous slides, some of which were
photographed. Alterations of relief were brought
about by many rockfalls in the Mishmi Hills and
destruction of forest areas. 1,526 deaths were
recorded, out of which 600 were from Lakhimpur
and Sibsagar districts alone. In the Arbor Hills 70
villages were destroyed with 156 casualties due to
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landslides. Dykes blocked
the tributaries of the
Brahmaputra; that in the
Dibang valley broke
without causing damage,
but that at Subansiri opened
after an interval of 8 days
and the wave, 7 metres
high, submerged several
villages and killed 532
persons.Mathur concluded
that at least 5x1010 cubic
metres of material was
involved in the sliding This
is about 30 times of the
average load

of detritus carried by the
river Brahmaputra
annually . F. Kingdon-
Ward, a botanical explorer
at Rim_a, very near to the epicentre, heard heavy
explosive sounds. These sounds were also heard
atmany places in India and Myanmar, at distances
of over 750 miles. Though his primary concern was
getm.xg back to India, he did confirm violent shaking
at Rima as well as extensive landslides. Anders
Kvale: coined the term seismic seiche in 1955 to
describe oscillations of lake levels in Norway and
England caused by the earthquake.

This earthquake was caused due to a slip on the
Jiali and Po Chu Faults in southern Xizang, along
the bord.er with northeast India. The fault plane
mecl}anlsms for this event indicates strike-slip
faulting (Ben.-Menahem et al. 1974) with one of
the planes striking NW. Surface fau Iting is thought
to have also occurred as a result of the quake. A
recent fault plane solution by Chen & Molnar
(1977) suggested a plane dipping NW with a slip in
the dip direction of the plane. According to this
mod.e] the source of all known great earthquakes,
that is, the Himalayan detachment extends further
east than the surface termination of the Himalaya,
and also the Jocus of the 1950 event. The
earthquake wag followed by a large number of
aftershocks, most of which were of magnitude 6.0
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or greater. These were very frequent following the
earthquake and continued for many years after the
main shock. Their frequency however kept on
decreasing with the passage of time. The aftershock
zone extended from 94 degrees east longitude to 97
degree east longitude. The aftershocks Chen and
Molnar, 1977) are located primarily in the central
portion of themeizoseismal area, and extended
considerably beyond the limit of the landslides to
the north and to the southeast.

SAND VENT AT ROWMARI, 12 JUNE, 1897
North Lakhimpur, Assam Bridge on Ranganadi

Saikhoaghat, Assam Cracks and fissures in Upper
Assam Trunk Road

15THAUGUST, 1950
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THE IMPORTANCE OF COLLEGE LIBRARY
WITH A SPECIAL REFERENCE TO

ADP COLLEGE

Sukriti Hazarika
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A college is an institution of higher education which usually offers two years higher secondary and
three years bachelor degree courses. Some colleges offer master degree also.

The library is the most important intellectual resource to the academic community. Library is the
most important part of a college. It is the most expensive educational resource centre of the college. It
requires huge cost to provide full information support to the teaching learning process in the college. For
its effectiveness a college library requires its due position in the overall structure of the college. It
acquires process and maintains all sorts of reading materials to their user community. It requires adequate
number of staff and sufficient fund to meet it's real objectives.

A college library must fulfill the following basic needs to support the teaching, research anc‘l study
requirements of the college community, if it is to be an intellectual workshop. The main objectives of
college library are -

)  Topromote the records of human knowledge and to keep them up-to-date in accordance with the
needs of the users of today and tomorrow.

i) Toprovide individual or group guidance to the library resource with information.

i) Toencourage students to develop skills for self education and to introduce them to various types
of documents and other media which may help in their education.

iv) To assist the teacher in organizing the syllabus and method of teaching.

v)  To inform the teaching staff in developing current knowledge and information in the field of their
interest.

In our college, the library was established in 1959. Initially, the college had no separate building

for library but in 2003, we got a new building for the library. The library building of a college should be
ANADALEKHA>> 2012[8Ye&)




well-equipped to provide adequate services and facilities so that the users can meet their requirements
according to their academic purpose. Our college library has two floors. the ground flooris 2196 sq
feet. The ground floor is covered by circulation area, stacks and almirahs of books and first flooris
covered by almirahs of periodicals, magazines and reference books. There is also a reading room in first
floor.

The collection of college library should be live-one that may able to meet the extent and nature of
curriculum. In our library, the total no of books is 41,606. Other collection are mentioned below:

The no. of reference books 18,219
Periodicals 24
News Paper 9
Bound Periodicals 170
Audio-Visual materials 52

We have some special collection like -

Gandhian Study (347)

Human rights (More than 300)
Vivekananda studies

Ambedkar studies

(Books on) mushroom cultivation
Bio-furtilizer

Fashion designing, etc.

With other library services, now we provide online services such as - internet service, OPAC
(Online Public Access Catalogue) through which users can search their required books on computer
according to author, title, subject, accession number etc., E-Journal, N-List, and DOAJ (Directory of
Open Access Jornal).

Library automation is a phenomenon through which computer based information processing is
used to day- to-day operation of library system and services. Library automation software, as application
software performs day-to-day library activities through human interventions. There are many library
software packages such as CDS/ISIS, SOUL, Libsys, E-Granthalaya, D-Space, GSDL. KOHA etc.
In our library all are using SOUL software. Data entry of documents has almost been completed through
the software. The issue return process through computer is started only for the teachers, 4. 8 students
and B.Sc first year students. Within a few months, the issue return process will be done for all the
students. Now, we have started 'Barwding' in our library. By using this technology, all can scan a
document and member code of users and run the issue-return process swiftly without typing the accession

no of document and the member code of users. _ o
The library is the nerve centre of a college. It is considered as heart of the institution. In order to

build up an adequate college library, the essential things like collection, efficient staff, reference,
reprographic, internet services should be provided. When.N.AA.C visits a college, library helps to
contribute good marks to the college or institution. No academic institution should be established without

aproper library and qualified library staff.
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COTTAGE INDUSTRIES

OF
NAGAON DISTRICT AND THEIR ROLE
IN

THE ECONOMY

Parag Dutta

of small scale industry where the production

of commodity takes place in the
surroundings of homes and the workers, the so
called labors are supplied by the family members
only. In general, the machineries commonly used
at homes, are utilized for the production of
commodities. The importance of this type of
industry has been advocated and documented by
Mahatma Gandhi in almost all of his literary works.
Gandhiji was the pioneer in highlighting the
relevance of village industries and he stressed the
need for the revival of village industries in India.
He has made valuable contribution to the

Cottage Industry is a kind of specialized form

development of the theoretical and practical
aspects of village industries. A comg!ete
presentation of all the writings of Gandhiji on
village industries is not possible. However, _hls
thoughts regarding man, machinery and ciwhzatlo_?
are presented in his pioneering, work Hindswaray'
In this book, Gandhiji made a strong attaclf on
machinery and mass production. His observations
regarding machinery and production by the masses
are quite significant in the context of the changing
patterns of industrial set up in India today. Toc.lay
as we experience the ill effects of industrialization
a lasting solution to the problems could be achieved
only through rural industrialization which has a
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capacity to create more employment opportunities
with low investment and shorter gestation. It may
act as a catalyst factor to solve the problems of
poverty and penury, unemployment and
underemployment especially in the backward areas.
These industries also help to develop local initiative,
co-operation and spirit of self reliance in the
economy and at the same time help in the utilization
of the available manpower for processing locally
available raw materials by adoption of simple and
indigenous techniques.

The finesse and exquisite workmanship of a
wide variety of industrial products of ancient Assam
earned universal acclamation, as is evident from
many literary and historical records. In all branches
industry and craftsmanship like weaving and
sericulture, or metal, ivory, wood, leather, clay, cane,
bamboo works and the like, the reputation of
Assamese artisans was equal to that of the
craftsmen of other parts of contemporary India.

Self sufficiency had been the key-note of Assam's
economy since very early period of history and
various cottage. industries formed in the state,
therefore, an inalienable part of her culture. To a
large number of the people these cottage industries
been, as it were, a way of life rather than mere
Source of living. Dr. E.A. Gait in his 'A History of
Assam' has stated that the industry was highly
developed in Ahom period. There are references
to Wweavers, spinners, goldsmiths, potters and
workers in ivory, bamboo, wood, hides and cane.
N Tl}e l.argest of North Eastern States of India,
s;am Isrich in natural resources, minerals, forests
:;ls(y‘\:/alter and has vast tracts of fertile land. 70%
and allze(:{ Its population is engaged in agriculture
rich in & activities. However, in spite of being Yery
very sna'elr Datur.al resources, the state exhibits a
. aditio;,l npace in the industrial sector. Assam is
region lally fam-ous for its cottage industry. The
— is especlal.ly famous for spinning and
s ericulti.rconage industries of the state im:,lude
carpen ¢, handloom, cane and bamboo articles,
try, brass and bell-metal crafts etc.
(Spelledeb Ct;ntra! fﬁssam District of Nagaon
Assam. It °ts and the most populous district of
SPrawls across almost four thousand
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square kilometers of fertile alluvial plains and thickly
forested hills. Almost 24 percent of the total area
of the district is covered by forest of different
intensity.

Nagaon district is full of natural resources
consisting of fertile alluvial land; diversity of plants
and animals in the forests in the form of forest
resources, wetlands-marshy land and fisheries,
deposits of minerals like granite and quartz and minor
minerals as railway ballast, road metal, sand and
brick clays etc. The clay found extensively in the
alluvial tract of the district is quite suitable for the
manufacture of bricks and earthenware. Like
Assam, The district of Nagaon is practically
dependent on agriculture and has not yet assumed
a dominant role in industry. Tea manufacturing is
the predominant industry in the district. In addition
to the tea industry, there are few medium scale
industrial units in the District.

Present Scenario of Economy of Nagaon
District:

Economy of Nagaon District, in terms of
natural resources endowment, is purely agrarian.
It is providing livelihood to almost 78 percent of the
total population. Rice is the principal crop cultivated
in the district. Besides, Nagaon district accounts
for near about 9 percent of the total fish production
of the state. There are around 20 small and big
rivers, large areas of water bodies, swamps and
beels in Nagaon District having unique potential for
development of inland fisheries. The district also
has strong fishermen population.

The economy of Nagaon District also suggests
that there has been a lot of development in
aquaculture technologies during the last few
decades. Animal husbandry is another major sector
contributing to the economy of Nagaon District.
Production is less than the demand in the district.
The climatic condition of the district is suitable for
poultry farming. Most of the poultry birds are reared
in small units. Non availability of quality poultry feed
in the local market along with high cost of
ingredients and limited supply of essential medicines
are the major constraints for development of this
sector. The low productivity of the dairy animals is
apparently due to poor genetic character of the local




cows. However, considering demand and supply in
the district, there is ample scope for development
of animal husbandry in the district, particularly in
rural areas adjacent to urban and semi-urban areas.

Present Industrial Scenario of Nagaon
District:

The district of Nagaon is practically dependent
on agriculture and industry has not yet assumed a
dominant role in employment generation. Tea
manufacturing is the predominant industry in the
district. In addition to the tea industry, there are
few medium scale industries in the district.

Besides tea industry, jute industry, sugar mills,
etc. are other notable organized sector industries
in Nagaon District. There is good scope for agro-
based industries in the district including Pisciculture
and sericulture.

Tea Manufacturing is the predominant industry
in the district. In the medium scale industry sector,
in addition to Tea Industry, Assam Co-operative Jute
Mill Ltd. Silghat, Kampur co-operative Sugar Mill,
Katimari Weaving Project and Sack Craft paper
project at Dhing are the main Industrial projects
taken up in various sectors in the district.

Cottage Industries in Nagaon:

1. Handloom:

A unique feature in the Assamese society is
the absence of a specific class for weaving. Spinning
and weaving is commonly practiced, irrespective
of caste and creed. Knowledge of weaving was
considered essential for every Assamese girl and
no girl was considered suitable for marriage unless
she could acquire proficiency in the art of spinning,
weaving and embroidery. Mahatma Gandhi, during
his visit to Assam in had remarked:

"Every woman of Assam is a born weaver ...
she weaves fairy tales in cloth... and as I saw these
beautiful patterns, I could not help shedding a silent
tear over India's past glory, and her lost art."

The handloom industry is the most important
cottage industry in Assam and it is also a major
part of the economy of Nagaon District. It is closely
associated with art and culture of the society.
Weaving of fabrics is a way of livelihood of large
number of rural families and artisans. However,

this important sector is yet to be exploited
commercially.

Jajori, which is located about 17 Km from
Nagaon town is a very important centre of handloom
production. Famous for its "Kacha Pat" products,
there are approximately 6,705 nos of weavers here
covering most of the families of the place.
Considering its importance, govt. has established a
Handloom Production Centre at Jajori. The area
has immense potential by way of organizing,
modernization, training and providing adequate
marketing linkages. It is proposed to use the SHG
method here to develop its inherent advantage
fruitfully.

However in rest part of the district various
Self Help Groups are associated with commercial
production of Handloom products (both cotton yarn
and silk yarn products) such as: Gamocha, Mekhela-
Chador and other Assamese traditional dresses used
by various communities at different occasions.
However, the raw material for this industry i.e.,
cotton is seldom produced in the state and the
producers have to purchase raw cotton yarn from
the market in high prices. As such, the local handloom
products in the market are found to be a bit costlier
and are facing stiff competition from the looking
alike power loom products from outside the state
which are very cheap.

2. Sericulture:

Sericulture is one of the most ancient cottage
industries of Assam as well as Nagaon District.
Assam produces about 10% of total natural silk of
India. In Assam weaving of silken cloths are still
largely dependent on home-spun silk. Sericulture,
therefore, is an important cottage industry of the
State. The Sericulture industry of Assam forms the
backbone of the rural economy of the state. An
alternative to agriculture, most of the people frme
the rural background are engaged in the production
of silks and silken goods. The state contributes 99%
and 63% of the total Muga and Eri raw silk
production in the country. There are approximately
1.9 lakhs families engaged in Sericulture.

It is claimed that the art of silk weaving was
first brought from China to India by the Kiratas in
Assam. Blessed with a humid subtropical climate,
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Assam is known to produce some of the best quality
silk. There are three varieties of silk worms in
Assam. These are: eri (Attacus ricini), muga
(Antheroea Assamoea / Antheraea Assamensis)
and pat (Bombyxtextor) and its bountiful production
had brought into existence one of the most
prosperous cottage industries of Assam. The
Brahmaputra Valley of India is the only region in
the world where the worm Antheroea Assamoea,
which produces the famous muga silk, is reared.

3. Handicraft: Cane & Bamboo:

Bamboo has played an important part in the
lives of the people of Assam as well as the district.
It has been an integral part of the cultural, social
.'l:md economic traditions of the people, and is an
important component of the wealth. It grows in
natural forests, and is cultivated in homesteads,
groves and on private plantations. It is utilized in
many ways, as the basic raw material of the paper
1nd}15try, for housing, fencing, functional articles,
agricultural implements, basketry, and even fuel and
fopd. People possess traditional skills of working
with the material, and knowledge of the cultivation
and management of bamboo. Building on traditional
patterns of usage, bamboo and cane has evolved
to become the basis for many artisans and
craftsperson working on cane craft products for
the market. Cane furniture of Assam is much sought
after both in the national and international markets.
The uses of Bamboo in day-to-day articles of
Assamese people are listed below:

a. The main Bamboo products crafted for the
domestic purposes are
1. Chalani (sieve),

2.Kula (Winnowing fan)

3. Khorahi (small basket)

4. Dukula (big basket)

5. Dala (bamboo tray)

6. Duli (big basket)

7. Doon (measure)

8. Dhol (big maeasure)

b. Bamboo products used in fishing purposes
1. Polo

2. Jakai
3. Khalaij
4. Dori
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5. Chepa

6. Paran

7. Jhuti

8. Hogra
¢. Bamboo musical instruments

1. Flute

2. Gogana

3. Thorka
d. Some other commonly used bamboo products:

1. Bamboo brooms
. Knife handle
. Bamboo hand bags
. Folding Fans
. Bamboo mats
. Japi,ete.

The making of bamboo products is mainly a
rural industry. It is commonly pursued by the
agriculturists in their spare time as a subsidiary
occupation. Its heavy concentration in the rural areas
may primarily be attributed to the availability of
bamboos in the villages and the very high demand
for various bamboo products in every rural
household. In Nagaon district of Assam, Kandali,
Uriagaon and Kathiatoli are famous for the
commercial production and supply of the best quality
"Japis".

4. Agar wood Industry:

Assam's soil condition is particularly suitable
for growing Sanchi plant or Agar wood. The Agar
wood oil of Assam enjoys international brand equity.
Agar wood or Aquilaria Agollocha has been
identified as the most potential species of wood
which can generate large scale income and
employment for the people of Assam. It is
noteworthy that today Reserved Forests of the State
as well as the districts do not have Agar trees.
Therefore, unnecessary restriction on growing Agar
trees in private land and homesteads should be done
away with. As Agar wood can grow abundantly and
regeneration of this plant in Assam is very easy
because of very special climate and soil condition,
the restriction by Forest Department describing Agar
wood as one of the endangered species need to be
reviewed.

The Hojai Sub-division of Nagaon district is
known for its Agar-oil industry. However,
unfortunately, this industry is still in very infancy level
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atthe district as most of the people engaged in this industry are associated with this industry at village level
and in smaller units.

5. Kuhila Craft:

Kuhila koth (Indian cork) is one of the main handicrafts of the Batadrava area of Nagaon district.
Kuhila is cultivated in the low-lying, marshy areas. The portion that remains below the water is what is
utilized. The fibrous outer covering is scraped with a knife and then dried in the sun. It is then cut lengthwise
into small pieces, and these are then woven on a simple loom-like gadget made of wood and bamboo
poles. The items produced include seats, mats, and cushions.

6. Woodcraft and Carpentry:

Helped by humid subtropical Monsoon Climate, Assam is very rich in her forest resources. On the
basis of the timber procured from the forests of the state, the woodcraft developed its root in the state.
This is one of the important old time industries of Assam. This industry is seen functioning both on cottage
and on small-scale basis. In Assam as well as Nagaon district, the traditional carpenters who have been
the important elements in a village society belong to the community Sut or Sutradhar. Generally, a carpenter
earns his living by building houses, manufacturing carts, ploughs, looms, furniture, icons and boats.

The skill and ingenuity employed in woodcarving in the district are most commonly bestowed on
places of worship. Artist craftsmen are called Khanikars, based in the Satras, receive honour and
encouragement. Exquisite wood carvings are seen mostly on the decorative panels of the doors, walls,
beams and ceilings in prayer houses.

Though wooden artifacts of all sizes found their admirers, it is observed that there is no regular or
consistent demand for these articles in the market to ensure financial security of the craftsmen. Hence the
carpenters gradually are drifting to other professions, mainly agriculture and in most occasions now, the
craft is considered only a part-time occupation for the people in the district.

7. Pottery:

Pottery works has been a part of Human life since the beginning. The Kumars and Hiras are the two
traditional communities in the district that are indulged in Pottery works. There method of production is
completely different from each other. The Kumars use the Potters wheel for producing their articles
whereas the Hiras make them without the use of the wheel. The other striking feature of the Hiras is that,
in their community only women indulge in pottery works. Men go out for procuring raw materials and for
selling the finished items. These industries are seen at household level in almost all the corners of the
district.

8. Traditional Assamese Jewellery Industry of Ranthali, Nagaon:

Jewellery making has been a tradition in Assam. Gold was available in many of the rivers like
Subansiri, Dihing, Na-Dihing, Bharali and Brahmaputra flowing down from the Himalayas. In fact, a
particular tribe of people, the Sonowal Kacharis, were engaged only in gold washing in these rivers.
Assamese goldsmiths use an indigenous technique for melting gold and making jewellery. This art is
influenced by the folk tradition of ornament making a many of the forms like the Kharuphool, the Bore, the
Gorkhru, the Kanthi, the Har, the Hathphool and the Gajra are forms originally developed in folk j ewellery
and later adopted by city jewelers.

The goldsmiths and artisans of every district in Assam produce their own distinctive items. The most
well-known pieces of Assamese jewellery include the doog-doogi, loka-paro, jonbiri, thuriya, gaam-kharu,
gol-pata, dholbiri and keru.

Ranthali is a village in the Raha Tehsil of Nagaon District and is renowned for its tradltlonalAssamese
gold plated ornaments since long.

In spite of the declining number of goldsmiths manufacturing Assamese jewellery and the onslaught
of modern jewellery, the traditional Assamese gold jewellery is known for its beauty and refinement,
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retains its place of pride in Assamese society.

9. Supari (Dried Areca Nut) Industry:

Areca nut (Tamul) with Betel leafs (pan) is a part and parcel of the tradition of the Assamese people.
The moist subtropical climate along with fertile alluvial soil of the state is very much conducive to the
growth of this vegetation in the state. Areca nut is found in almost every homestead of the people in
Nagaon district. Based on locally available nuts and nuts brought from nearby districts a few small industrial
establishments are set up especially in some rural areas of the district for drying and packeting this nut
with the aid of indigenous eco-friendly technology.

Role of Cottage Industries in the Economy of the District:

In a region where more than 70 % of the total people lives on agricultural activities in the rural areas,
small and cottage industries built on the basis of locally available resources have a serious impact on the
people. Nagaon is the most populous district in the state and the population pressure is arguably felt by the
agricultural sector of the district. Heavy population pressure upon the agriculture of any region is supposed
to diminish the productivity of labour. Below, in the table, number of main workers, marginal workers and
non-workers of Nagaon district, as per 2001 Census is shown:

Total Workers ~ Main Workers ~Marginal Workers ~ Non-Workers
727641 566195 161446 1586988

Source: Economic Survey Assam 2009-10

However, in comparison to the phenomenal growth of
population in the district, the economic opportunities of the district
have not been increased at per. The productivity of agriculture of
thfa 'district has never been adequate to meet growing demand
arising out of population increase.

Tea industry is the largest industry in the district with a total
no of !31.small tea estates. Besides tea, there were 120 registered
factorles. in the district in 2002 as per the data shown by economics
and statistics department. Handicrafts are playing a key role in
the _dlstrlct in providing employment to a large no. of people.
Elflslldes the people engaged in handloom and sericulture, number

andicraft units and artisans in the district during 1995-96 are
shown in the tab]e below:

No. of units
2188

No. of Artisans
8575

Source: Handicraft Census 1995-96

sinceiagi?n d.istrict possess tremendous potentialiti.es to grow agx:o-based small scale industries provided
considerab(lm 1s made. Nagaon district is often coined as the Rice Bo.w] of Assam. It also produces a
L NEDeP ;le;ount of other cereal crops and vegeta.ble-s. Govt. Industrial Policy of Assam, 2008 as \\_'ell
P ata Bank recognizes that Nagaon district possess tremen-dous‘ prospects of developing
L szg industry at different levels. Moreover, the faVOL.lI‘able Physxo-cllmatlc en_vnronment of the
St Pports numerous small, medium and large scale industrial set up for horticulture prod}xf:ts

1de range of Vegetables, aromatic and medicinal plants, flowers, spices etc. There are opportunities

to source >organically grown fruits and vegetables. Only a few small scale factories have grown up in the
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district on the basis of available agro-horticultural
products available locally. These are:

1. Bakery and confectionary

2. Milk packetting

3. Rice, flour and spice grinding mills

4. Mustard oil extraction factory, etc.

The problem of unemployment has assumed
dangerous position in India. Eminent economists
have expressed the view that present problem of
unemployment can be solved by cottage industries
alone and not by large scale industries. Being a
region with predominantly rural agrarian population,
Nagaon district offers tremendous potentialities to
grow small village level manufacturing units with
its abundant natural resources and physiographic
and climatic set up.

Cottage industries in the study area are faced
with a number of difficulties. Our village artisans
are mostly illiterate and poor. They have been
employing traditional methods and techniques of
production. But of late, they have taken to new and
improved methods as a result of expansion of
education and awareness among them. Government
isalso helping them by extending training facilities.
Shortage of raw materials and difficulty in marketing
the finished goods at reasonable prices, are other
two great obstacles in the development of cottage
industries. This results in hardships and exploitation
of the artisans. The raw material becomes costlier
in remote villages and absence of marketing
organization results in disincentive to greater
production. Moreover, the advancement of agro-
based and allied sector industries in the district on a
popular scale have however been found to be hit
by several factors like power shortage, seasonal
floods etc. as envisaged by North-Eastern
Development Finance Corporation Ltd. (NEDFT).

This is the age of machines; mechanization is
the order of the day all over the world. But in an
underdeveloped and agricultural country like India
and especially Assam, the importance of cottage
industries cannot be over-emphasized. Even
Mahatma Gandhi strongly recommended the
development and expansion of cottage industries in
India. He said,

"I can have no consideration for machinery
which is meant to enrich the few at the expense of

many.

According to him, "Mechanization is good

when the hands are too few for the work intended
to be accomplished. It is an evil when there are
more hands than required for work as is the case in
India o The problem is how to utilize the idle hours
of teeming million inhabitants of our villages which
are equal to the working days of six months in a
year."

ok
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A BRIEF REPORT ON DOWSON FISHERY

NAGAON DISTRICT

Abhishek Bhuyan
B.Sc. 1st Sem.

ollution is a habitat contamination. It is a
P term that now a days all people have to
. think about. Pollution occurs in all habitats
Le. land, sea, fresh water and in atmosphere. Such
pollution occurs in our neibourhood everyday.
One such example of pollution or more commonly
can be called as environmental pollution is
DOWSON FISHERY. The fishery is surrounded
by Dowson school, Nagaon, Bengali Boys'
School, Ram Krishna Road ,Harijan Basti water

S“PPIS{ tank. Due to various problems water

pol}utlon of fishery has taken place. One of the

major causes of this is the roadside debris. Due

to the population growth in the locality ,various

Ez;lskehold debris, plastics, etc. are thrown on the

of the fishery. The municipality has taken
>>3033

some steps to prevent it. Another main reason is
the lack of proper drainage system. During rainy
season the banks of the fishery overflows. So it
gets mixed up with drain water which containall
household wastage water; also creating trouble to
the people. Another main reason of pollution is
Algae, one type of fungus that intake oxygen from
water; for which fish can't take oxygen sufficiently
and so they die. And if not removed from the pond
it can contaminate the water. Besides these three
reasons, some other reasons are there which have
not only polluted the environment but as well as

the fishery; such as the existence of pig poultry
nearby. To save the fishery not only the municipality

but also the district administration has to take some

strict measures.




Renewable Energy

Biplab Das
B.Sc. Ist Sem.

Sources of Renewale Energy :

Renewable Energy is the energy which
comes from natural resources such as sunlight,
wind, rain, etc. which are renewable (naturally
replenished). In 2008, about 19% of global final
energy consumption came from renewable; with
13% coming from traditional biomass, which is
mainly used for heating and 3.2% from
hydroelectricity. New renewable are accounted
for another 2.7% and are growing rapidly. The
share of renewable energy in electricity generation
is around 18%, with 15% of global electricity
coming from hydroelectricity and 3% from new
renewable. While many renewable energy projects
are large scale, renewable technologies are also
suited to rural and remote areas, where energy is
often crucial in human development. Mainly new
renewable energies are solar energy; wind energy;
modern biomass or biofuels; hydro energy and
geothermal energy.

Solar Energy :
Solar energy is obtained from the solar

system. A legend claims that Archimedes used
polished shields to concentrate sun light on the
Roman fleet and repel them from Syracuse.
Auguste Mouchout used a parabolic trough to
produce steam for the first solar steam engine in
1866. Concentrating Solar Power (CSP) systems
use lenses or mirrors and tracking systems to focus
a large area of sunlight into a small beam. A wide
range of concentrating technologies exits; which
are -

1) Parabolic Trough

2) Linear Fresnel reflector
3)  TheStilingDish
4) The Solar Power Tower

Various techniques are used to track the sun
and focus light. In all of these systems a working
fluid is heated by the concentrated sunlight and then
used for power generation or energy storage.
Wind Energy :

Wind poweris the conversion of wind energy
into a useful form of energy, such as using wind
turbines to make electricity, wind mills for
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mechanical
power, wind
pumps for
pumping water or
drainage or sails
to propel ships.
At the end of
2009 worldwide
nameplate
capacity of wind
powered
generators was
159.2 gigawatts.
BN Ne o by
production was
340 TWh, which
is about 2% of
worldwide
electricity usage :
and is growing
rapidly having
doubled in the past three years. Though its useful
characteristics wind farms is not universally
welcomed because of their visual impact and other

effects on the environment. Still; around 80

countries in the world are using wind power on

commercial basis; as per data till 2009. Also wind

power is non dispatchable, meaning that for

economic operation, all of the available output

must be taken
when itisavailable.
Hydro Energy :

H yidirfo
energy is simply
energy thatis taken
from water and
converted to
electricity. Hydro
energy can be
obtained by using
methods of
capture. It is a
clean  energy
source, as it does
not emit any toxins.
Though it is
cheaper than other
methods to convert
energy to
electricity. It has
some disadvantages such as it can change the
natural flow of water which can make it possible
to harm plants and animals of water.
Geothermal energy :

Geo thermal energy is obtained by tapping
the heat of earth itself. It is very expensive type of
energy production of energy and can be obtained
from very rare places.




A REFLECTION OR
MOMENTS OF FRIENDSHIP

Darathi Laskar
H.S. 1st year

A Poet's words -
'He that is thy friend indeed,
He will help thee in thy need;
If thou sorrow, he will weep,
If thou wake, he cannot sleep;
Thus of every griefin heart,
He will thee both bearo part;
There are certain signs to know
Faithfull friend from a flattering foe.

'Friendship' and 'Friends', these words
reflect the most beautiful relationship of the world,
Good friends with time, become almost a part of
our families. When I say 'all living being' I want to
mean that friendship is not only confined to human

beings alone, but all kinds of birds and animals too,
like cat, dear, rabbit, dog, horse, elephant, tiger,
parrot, dove, duck, wolf, mouse, ant etc not only
carry the bond of friendship but also exemplify it
from time to time.

Friends, are the partners of children, adviser
and safeguards of youngsters, competitors of adults
and supporters of old persons. In every stage,
friends perform different types of role in our life
and every role gives us satisfaction, which makes
us confident to do our own duties perfectly. Our
friends come to our lives for a limited period of
time and leave us one day, but they leave back
their memories forever. I want to tell that our
childhood friends do not stay in our lives forever
as our teenage friends and our adult friends do no
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stay in our lives ever but they make our lives
always but they make our lives complete. They
dwelt in our minds forever specially the time spent
with them are uncomparable.

Can you imagine, our childhood without any
friend ? You can, because during that period we
stay with our parents. But imagine our school life
without friends! It is unimaginable because at that
time we all make friends and want to spend time
with them. The most beautiful time of our life is
our school life, When we spend times with our
friends, I have no words to write about the
moments which
I spent in my
high school life
with my friends.
These moments
are priceless for
me. [request the
readers to
please think
about their own
school life for

once because
when we
remember. Our
school life we have tears in our eyes, amild smile
on our lips, a quite sadness and also wonderful
h_appiness in our heart. The memories of school
life in our heart and a wish in our mind that if only
We could get back our school life once again! If
We could get back the time with our friends of
our school life for amoment! How beautiful times
these were! The description or definition of
]?l‘iEIldShjp can not be given in letters or words. It
18 the only relationship which is unconditional.
In school life, especially in high school, we
realize more the value of friendship. We

understand that these times are the happiest
moment of our times. The lenity of age givesus the
greatest gift of the world, our friends! Friends make
our lives more interesting and memorable. After
leaving school friends and school we come to
college and make new set of friends. The life of
college is also a different chapter of our life but our
school life is simply great.

"Lovely times of school life

Will not return back ever

But the lovely missing memories of the life

Will stay in heart forever.'

In 21st century, we
treasure the memories of our
friends in our slembooks;
beautiful moments with our
friends in our albums. We
always think that we shall never
forget our friends in our life but
in the race of our life, in the real
world, our friends are lost like
the ship which is lost in the great
ocean. In the race of life and
wealth, we make our friends
our enemy competitors and then
we forget our school life. We are
more focused on our work and progression. But
even in such times some friends shall always be
there with us in our journey of life and this makes
our life comfortable and happy. Without friends we
all are like mechanical robots who work and always
want to make money.

In the racing world where people are
indifferent to each other, there are still some people
who enjoy their lives and its pleasures in the
company of their friends.

'Friendship is something beyond words,

It's something which you feel.. .




Women Education
and

Its Problems

Raihana Parbeen Barbhuyan
B. A. 3rd Year

"If you educate a boy, you educate one
individual. If you educate a girl, you educate the
whole family and if you educate a teacher you
educate the whole community."

Mother is the first educator of a child. From
birth to school age, the home environment and
association of other members of the family play
significant role in developing proper attitudes
among them. But much more important is the
influence of mother on the child. She is responsible
for his or her upbringing and care. Therefore, it is
very necessary that a mother is imbued with good
qualities and acts as model. She should be an
efficient citizen conscious of her rights and
responsible.

The destiny of a nation moulded and
fashioned through its education and as such, the
education of women has a strategic importance.
The significance of the education of women can
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not be underestimated. There can not be an
educated nation without educated women. If
general education had to be limited to men or to
women, that opportunity should be given to women,
for them it would most surely be passed on the next
generation.

In a democratic system the place of women
like men has a great importance. Now a days,
women are conscious about their rights and
obligations. In India, the percentage of women
education is on the increase and at present it 1S
about 39.19%. In the eleventh plan, the National
Government had launched a major scheme for the
development and improvement of women education
in the country. This will help to develop proper
awareness in them. This is very necessary for the
success of democracy.

Women education in our country has passed
through several stages of development. In ancient
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time, India both men and women had an access
to education. In the vedic age equality was given
to women. Both boys and girls received education
in "Ashrams" and "Gurukulas", In the Rigveda
mention was made of the "Rishikas" like Romasa,
Lopamudra, Apala, Kadru, Visvavara, Ghosa and
others.

Thus education of woman is of great
importance in our national and social life and we
have to be very careful in this respect. It is duty
of our society and the government to provide
adequate facilities for the education of women.
Because if we educate a girl, we educate the
whole family.

Problems of Women Education :

In the present progressive age it is desirable
that men and women hold the same status in
society. Generally co-education means education
of b_Oth boys and girls together in the same
Institution. But there are some problems. So
people try to establish new separate institution for
their girls. Because girl students faced some
problems in the co-educational institution. As
Eizri (I)lostels, men hostels have better facilities
S c;:ll:rlz)]llf)stels. The girl stL}dents were kept

In early years and in the later years

also they are not permitted to go out after 6 O'
clock in the evening,

Problems of Institutions :

colle;::;;gpoatﬂsor_‘ to general colleges, women
So women st Zr institutions are few in number.
educational ?’u.en_ts are enrolled in the co-
shortage ofims.tmftlons- In some places due to
their eduCat?SmUtlons women students withdrew
have atende: % and fall In wastage. The parent
Soon as po '€y 1o get their daughters married as

Possible after they attain a certain age.

us, co i : i
NServative attitude of the people specially

in rural areas is a difficult problem.
Economic Problems :

Most of the people of our country depend on
agriculture and small business like rope, basket and
pot making. Boys and girls are enrolled in the
educational institution, but the parents decide at last,
to drop their girls from the educational institutions.
Because in our social position education of boys is
considered to be more essential than girls. Low
income source has hampered the educational
development of women.

Early Marriage :

Another social problem is the marriage of the
girls in early stage. Most of the qualified grooms
search for educated girls of teenage. Some of the
parents think about the problem of daughter. There
is an evil conception in their minds that girls are
social burden for future. They decide to give marry
of their teenaged daughter to a handsome youth as
early as possible. After the completion of school
education, the next duty of the girl is to marry
anyone according to their parents will.

Conclusion :

Though education and training are the keys to
entry into the areas of progress in all sphares of
life, women continue to be greatly handicapped.
Educational achievements of women are significally
low in our present society. The performance of new
types of roles appropriate for women in the
changing society should be encouraged. Mass
Poverty is stumbling block in the way of women
education. In rural areas centres of secondary and
higher education should be opened for girls. The
spread of education among women leads to
improvement in their status which in turn leads to
future educational, social and economic

development of the country as a whole.




The Story of
MAMONI RAISOM GOSWAMI
A Note

Arindom Borkotoky

amoni Raisom Goswami is a
wonderfully talented artiste. Many
say that the myriad struggles and

experience of life shaped her identity. To us, if
someone does not have the urge from within to
understand the reality, which is always laden with
problems galore, the touches of real life remain
unused as raw material instead of its being
creatively converted into something else. In many
of her stories, there is the centrality of fervor
towards human relationships and at the same time,
there is a tangible consciousness of the existence
of death too. The practical experiences of this
storyteller living within a specific circle help in the
exposure of her subject matter. On the other hand,
Mamoni Raisom Goswami as a woman remains
at an undetermined distance cautiously guarding
the pangs and sorrows of her life.

b4
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In 1957, at the Annual Story Writing
Competition, Mamoni Raisom Goswami’s story,
‘Smritir Mukti’ won the first prize. At that time,
she was sixteen. The story was basically a poem
in a monologue form. We can see the stream of
consciousness as a narrative form used by our
writers but oftentimes, we find it hard to
acknowledge its wide diffusion, assuming it be the
exclusive resource at the disposal of writers like
Joyce and Woolf. The story of Mamoni Raisom
Goswami is a desire to escape from a world,
whose center is occupied by the memory of
death and attachment and because of the
existence of these very two contradictory
consciousnesses, the redemption itself becomes
elusive well-nigh impossible to achieve. In most
of her stories and novels, there is a fervent

attempt to escape from memories etched by the
practical experiences of life. As a matter of fact,
the humanism of Mamoni Raisom Goswami is
actually a sort of social configuration of an
extraordinarily instinctive woman’s profound
pangs of life.
Then, what can possibly be attributed to
be the source of the rebelling nature of the
characters in the stories or novels of Mamoni
Raisom Goswami. As a reader, I feel that it is the
quest to transcend herself that is actually
responsible for keeping the characters of her
stories and novels away from the usually
observed general feminine conduct of characters,
which are found in the stories and novels of other
Assamese writers. On the other hand, her
characters neither disregard nor do they tread
beyond the magnanimity of a character in real
life. The true worth of Mamoni Raisom Goswami
as a writer is her thorough understanding of
reality and hence the protests or the poignancy
of her characters become palpably the same for
the readers too. For this inclusive and enlarged
form of humanism, she had created a world of
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genderless readers. a world that goes beyond
regional barriers and gives a national identity to
it, through a narrative form that is completely
detached, through the form of stream-of-
consciousness with having the influence of social
realism as in ‘Nilkantha Braja’, ‘Ahoron’ or
‘Mamore Dhora Torowal’. Humanity is a word
that has no history: it only has cultural heritage.
Mamoni Raisom Goswami is one such writer who
creates the meaning of that heritage in the present
times, through the revolts and the heart rending
grievances of life.

The internal stream of perseverance for
redemption in the story of Mamoni Raisom
Goswami is markedly manifest in the lines of her
story, written at the age of sixteen. “Hearing
footfalls, when Kaveri looked back, she saw her
mother coming out of the Gokhai Ghar (Prayer
Room). Disheveled hair. The untold miseries of the
world seem to be manifested in the creases
spreading from her white forehead devoid of the
vermilion mark upto the throat. It seemed as if
Kaveri was overwhelmed by the sight. Kaveri
realized that her mother is completely free; no
bondages of any kind can affect Kaveri’s mother.
Kaveri experienced a burning thirst in a corner of
her heart. As if someone has informed her of
eternal redemption. At this momentous instant,
she could not think of anything else but death™.
Her mother’s widowhood seemed to be a path
for redemption in the eyes of Kaveri and instead
of choosing to enter into such a trap, the path of
death seemed to be the sole possibility for
redemption of Kaveri. Later in her novels the
quest for this redemption takes a natural recourse
to love and sexuality. Sometimes, the words of
Lawrence Birker as found in his book,
‘Consuming desire : Sexual Science and the
Emergence of a cultural Abundance’ seem to be
very true : As economic man realized his freedom
only by submitting to the law of market, so



psychological man and woman realize their
freedom only by submitting to the law of the
sexual market. Love and reality and perhaps that
developed.

There is a female masculinity in the women
characters of Mamoni Raisom Goswami’s novels.
A prominent example of such a character is
Damayanti in the story titled ‘Sanskar’. The soul
of a woman is always kept suppressed by the
image of her body as gazed by male her body.
Sexuality for Damayanti in the story ‘Sanskar’ is
like what Michel Foucault has said— ‘Sexuality is
not the most intractable element in power
relations, but rather one of those endowed with
the greatest instrumentality : useful for the greatest
number of manoeuvres and capable of serving as
a point of support, as a linchpin, for the most
varied strategies.” Mamoni Raisom Goswami’s
female characters also understood the physical
matter physically and hence the love or protest
coming from it was convincing to the readers
regardless of their genders.

Mamoni Raisom Goswami’s ‘Sanskar’ is
one of the best stories in Indian Literature. This
is story where she had to sale her body to live
her life because to her economic condition. But
still she rejects the proposal of getting married to
Mahajan and then aborts again and again. It is
considered Indian in the sense that in each of
Damayanti’s, or in other words, the protagonist’s
abortions, there is an outright rejection of a
permanent identity implicitly imposed by men but
at the same time, she cannot possibly transcend
the gender apartheid created by a society that is
quitessentially patriarchal in nature. Despite the
fact that Pitambar Mahajan had agreed to accord
her the status of a wife through marriage, she
deliberately did not bear his child, simply because
he was a shudra. This reflects not the arrogance
of Damayanti but also arrogance of Krishnakanta,
who belongs to the priest class and it becomes

conspicuously evident in his speech : “She has
aborted purposefully. She will not carry a
shudra’s sperm. She has aborted your child

kind of a physical expression of Damayanti, as a
character, is it seems purely biological, the root
cause is primarily economic. Viewed from this
perspective, each and every abortion that
Damayanti undergoes intentionally is basically a
strong protest against the patriarchal mentality of
using women as a sex tool. An attempt has been
made through what Damayanti does, to
simultaneously use man too for both sexual as well
as economic support. There are no shades of any
feminist’s theory limitated in this story but it is
simply a story of a human organization
experienced by Damayanti which has been
constructed by confronting the human society
head on. As said by Jacques Lacan, “Sexuality
is a name that can be given to a historical
construct.” Perhaps it is because of her inability
to stand the exploitative tortures that she reacts
in the form of a protest and it is probably through
protest that redemption is sought and found. If the
meaning of Sanskar, the title of the story, is taken
literally, which is reform, then we would have to
contend that it is all about social reform or some
sort of a reformation of a society. But this is n?t
so, for the thematic concern of the story 1s
primarily a women’s capacity to take her own
independent decisions in life. It also implies th.e
possibility of making one’s courage explicit
towards carrying out some kind of a reformation
in the society after the acquisition of that kind of
an aptitude. In this sense, poverty, in this story
serves as an enabling device for unearthing the
meaning of our existence. Damayanti’s
mannerisms substantiate the fact that it is neither
someone who is a dependent nor someone who
is gliding in material prosperity can actually use
the strong language of protest.
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ENFRANCHISEMENT OF WOMEN :
Role of Women's India Association

Alpana Baruah

. The formation of Women's India Associa-
ton (WIA) traces the growth of Indian women's
movement in the late 19th and early 20the cen-
tury- a period when the rights or wrongs of
women became the major issues. The early at-
tempt at reforming the conditions under which
Indian women lived were largely conducted by
men. By the late 19th century their wives, sis-
ter-s, daughters and others affected by cam-
Paigns, such as that of women's education, had
themselves joined in the movement, Women
started forming their own organizations from the

end of the 19the century first at the local and
then at the nationa] level.

In the years before

1917 independence (between

-45) there were two main issues that the
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women's movement took up were (1) Political
rights for women or enfranchisement of women
and (2) reform of personal laws.

When Lord Edwine Montague, secretary of
state for India, came to India to join the viceroy,
Lord Chelmford to survey the political scene in
1917 with a view to introduce constitutional re-
form, Indian women saw an opportunity to de-
mand political rights. This led to the foundation of
the women's India Association on 8th May 1917
in Madras (Adyar) by Annie Besant, Margaret
Cousins and Dorothy Jinarajadasa. All three were
Irish women theosophist and had been suffrag-
ettes in their own country. They were joined by
Indian women Malati Patwardhan, Ammu
Swaminathan, Mrs. Dadabhoy, Mrs.




Ambujammal, Dr. Muthulakhmi Reddy, Lady Nilkanth, Sarojini Naidu,
Rameswari Nehru etc. The organization developed 48 branches with a mem-
bership of 2700 by 1921 and 3000 by 1926. WIA was regarded as the first
truly feminist organization in India and it strongly supported Home Rule Move-
ment.

GOAL AND OBJECTIVES:

In respect of women taking lead for the cause of other women, establish-
ment and functioning of Women India Association (WIA) could be regarded as
the first attempt to organize women on an all India basis. The main goal of
WIA was to secure voting rights for women and women representation in the
legislatives. They started their movement with the following objectives-

(1) To present to women their responsibility as the daughters of India.

(2) To secure for women the rights to be elected and

(3) To bring women into a group for the purpose of self-employment and
education.

THE MOVEMENT (JOURNEY TO ACHIEVE THE GOAL):

The rise and rapid growth of political agitation for Self Government in the
country from the early years of the twentieth century made the women of India
also conscious of their exclusion by British law from any share in the govern-
ment of their land. Apart from the fact that women form half of the community,
the fact that this country was passing through a phase of women's emancipation
from ancient social and economic bondages had made women conscious of
their political rights. The Home Rule Movement of Annie Besant was also in-
strumental in creating a general political consciousness among the educated
women of India. The result was the formation of the Women's India Associa-
tion in1917 at Madras. The first challenge the Women's India Association
faced in the political sphere was the question of women's right to vote.

Voting is the basis activity by which the citizen get assimilated into the
political process. 'Politics' was a word that scared a large numberof women.
To attend a political meeting , to enter into a political work seemed to them to
be an adventure only to be undertaking by , for woman to be interested in
politics was to be unwomanly! It had traditionally been viewed as a male do-
main. So Women's India Association thought it necessary to impart political
training to women. It was conscious that the mistake made by the western
countries of leaving women out of the democrating and representative system
should not be repeated in India. As an association it wanted to do political
work of a nonparty but national in character on constitutional lines. It enabled
the association to attract women of all shades of opinion who all wanted
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women to gain political rights.

Annie Besant and Margaret E. Cousins
linked it with the suffragette movement in the
west. Margaret E. Cousins was one of the pio-
neers of the women's suffragette movement
both in Ireland and in England and suffered im-
prisonment twice for that cause in both the
countries. She identified herself with the cause of
India's political struggle and the with the cause
of women in particular. Both wanted the Indian
women also to gain the same rights as the
women in the west. Though the women's prob-
lems in England and its solution were bound to
he'we an effect in India, the situation in India was
different. Since India was under the control of
the British Government, even if the Indians were
ready to grant political rights to women , they
could do so only in the Home Rule Government.
Hence the nationalists wanted India to attain
Home Role first and sidelined women's issues,
whereas WIA wanted nationalist movement and
women's movement to £0 simultaneously.
hldi;}?;cg”mpaign for political representation in
ot 0 phases. Smce women had no po-
e ;‘md the basic political right was vot-
We;e enfr:n 111:t phase (1917-1926) the issues
i iscl: sement of women and eligibility
Gt thf atures. In the second phase (1927-
movement was for adult franchise

and increasin
, g women ion i L
Pl representation in the leg

takenTile tii}m Phase deals with the various steps
Y the women to attain voting rights and

the eligibility for the legislatures. Getting voting

%Elh-ltj ul.:? the Indian context was not an easy task.
Ll Ofa\;imner'lts Wwere advanced by the oppo-

: men's suffrage such as " women are
naturally unfit for the proper exercise of the fran-

chise" it g
1S unfeminine" it ig contrary to nature"
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etc. The British Government was also against
granting voting rights to women, because it
thought, it would have a great effect on the
people of India who did not happen to know
anything about that question. Lord Curzon openly
opposed it by saying that Britain would loose In-
dia if Indian women were given voting rights.

[t was the situation when the chief members
of the Women's India Association (WIA) pre-
sented an address to E. S. Montauge. On Ist
December 1917, when he was in Madras, the
memorable All India Women's Deputation con-
sisting of fourteen women headed by Sarujini
Naidu asked him women's franchise in India on
the basis of sex equality. Leading Indian women
gave for the first time public expression of their
feeling. The cruz of the demand of the deputation
was that when franchise conditions for India were
being drawn up women should be recognized as
people. It really marked the beginning of a con-
scious women's movement in India. Since then
Women's India Association identified itself with
the cause of women's suffrage and the removal of
sex disqualification for election to all the governing
bodies. A memorendum signed by 23 women
from different parts of the country, demanding
votes for women on the same terms as men, was
submitted to Sir Montague and Chelmsford.
Women also sent representations to the Indian
National Congress to consider a resolution in
favour of the enfranchisement of Indian women.

The Indian National Congress at its session
in Calcutta in 1917, over which Annie Besant
presided, supported the demand for votes for
women. It was stated that "women should not be
disqualified on account of sex that the same tests
be applied to women as are applied to men with
regard to franchise and eligibility to all elective
bodies".Subsequent annual sessions of the Indian




National Congress as well as many Congress
committees also passed resolutions recommend-
ing the removal of sex disqualification in voting.
Thus the Congress endorsed the resolution for
women's equality with men in matter of franchise.
The Muslim League also passed a resolution in
1918 saying that women should be given the
power to vote. Women's organizations held
meetings all over India to express support for
women's franchise. Behind the scene, Margaret
Cousins and few other members work hard to
make their case. Petition politics was the main
way of making an impression on the government.

When the Southborough Franchise Com-
mittee toured India in 1918 to examine the ques-
tion of franchise, members of WIA carried on
propaganda and constant agitation to acquaint
the committee with their demands. Resolutions
passed by the forty-five branches of the
Women's India Association expressing their de-
mand for vote was sent to the committee by
them. The committee accepted women's petition
but was initially reluctant to grant franchise to
women as it felt they were not yet ready for it.
The custom of secluding women was specially
mentioned as one of the many problems in re-
cording and registering voters. In consideration
of the conservative sections of the population
and the social customs of the country, the com-
mittee felt it was not advisable to extend the suf-
frage to include women. But WIA continued
their agitation. Local branches of WIA held
meetings, passed resolutions and forwarded
them to London to give a certain measure of
franchise to Indian women in the reform scheme
which was under consideration. After the intro-
duction of the Government of India bill in the
parliament in 1919, on behalf of the Women's
India Association, a committee consisting of
Sarojini Naidu, Annie Besant and Mrs and Miss
Herabai Tata gave evidence in London before

the Joint Select Committee for the extention of
the franchise to them. On behave of all the
branches of the Women's India Association a
cablegram was sent by its General Secretary
Dorothy Jinarajadasa to the Joint Select Com-
mittee, London asking voting rights for the

women of India. Members of the Women's India

Association were also conscious of their depen-

dence on the British Government for a change in

the electoral laws. Hence they conducted cam-

paigns to educate British public opinion on the

needs of such reforms. Public meetings were held

in many parts of Great Britain and many

women's associations in England showed sympa-

thy and interest in the cause of Indian women.

As a result, the Joint Parliamentary Com-
mittee of parliament finally agreed to remove the
sex disqualification in case of right to votes but
left it to the Provincial Legislatives to decide how
and when to do so. Since the power shifted to
the provincial legislatures, Women's India Asso-
ciation put pressure on the members of the Ma-
dras Legislative Council to sponsor resolutions
for the same purpose. Finally, Travancore-
Cochin, a Princely State, was the first to give
voting rights to women in 1920 followed by
Madras and Bombay in 1921. Other states fol-
lowed. Regarding the right to enter ino
legiglatures, the Reforms Enquiry Committee on
Franchise Reforms recommended to empower
the legislative assembly and provincial council to
legislate in this regard. As a result, the Govern-
ment of India accepted the resolution in1926
passed by the Madras Legislative Council which
was admitting women into the Legislative Council
by nomination and by election.Thus the Madras
Presidency threw open the legislature to women.
Kamaladevi Chattopaddhaya though defeated
was the first lady who stood for the Madras Leg-
islative council elections in 1926 from mangalore.
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In 1925, Assam Legislative Counci] as a first
one permitted women to seek election. Other
legislative councils in India followed, Thus the
effort of the Women's India Association was
successfull and to achieve the goal, the associa-
tion had a journey of struggles.

Conclusion:

The establishment of Women's India Asso-
ciation was the first attempt to Organize women
on an all India basis. The first challenge the
Women's India Association faced in the political
sphere was the question of women's right to
vote. As an association it wanted to do political
work of a nonparty but national in character on
constitutional lines and to make Indian women
f:onscious of their social and political rights. But
1t was seen that thought WIA claimed to repre-
sent all Indian women, they were far removed
from the masses of women whom they confi-
dently sought to benefit. They targeted the gov-
ernment for solution and advice on what they

C_O.nSIdEWd problems. They concentrated on pe-
tltlfﬂ} politics to make their case because such
activity best suited their station and politics. They
did not concentrae to motivate masses of
women for theijr rights to vote specially the
women of lower class and caste. The WIA

qd >>0%8

though defined itself as including and repre-
senting women of all races, cultures and reli-
gions, it only opened branches in different parts
of south India only and remained connected to
the Madras Theosophical Society. It failed to
spread outside the Madras Presidency.

The Women India Assocition represented
only a small group of urban educated women
who belong to the major religious communities
and upper-caste. That was why the
Southborough Committee published its report
in April 1919 did not recommended the ex-
tending the vote to women. The Report ac-
knowledged the support for women's franchise
has received from their educated counterparts
and was not a general demand for the vote. The
committee had received no evidence of support
from the local government except in Bombay and
Assam, but not from the Madras where the WIA
was working extensively for women's franchise.
Thus WIA had failed to mobilize and motivate
the local mass of people specially the women. So
the committee felt it was not advisable to extend
the suffrage to include women and the struggle of
WIA for female franchise extended. This was
also the reason for the defeat of Kamaladevi
Chattopadhya in the election of in her home con-
stituency, south Canara, a part of Madras presi-
dency in 1926 and Hannen Angelo who con-
tested the seat reserved of the Anglo-Indian
Community, Madras. Thus, the women failed to
get their candidates elected. The women having
failed to get their candidates elected, then sought
to make good through nomination. This demand
persuaded forcefully by the WIA led to the nomi-
nation of Dr. S. Muthulakshmi Reddy, the Vice
President of WIA , a devoted social worker and
a medical graduate, to the Madras Legislative
Council where she took up the women's cause.




Story Section

Alphabet

Debabrata Das
Translated by Neeta Sharma

Fierce firing continued within the deep forest.
The sounds of bullets gradually came closer from
the other end. Three of them were firing bullets
against bullets. But their stocks kept diminishing
and now there were long pauses in their retaliation.
One of them was hit in his arm and was injured
and so backed off into the depth of the forest. Two
of them had now to carry on the retaliation. Their
comrades might have in the mean time abandoned
the camp and secretly stepped into the neighbouring
country. By now they might have started scaling
the hills. There is no more the urgency to resist the
enemy. They intended to flee from the spot now.
Both looked at each other and prepared to flee.
He put down the haver sack on the ground and got
ready to back out. The sound of firing came closer.
Hetook a granade and pulled its pin. He was about
to hurl the grenade when he saw his mate suddenly
lie down on the ground. He quickly hurled the
grenade as far as he could and it exploded with a
bang about thirty feet away from them. He then
ran quickly near to the body of his injured friend.
His friends face bore the signs of acute pain. Some
how he uttered with great effort, "Finish me before
you leave."

He took out his revolver as his friend wished.
But how could he kill his friend who has been his
companion for so long ? But there was no time to
brood. The enemy soldiers might arrive at any
moment and if they found his injured friend they

would torture him inhumanely to death. Or they
might extract the addresses of their secret hideouts
from him. So there was no time to think. He placed
the revolver on his friends temple and asked "Do
you have any work left incomplete?"

The injured friend replied, Tf you meet Papari
some day, tell her that if our would be child is a boy,
his name will be 'Suruj' and if it's a baby girl then
her name will be 'Surujmukhi. If possible convey
this request of mine. Now you do your job. I am
closing my eyes. Long live our Revolution! Long
live our Revolution! Ah! Suruj or Surujmukhi. Aa..

aaa ... aaa ....
000

"Suruj, wake up, its quite late. You'll be late
for school."

Before waking up Suruj, Papari had finished
the morning chores. Now she will make Suruj wash
and freshen up and give him a cup of milk with
biscuits. For the next one hour she will be busy with
her son, reading with him or drawing on the slate.
Then she bathes Suruj and prepares him for school.
She too gets ready and at around 9:30 Papari drops
him at school and takes the minibus to office. After
being transferred to this town, she put Suruj in the
kinder garten school as she couldnot manage anyone
to come with her to look after Suruj. At noon Papari
would come, pick up Suruj from school and would
go back to office.
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Today as she walked towards the bus stop
after dropping Suruj, suddenly a Maruti van coming
speedily, stopped by her side screeching its brakes.
A well built tall boy wearing a jacket, got down
from the rear seat and stood near her. She failed to
recognize the boy with a gun in his hands and a
face covered with beard and moustache.

The boy asked her, "Papari Baidew, do you
live here ?"

"Yes, I got transferred to this place last month.
But I can't recall you."

"] am Deepak, I was with dada in Kachin. I
did not grow beard earlier, therefore you couldnot
recognize me."

"O' Deepak! You've left the organization,
haven't you ? I read in the newspaper."

"That's a long story, baidew. I'll tell you
sometime later. Where do you stay here ?"

"Nearby. I've rented a part of the building on
the ground floor near the pond."

"Papari ba, I'll come to your place within a
day or two and then I'll talk to you. Today I'll take
your leave."

It was dusk. Darkness was yet to creep in
completely. Hearing a knock at the door, Papari
switched on the light of the verandah and peeped
through the curtain. Shymal. After a long interval
she saw Shymal. His health has become more
fragile and she would not have recognized him if
she hadn't seen the deep cut mark on his chin.
Immediately she flung the door open and invited
him inside, "Come Shymal, getin."

By the time Suruj had also finished his glass
of milk and joined them. She introduced Shymal to
him, "Suruj, this uncle is the one who gave you your
name."

Suruj said, "O, that means he is my name
giving uncle.” She said, " This uncle was with your
father when he died. He loved your father a lot."

Shymal picked up Suruj on his lap, "Yes, I'm
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your name giving uncle. Say what have I brought
for you."

"What ?'

'A huge teddy bear. Let me give it to you.'

Shymal, opened the zipper of his bag and
brought out a teddy bear.

Papari said to Suruj. "Now go and play inside.
Let me talk to uncle.”

Shymal was still an absconder. The police were
unable to arrest him. Shymal asked her, 'Can I take
shelter secretly in your house for two-three days 2"

She replied, 'lIts better if you don't. Because
even Deepak and others too come to my place now
and then. They help me out even. How can I forbid
them from coming ?"

Shymal asked, "Deepak ? Which Deepak ?
The one who had surrendered ?"

She said, 'Yes, I'm talking of him only. If he
sees you, don't you think he will create problems
for you ?'

"Yes, you're right. Its better if I don't stay."

She again said, "Deepak looks awesome as he
has gained a lot of weight and has a face full of
beard and moustache. Since he keeps a gun for self-
defence. Suruj calls him 'gun-uncle'.

000

"Ma, Ma, police uncle has come," Suruj said
as he came running inside. She was busy in the
kitchen. She said to Suruj, 'Go and ask him to wait.
I'm coming."

Suruyj returned. She washed her hands keeping
aside her half done work. Then she opened the door
and asked Subrata to come in. Recently Subrata
had done her a great favour.

One day after returning from office she came
to know that the police came enquiring after her.
They irritated the landlord asking him many questions
about her — Who's she ? Where does she work ?
Where does she go ? Does any other surrendered




person except Deepak visit her 2 Who are the
unknown persons who visit her house ? They went
back but again knocked at her door that evening.
She saw Subrata standing in uniform before her.
She called Suruj and introduced him, 'This is Subrata
uncle. He was in the college with your father and
me. Say Namaskar.'

Subrata was surprised to see her. He had come
to investigate. One of Deepak's friend was
absconding after committing a murder. Someone
informed him that Deepak and his friends now and
then visited her. So he came looking for her, earlier
in the day too to this building. She said, 'Because of
you I may be asked to vacate this house.'

'Why ? Why because of me ?' Subrata asked
in surprise.

She said, "You know that I'm a widow, living
alone with a child. The landlord was already in awe
seeing Deepak and others coming with arms. And
now that the police has also started coming asking
for me, this has increased my landlord's tension.
He is apprehensive that there might be problems
for him because of me. He has asked me to look
for another house from next month. What a
problem! Where shall I go with my small child ?
After a lot of trouble I had found this house. No
one is willing to give a lonely widow, a house on
rent.'

Subrata said, "Is it ? Don't worry. I'll tell the
landlord on your behalf that there won't be any
trouble because of you. At least I'll assure them
that the police will not trouble them for you. Will it
be okay ?"

'Fine. Will you have a cup of tea ?'

"_No, not today. Sometime later. But let me
tell you the reason behind my presence here.
Actually I came to investigate about Deepak and
his friends. Avoid them for sometime if they come.
Avoid any other stranger too. It's better not to
entertain anyone because police is still in search of
the companions of Suruj's father. I'm saying all this

for the safety and security of Suruj and you too.
Anyhow, you're a courageous lady. You've single-
handedly taken up the responsibility of bringing up
Suruj."

000

It was Sunday noon. Both the mother and son
were lying on bed leisurely. Suruj asked, 'Ma, what
would you like me to be when I grow up ?'

'Dear, I would want you to be a good human
being when you grow up.'

"How can one be a good human being, Ma ?"

"You've to be educated and do good deeds,"—

"Ma, police uncle, name giving uncle, gun
uncle, are they all good human beings ? Whom
would you want me to be like, among them ?'

"—You decide for yourself when you grow up,
my dear. Now come let me teach you, 'Aa, Aaa,
Ka, Kha. See, this is 'Aa'."

Suruj again asked - "Ma, I am taught A, B, C,
D in school. Now why should I learn Aa, Aaa, Ee,
Eee 7!

"Because, Aa, Aaa, Ka, Kha is our
mothertongue. Even if you learn A, B, C, D still
you must learn your mothertongue properly my dear.
As 1 am your mother, so our language with Aa,
Aaa, Ka, Kha, is also like our mother. Don't you
love me?"

Suruj instantly thrust his head into the bosom
of Papari and tried to hug her with his little hands.
"Ma, I love you so much."

"_Then you must also love our language. This
language is our own like our mother as this country
is our own. Your father loved his country, this
language and all the people who live here and so
one day...."

Papari's voice choked. Tears ran down her
eyes. Seeing this Suryj said, "Don't cry Ma. I'll learn
to be a good human being. Tell me, which is 'Aa"."

"Which one, Ma ?"

"Please teach me, Ma —" W
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Journey to the Last Station

Manoj Kumar Goswami
Translated by Neeta Sharma

The whistle of the 27 down train was
heard from a long distance. Hurriedly Haridas
lofnked at himself in the mirror of barber Binod
Bihari's saloon. Neatly combed hair, clean
sk%ave.d face (of course on credit in Binod
Blha1:1's shop); his looks were of neither too
eunning nor of a fool's type, alert eyes, thin
neck, when he swallowed, the lump in his neck
moved up and down like an engine's piston;
clean shirt but a little torn on the shoulders but
ﬂ'fe only reason for his embarrassment was that
ES vest, full of holes like a fishing net, was
- stinctly visible under his shirt in the broad day
lzthﬁ:u;il Esarldas arranged his hair for the
o fingers. He emerged out of the
N ed fast on the steps to climb up

P;)ver bridge of the railway station.
passengaetrf:r’lfnhNo--?’ was overcrowded with
i Stati(m"[‘h ¢ train was entering slowly into
e o € sound of the engine was lost in

st of the tumult and uproar of the

passen 1
: 'gers Which kept on increasing! The
engine’'s smoke ¢q

uld onl .
slowly like the 5 only be seen going up

s gh of a poor man.
Which is Platform No.-13 ?" - a man

antin, .
I1:)oad ogf ?:I}flg]m Ost running out of breath, with a
Ien on hi
around him ask s shoulders and luggage

from h d Haridas. "Just climb down
cre. That 1S your traj_n’n . Then Haridas
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leisurely leaned on the railing of the over bridge
and lit the half smoked cigarette which he took
out from his pocket. He stood gazing at the
increasing commotion on the platform below.

He was upset today. The last few days
were not good for him. A few days back the
astrologer who sits on a tiger's skin near Nepali
Mandir had told him, "Better days are ahead of
you, son. Jupiter and Saturn are in so and so
positions. Sukra can be managed somehow.
Now give me fifteen rupees". "That scoundrel
astrologer! Fifteen rupees were just wasted." The
day before yesterday while bringing goods from
Prasad's grocery shop on credit, he had to hear
a lot of rebuke from Prasad who asked for his
unpaid previous balance. He insulted Haridas a
lot. The same day the ASI of the local police
station came and rotating his stick at Haridas'
face had said: "Earning a lot, huh Saalaah! Hardly
to be seen now a days. Either you give hundred
and fifty or I'll put you in the lock-up, you son of
a swine!"

Haridas thought how miserable days had
befallen him. He couldnot get a good chance
these days because people now a days had
become very careful. His business was down.
His son was to be admitted in school, but he had
not been able to arrange the money till now; his
wife who continued to be sick had to be taken to




a good doctor. What a life - indisciplined,
insulting, devastated and filled with hatred !

Haridas walked quickly down the steps of
the over bridge and stood on the platform. Busy
and crowded. He walked aimlessly beside the
boggies. People were boarding or getting down
from the train; hawkers and vendors kept
screaming! Two sullen faced ticket checkers;
three army jawans sat on a trunk eying greedily
a young girl sitting by the window, a vendor put
down a box of cold drinks with a thud on the
platform. "You people sit comfortably under the
fzn and we are being sandwiched in this heat' -
2n argumentative voice was heard from inside
one of the compartments; a Marwari gentleman
stepped down the train along with his family and
two large suitcases in his hand.. ..

For a moment Haridas' eyes were fixed on
the Marwari gentleman, not on the gentleman
exactly.... but on the suitcase in his hand, just as
Arjuna in Mahabharata, neither saw the tree nor
its leaves or branches, but only the object of his
zim i.e. the eyes of the bird. Standing near the
water-tap, with alert eyes Haridas followed the
Marwari gentleman. He dragged both the
suitcases to the centre of the platform, made his
plump wife stand near them along with the two
children, and himself looked here and there for a
coolie. Haridas took two steps forward, the
gentleman was about 25 meters away from the
suitcases and was calling a coolie, and was also
glancing now and then with alertness towards his
family and the luggage. Taking a few more steps
fjaridas stood almost near the suitcases,
prctending to arrange his slippers. Haridas
greedily looked at the suitcases; fat like a
pregnant cow, healthy and stout.... as Haridas
stood thinking of stretching his hand to grab the
guitcases and run, he saw the Marwari gentleman
returning along with an old coolie. . ..

Haridas was a little disappointed. Now he

stood near the dustbin where it was written 'Use
Me'. Perplexed, he stood staring at the huge
clock in the railway station. Today he needed
some money for the next meal, to buy school
books for his children and some medicines for
his ailing wife. Life had never given anything to
Haridas and he had also never asked in excess
from life but whatever little is indispensible for a
human being to sustain life. Haridas had been
denied even that too. He had been disappointed
again and again whenever he had asked even
for the little that is needed to sustain the life of a
human being. Haridas lighted a new charminar
cigarette. Last piece, he threw away the empty
packet. The usual foul smell came from the
railway lines, a heap of left overs on the
platform; the strong smell of Madrassi dishes
being cooked in cheap oil came from the food
vendor's stall, two constables rubbing tobacco on
their palms walked lazily to and fro on the
platform.

Quite suddenly Haridas looked up and then
he saw the big black spot on the roof of the
platform. A huge black circle on the platform's
roof-cover. Almost four years back, a bomb had
exploded on this spot of the platform. Oh! What
a horrible scene it was! The station as if was
torn into pieces with that huge sound of the
blast. Within moments many human bodies were
torn and scattered in pieces; as if the sound of a
thousand engines was lost in the screams and
wailings of the people, huge clusters of smoke
and fire escaped into the sky through the torn
roof of the platform. The roof was repaired later
but that spot of black circle remained. Still
Haridas could feel his heartbeat fast whenever
his eyes fell on that spot.... The bomb was first
discovered by a coolie — a watch with red
wires, some batteries and a base of hard metal -
before anyone could make out anything or could
be alert and careful, the bomb exploded. Later
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on the unfortunate coolie could be identified only
from the torn pieces of his red uniform.

An engine was moving to and fro on
platform number one. Some other engine blew
short whistles. Haridas tried to follow two men
and a woman separately. But in vain. He was
not successful. Everyone seemed to be alert
these days like a rabbit. No one is ready to be
duped easily. The railway authority's caution
hung on walls and pillars of the railway station.
BEAWARE OF SUITCASE LIFTERS.

Yes, Haridas has been earning his
livelihood by lifting other's suitcases and
luggages. He is a suitcase lifter who takes
advantage of the inattentiveness of railway
passengers. Cursing his own life, Haridas stood
leaning on the boggie of a train.

Suddenly Haridas became active. A neatly
dressed man lean and thin, stood just in front of
Haridas reading the list of reservation on the
board - he had a briefcase in his hand. A sleek

expensive briefcase. The man could easily be
Pe'TCEived to be a very busy person. The man
with the briefcase in his hand, now moved
tO\j\fards the wheeler book stall. He kept the
bne‘fcase down and gazed at the newspapers.
Haridas moved swiftly like a hyena. The man
oW opened a newspaper. After glancing at the
front page, he spread the paper in front of his
©Yes 10 look into the next page — there was a
grave but profound calmness on his face.
Haridas stood near the man — a flick of a
second, and then Haridas moved away. The
brlefcase was in his hand

_ As he exited from the main gate of the
raﬂ‘WaY station, he heard the long whistle of the
train. As if the whistle was pursuing him. He
stumbled and knocked against a man in his
hurry to climb down the steps. Then he ran to
the street, with the briefase in his hand. He held

the briefcase tightly to his chest as if it was some
A >>3034

valuable property. Like the railway engine he
could feel something beating in his chest. No, this
cannot be called a life. for Haridas. He could no
more bear and tolerate this panic, excitement,
shame and uncertainty. This is the end. Haridas
took the decision. that this is the last time; he
cannot allow his life to go on in this manner. Both
his children are now growing up, very soon they
will come to know about this profession of their
father. No, he cannot allow himself to be
identified as a worthless, barbarian, inhuman
fellow, to his children. Yes, today; from today he
will give up this profession for ever. So many
people are living with honesty and dignity in this
world. He will take whatever he finds in this
briefcase and with it he will start a new life, he
will move away along with his family, from this
city and from its filthy life. May be this briefcase
contains very little but he will be satisfied with
whatever he gets. He made himself more
determined and strong with a promise to himself.

He entered the by-lane. He would take the
short cut to the main road. As if with great
difficulty he tried to run away and escape from
his recent past; the past which mocked and
laughed at him. To escape from it, Haridas went
towards the highway with quick steps. Slowly
the darkness of evening was descending. In that
dusky light a few young children were playing,
two tired horses stood still, prayers praising Lord
Krishna flew out of an open window.

Haridas felt a little more assured as he
boarded the city bus. He thrust his face to the
wind in the window. The indistinct light of the
shops and market by the roadside seemed
delusive to his eyes. Suddenly the bus halted. The
police check post was before them. A few
jawans haughtily boarded the bus, with automatic
rifles in their hands.

"Open the box" — a jawan in a rough voice
ordered one of the young co-passengers.




Haridas shivered from within. He could feel
the sound of the railway engine in his chest. His
face turned pale. Sounds of the boot came
towards him too. He fearfully glanced at the
briefcase.

'Hey, what's there in this ?' a jawan moved
the briefcase with his feet.

'A few clothes'. Haridas could hardly
recognize his own voice. In case he was asked
to open the briefcase, he did not have the key!
The tall jawan eyed Haridas steadily for a few
moments, and those few moments seemed to be
endless to Haridas. However after that, the
jawans noisily stepped down the bus.

Haridas filled his chest with a deep breath.
He repeated his promise once more to himself.
He was not going to face such a situation again.
He would start a new life - a life in which each
moming will be filled with hope and possibilities,
not with misery and slander.

His wife opened the door. This arca away
from the city was now submerged in darkness.
The kerosene lamp burnt dimly inside the house.
All quiet and peaceful. The children were asleep.
His wife kindled the fire in the kitchen and gave
him water to wash his hands and feet.

Haridas kept the briefcase aside. His lean,
thin and weak wife, always was in awe of him.
She had to bear the burnt of Haridas' pain and
insult throughout his day. Her weak body
shivered in front of him - as if she was doing
everything helplessly in fear and terror of that

anger and attack of her husband. But no; today
he embraced his wife passionately. Both went to
bed and slept beside the children. Haridas
dimmed the light of the kerosene lamp; two
bodies gradually became tired; her eyes slowly
closed down in exhaustion and satisfaction.
Haridas sat down and arranged the clothes of his
sleeping wife. Then he increased the light of the
lamp.

In the light, the briefcase could be seen
aside in the room. Haridas picked up and
brought the briefcase on the bed. He pulled out
the tool box from under the bed and broke the
lock of the briefcase with his tools. There was a
dark black thick piece of cloth inside the
briefcase. Haridas removed the cloth. A watch; a
still red arrow hand; another thin arrow hand
was gradually moving towards that still hand of
the watch. Some batteries were beside it; some
red-blue wires and a black metal base. Haridas
recalled that incident of the railway station. A
terrible sound; flames and thick rings of black
smoke; screams of hundreds and hundreds of
people flew towards the sky. Next moment
blood, flesh, scattered pieces of human bodies,
devastated platform.... Just after a few minutes,
the bomb will explode with a huge sound, fire and
smoke — as it happened in the railway station.

For a moment Haridas looked at his wife
and two children sleeping on the bed. Then
hugging that dreadful briefcase close to his chest,
he lay down to sleep in between them. m
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Poetry Section
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CARVAK
Prof. Kailash Das

“We do not travel in order to arrive, but just to travel”™— Goethe.

Suddenly you flash upon my mind to-day, young Carvak.
You are my soul’s delight.

Of what a remote age, you are a modern poet - ever modern.
Burying God into the amassed intricacy of the Samhita,
You had come out, my friend

You had come out free along the free path...

It is the path, the only path, true in this earth.

You hadn’t drunk the nectar mingled with

The opium of beliefin God.

Why would you?

Embracing this Earth of dust, the affectionate lover,
Why would you search for the heaven — that proud lass
Who does not value the tears of eyes!

Did you ever compose love-poems?
YetIknow, — you are a poet

A poet of the Earth

A young lover of the Earth.

To-day, holding your hand, I fell like coming out
Into the path—

Trampling over the refuse of reasons, like dusts,
Leaving behind the jugglery of sacrament.

Let there be only the path in front,
Open sky and endless path,

Thro’ it shall we go on forward
Overlooking at ease this solitude
Ofthe masses.

(Translated from Navakanta Barua’s Assamese poem ‘Carvak’.)




HUMANITY, THOU ART DEAD

Prof. Rabindra Chandra Bora (Retd.)

New Delhi Summit—

Gandhi, Jia, Castro, Arafat,

Rulers, leaders of the non-aligned worlds meet ;
Human right. progress and liberty

Neuclear Ban, peace and amity,

Incantations of these solemn words ;

Convey happy news of a happy occasion.

Just now someone has told

The tragic tale of

Neli, Cilapathar, Chamaria, Gohpur

A ghastly tale indeed !

The slaughter of hundreds of men and women child and old.
In the altar of man’s fury

A new dimension is added to the horrid tale

Of Humanity’s embroy being killed.

(Even Wordsworth must have awakened in his grave to bemoon again
‘What man has made of man’!)

In the Capital complex

the assembly of big heads

Sumptous dinner at the glittering hall,
Hushed merriment in the closed room
All in praise of the high ideals of
Fraternity, brotherhood and freedom.
And in the Eastern front—

The great holocaust is being staged
The extended hands of hatred and violence
Have given burial

To the humanity’s cherished ideals,
The sky is overcast
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With the smoke of fire, bullets and bombers.,
The power-hungry blind horses quick steps have
Trampled fathom deep humanity’s cherished goals.

In the humanist’s dungeon itself
The moving spirit of human soul
Is held captive.

Every morning news bring —
The tragic news of the dead

And the news
Humanity, thou art dead!

(Translated from the author’s self composed poem in Assamese entitled
Ij ¢ Wiwroi@ and published in the 3rd April 1983 issue of Agradoot.)
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ATl [ 1y stz ¢ WHO (World Health

Organisation) «& 5, "Wealth is a state of complete
physical, mental and social cell being is not merely
and abscence of disease or infirmity."

e enfrarT sremican et A 55 2@
"Strong body built capacity to do manual work for
at least 8-10 hrs. a day, body with firm flesh not
too fat, bright eyes, good appetite, sound sleep and
many take active part in house-hold tuties."

R AR T A S e ¢

Oxford Dictionary 7 Wt diesease zt52 A
condition of the body or save part or organ of the

body in which its function are distributed or
descaped."

g SNfwarT “=el seEE ¢ An effect of bad

4f >>05%

spirits or due to branch of same taboos for which
an individual becomes physically weak".
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AR FIZMCAS SFI SAMNO F-ZCE AT
TIGRCE <Helioi 2 | 5@ STorpasitd Sl TEeiR
OIE TR ATt s emifirs 27 | oig gl
Ol &teN@E physician % «fte Triiay (3 iz
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7= @ "Medicine— man” <1 natural herb support
@ =& conventional fullfledged" &= #iwz Siom
S BT TaE wgve wu 2s | @2 sfwasE
TR ICNRER AR o= iyt fSRens sis

&2

1 TET WEE A2 7291 (Diseases caused

by bad mens or evil spirits)
%) Leprosy (31 39¢A191) |

%) Small pox (F=F+% )

) Convulsion (F511) |

%) Spasm (J5T1) |

1 arzfefés @9t (Seasonal diseases) ¢

%) Cholera (Iz=741)
%) Diarrheoa (21Z51)
%) Gastro entric (Sif%<)

@) Cough and colds (Fif7sif)
3. mRzrenfefes st (Weather based disease) @

%) Tuberculosis (Z=1)
%) Malaria (zufczifaan)
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a2 O AHRE T ST |
7zrAAE FAlfRrere e
e AGd HAfaaters T3
¢z« 'Shakespear’' 4«3
'Othello' ¢S [{rs TS 27
“Not  poppy or
mamdragora nor all the
drowry symps of this
world shall ever medicine
thee to that sweet sleep."

gz T. J Williams @ 7™

w7 906 8 Mandrake root

resembles with the human body and it is used as
a charm. It is carried by women of Eastern
Europe, a cham against stenlity. M.............. in
AIPS often carry it as a protection against mishap.
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T B | 9R @57 T S TP FO S
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e i qeaf e gy wiarE g
e Ciafm 3w =T —

1) C5IRCa i (Abies Spectabis) ¢ 93 #ATO 1
SRR @R CPIb G TETPRS SR R

87y R0 R T |
ii) it (Acorus calamus)

&%, T, @32 AT Gib
IS IO 23 | 9 AW
Trol LN JIXE A -7
STCEATREL, @8 Gl (s |
iii) fere=ifs (Artimisia
Indica) ¢ €3 Aol @R FEE
T S TGO IR FACO
HRY A |

iv) R (Acomitum Bisme)
s SRR @F I (P
ety s S| L0
TYE, I JA GR @
w3 s B |

v) il (Entade Khudi) &
e (AT T (O A M
GiRGRGRRESIREICHE
vi) et AT (Achyranthes
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(Cinchona)s fe=6 Rifes eienfe (Species) Sitz—
e ARAET—

1) Cinchona afficinelis linn

2) Cinchona Snceirubra var

3) Sincona ledgenana mucus
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=515 &g (Reference books) ¢

1. Common medicinal plants of North Eastern
Region.

2. Trees of North-East and Bengal.

3. Studies in Santal medicine connected

folklore.
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Retd. Teachers of ADP College - 2012

Whom we remember with deep sense of gratitude

Prof. Debananda Devnath ~ Prof. Padum Saikia  Dr. Anima Bhattacharjya
Deptt of Physics Deptt of Assamese HOD, Bangla
Service Period : Service Period : Service Period :

11-01-85 to 31-12-11 02-03-81 to 11-01-12 07-09-81 to 15-01-12

Students Securing First Class in
B. A. Final Exam. 2012

Gitartha Pratim Saikia Dibyajyotil Das Joyshree Devi Perbin Raihana Sultana
Assamese (Major) Economics (Major) Economics (Major) Education (Major)
with Distinction with Distiction

Md Najmus Shad Julius Terang
Arabic (Major) Geography (Major)

Igbal Hussain
RPoliticall Science (Major)




LR TW"‘""T_’

Students Securing First Class Iin
B. Sc. Final Exam. 2012

Wi gl |
Igbal Ahmed Chowdhury  Saverin Sultana Ahmed Shelim Ahmed Luit Das
Zoology (Major) Zoology (Major) Botany (Major) Physics (Major)
with Distinction with Distinction with Distinction with Distinction

Shahnaz Parbin Yahia Abmed
Zoology (Major) Zoology (Major) Zoology (Majer)
with Distinction

Chinmoy Tamuli Phukan  Partha Pratim Bora



Office-Bearers of

” the Students’ Union
Session-

& 20112012

Sitting (L to R) : Fakhrul Islam (Secy., Indoor games & Boys' Common Room),
Reajul Islam (Secy., Gymnasium), Diju Nath (Secy., Social Service),
Standing (L to R) : Nipul Terang (Secy., Games & Sports, Out-door),
Jagat Pator (Secy., Cultural), Rokibul Islam (Secy., Music), _
Kuldeep Bordoloi (Secy., Literary & Magazine), Jashna Devi (Secy., Debate & Symposium),
Iftikar Hussain (GS), Amir Hussain (Secy., Students’ Aid Fund),
Gitumoni Bora ( AGS)
Absent in photograph : Gitartha Pratim Saikia (VP) and Pooja Das (Secy., Girls’ Common Room),

Pride of the College...

Iftikar Hussain Prasujya Pran Nath
Winner of Gold Medal Winner of the Best
in North-East Comedian Award in
Basket Ball Competition, GU Youth Festival

2011-12 2011-12




EDITORIAL BORAD OF ANANDALEKHA
54TH ISSUE
SESSION : 2011-12

Dr. S. U. Ahmed Prof. Habibur R-uhm(;n
President Working President

M. Habib Ullah Mrs Neeta Sharma Dr. Ajit Bharali
Prof. In-charge Prof. In-charge Prof. In-charge

Kuldeep Bordoloi Gitartha Pratim Saikia Iftikar Hussain
Editor Member Member
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Dr. N. C. Barman, Retd. Principal and President of
Foundation laying scene of college Gymnasium... college G. B. is seen inaugurating the Appointed speaker and distinguished guests
Language Lab. of the College are seen in the concerned Lecture Programme
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Malyarpan on 54th College Foundation at the

_ Malyarpan at the Bust of BUST of the Founder P.Eomum,
| Principal Dr. S. U. Ahmed is seen unfurling the Anandaram Dhekial Phookan by Late Sukdev Goswami by
| College Flag on the 54th Foundation Day and Vice Principal H. Rahman on 07-09 2012,

offering floral Tributes

Principal Dr. S. U. Ahmed,

the 54th College Foundation Day Vice Principal H. Rahman & Students
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Vice Principal, Principal & G.B. President are A view of Teachers-Students & Audiances Principal Dr. S. U. Ahmed is delivering
seen with distinguished guests in the in the Open Meeting of the welcome address and presenting
open meeting of the 54th College Foundation Day 54th College Foundation Day on 07-09-2012 his report ...
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