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| PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

published as early as 1932, Asamar Padya Buranji,

) | or the Metrical Chronicle of Assam is one of the earli-
| est publications of this Department. Put together in

a single volume, both the Chronicles : Kali-Bharat
Buranji by Dutiram Hazarika and Belimarar Buranji

I o
RLEET CTe ) ' by Biswesvara Vaidyadhipa are the best known his-
& e 7l3tey fasts ' torical literature, composed in beautiful verses of varied
ARM, <y " metres. Though composed in the style of a Vaishnava

poetry, Dutiram’s work is a historical treatise par

excellence, and it is not soO much as a specimen of

' Vaisnava poetry but as a piece of historical treatise

First Editior, . | that we are to attach importance to 1.1is work, as o that
SR + October, 1939 | of Vaidyadhipa. No other chronicle, published or
dition . June, 19¢ . unpublished is found to have covered the period of

. : " Ahom history till 1858 or to the transfer of power from
. the hands of the East India Company to the authority

of the British Crown, and hence the importance of the
work of Dutiram. He was a poet of no mean order as
well, and his work contains some details which are not |
found in other chronicles. So is the work of Vaidya- |
dhipa who commences his work from 1792 or from i
the advent of Captain Welsh to Assam at the instance
of the Ahom ruler Gaurinath Sinha. His Buranji is
one of the few~contemporary accounts of the Burmese
snvasions, narrated in detail. And it goes to the credit
of both the poets that they conveniently chose couplets
; Printeg of Vaisnava poetry to describe mundane affairs of men.
lat N G | No new matter has been added in this edition, nor has
the textual matter been disturbed in any way. It is
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expected that the Buranji will continue to secure as

much attention of the students
ture as before.

x thIe ag:) f;l;eful indeed to the Education Department
disposal for blznem o Assar'n for placing funds at our
due to all mel'n;)gmg out this volume. My thanks are
B A dm ers of .the staff of the Department of

and Antiquarian Studies for assisting me in

its publication, and ]
; astly to the Propyi 5
et
Press, Calcutta, for printing this editf())n e npls

of history and of litera-

%gh;%l J}Ssam. PG, SHOUDHURY,
une 1964 irector,
d Djl-”“{"m@f{t of Historical and
ntiquarian Studies, Assam.

-

PREFACE TG THE FIRST EDITION

The present publication Asamar Padya-Buranji, or
a metrical chronicle of Assam, contains two separate
books, viz. Kali-bharat Buranji by Dutiram Swarnakar
Hazarika Satola, a history of Assam from the accession
of Sulikpha Ratnadhwaj Singha Lora Raja in 1679, to
the transfer of the territories of the Honourable East

India Company to the Crown in 1858 ; and Belimarar -

Buranji by Bisweswar Vaidyadhipa, from Captain
Welsh’s expedition to Assam in 1792 to the victory of
the Burman army at Khagarijan or Nowgong in 1819.
Both these books were compiled, directly or indirectly,
at the instance of Maharaja Purandar Singha, King of
Assam from 1817 to 1818 during the period of Burmese
invasion, and feudatory chief of Upper Assam under
British protection from 1833 to 1838. The original
manuscript of Dutiram’s book was recovered for the
Assam Sahitya-Sabha by Srijut Harinarayan Datta-
Barua, Teacher, Jorhat Normal Training School, from
the author’s elder son Srijut Kamalapati Hazarika of
Jorhat ; and that of Bisweswar’s chronicle by Srijut
Hemachandra Bargohain, Mauzadar of Namti and son-
inlaw of the late Juvaraj Kesavkanta Singha, from a
villager of his locality.

The Department records its indebtedness to the
Assam Sahitya-Sabha for lending the manuscript of
Dutiram with permission to use it for publication ; to

Srijut Harinarayan Datta-Barua, a Corresponding

Member of our Department, for obtaining the permis-
of Srijut Kamalapati Hazarika for publishing his

sion

——
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father’s 1 :
informat?cg:? IZbinf tf}(;r placmg at our disposal valuable
ted from the 3 I e’lLfe of Dutiram Hazarika collec-
Sonadhar Da RﬂUf_lors family at Jorhat; to Srijut
retired, and ;’ egistrar of the Assam Civil Secretariat,
furm'sh’i Lo ec'rletary of the Assam Baniya Sabha, for
achievem%ant eta1fs o the life, ancestry and literary
Buragohain oo £ Dut1rafn-; to Srijut Anandaram
e ma,n B.4., for acquiring for the Department the
Sriut Hemcllllscrg)t puthi of Bisweswar’s bruanji from
Misra, B andra Bargohain; to Srijuts Basudey
, B.A,, and Madhabchandra Barooah of the staff

of the D.HAS. f i
LAY, I0Y aSSlSta ] i i
and proof-correction, s mitepscEniion chure

The b . . _
biog e book is furnished with a detailed critical and

raphical review i
view In Assamese. To widen the scop®

Of itS USefu]_n
; ess we have prefixe i jon in
English, and have insertgd 5 d an introduction 1

synopsis i ; carefull are
tzeoglsllglilcr:lat];:;lf 11st1 at the end of the b‘:)lolf. \If)\lf‘ZPhOPe
the recovery of gthASamar.p adya-Buranji will lead 0
prolific and val bler metrical chronicles which are a5
uable as their prose counterparts.

Cotton College, S. K. BHUYAN,
02}[1;1?1, Assam. I H?”O"afy Assistant Director,
er 15, 1932. Historical and Antiquarian Studies:
Assam.

4 */’ "_c— {gp
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INTEODUCTION

The present book Asamar Padya-Buranji, or a metrical
chronicle of Asam, represents a distinct and. numerous branch
of Assamese historical literature. Unlike their precursors of
medieval England where history and romance went hand in
hand the rhymed Assamese chronicles have great significance as
compilations of facts. The Assamese buranjis, whether writing
in matter-of-fact stubborn prose or in the more human vehicle
of verse, were guided by the pre-eminent object of faithfully
and correctly enscrolling facts as they were gleaned from state
papers, or the testimony of reliable eye-witnesses and actual
participators of the events described. Any irregularity or dis-
crepancy which we may come across was due to unintelligent
handling of the original sources rather than to wilful misre-
presentation or exaggeration. The cloak of anonymity which
was used by almost all the chroniclers was due to the necessity
of averting the retribution and vengeance. to which they were
exposed for their impartial narration of facts by which they
threw into proper perspectives the public acts—creditable and
otherwise—of powerful potentates and princes. When anonymity
was discarded it was because the particular writer wrote his
treatise under the commission of the state, or regarded truthful
narration as a public service or when he left special instructions
to his successors and heirs to refrain from exhibiting the book
to any one but to 2 trusted friend. The practically universal
anonymity in the authorship of the buranjis and the great secrecy
insisted upon in their circulation are a guarantce of their good
faith, specially when we know that even the most curious and
insignificant event recorded in one buranji receives its corro-
boration in another. The fact may be untrue and impossible,
but the chronicler believed it to be true, and his bonafides are
unquestionable.

Rigid adherence 0 truth became an established traditional
feature of Assamese historical compilations, and the existence of
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] o
a ion i ¢ : i
: Efmbhc opinion 1n support of the impartial narrator gave him
niecessary safeguard and protection. The chronicles of the

later ej i
th r eighteenth and carly nineteenth centuries contain as a rule
€ names of their authors.

A historical poet enj
compatript. His person
hg Was never suspected
fying or maligning any
4 moral even from e
Imparted a look of justi
for every poet to weay
au_tobiographical lines,’
.this literary convention,

Thus Assamese buranjis whethe

both -
diﬁergrlll:;aicr:e:;f:d by a religious veneration for truth. The mfli“
of the philosoplfjec tlwol classes of chronicles lay in the intrusion
adoption of the gnt'e:ement as an inevitable sequence of.the
listening to the dl')ffy 1cal mec.hum. At every stage, like a Jury
Watching the triul erent versions of a crime or a Greek chorus
Poet-historian sunrigh -Of fate over the exertions of mortals, the
passing events, T atises and records his impression of the
- To him the ceaseless phenomenon of human

strife hag .
N0 Inferest
home. - ‘E)?cept as an example to drive his message

qyed greater immunity than his prosaic
ality was more or less sacrosanct, and
as having any interest in unjustly glori-
personage. Besides, the poet extracted
mbassies and warfares, which at Once
ce and disinterestedness. It was a custom
¢ his name into his verses and pen a feV
and the historical poet could not escape

r in prose or in verse ar€

g An(?ther noticeab]
e negligible fraction
tlgn of actiong and
With g little m,

€ concomitant of the verse medium IS
of extravagance manifested in the attribu-
results to the gods which can be explained,
e ;I?um,smf‘ioﬂ, as springing from human
CHPHON of the gycor ef in divine intervention led to the des-

8 as being impenetrable to gun-
such belief was rampant in those

ore

thrusts. But
Physical bag;

a Hlegy; Giither sl S of life was not championed by
and far between, $ Indulgence in such imageries is raré
SSamese

aspect as’ a brapep of POSlry can be further studied in its
ol Assar!m.ase poetry which is a direct

S SPirit, tone and theme. Vaisnava
4y be on the spiritual score, revels,
s d of imagination and
5 Constitute their chief

emanation of Vaisnayigm in it
poetry, however edifying i ;
as far as facts are concernI:d

‘unreality. The ideag et in a wor]

ng- th
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claim to permanence and universality. Assamese historical
postry takes us from the groves of Vrindavana to the steppes of
the Patkai Hills, from the world of unreality to that of reality
and truth. This touch of realism is a significant departure in
view of the rigid conformity to idealistic conventions which
Indian poetics insisted upon. The abruptness of this lrangition
is avoidtd by the poets of our Asamar Padya-B:_u'anji by intro-
ducing the glorification of Srikrishna, the cardinal essence c_>f
all Vaisnava poetry, as the motif of their secular and realistic

performances.

A. DuTiraM HAZARIKA'S BURANIL

Manuscript. The manuscript of Dutiram Hazarika’s
buranji has been obtained from the Assam Sahitya-Sabha. It
was recovered for the Sabha by Srijut Harinarayan Dattg-Bartlla
from Dutiram’s son Srijut Kamalapati Hazarika sometime 1n
1926. Our attention was drawn to this book by a detailed
review contributed to the Assam Sahitya-Sabha Patrika, Vol. L.
No. 2, by Srijut Nakulchandra Bhuyan. ;

The manuscript is in the form of a puthi containing 137
folios. The folios, each measuring 3 in.x 8 in., are made up
by pasting sheets of Kabuliat forms. The author or the trans-
criber has made use of the blank pages of the forms on the
reverse of the printed pages. The gum has given way in_ many
places and the printed matter has been exposed to view, In one
of which we get an entry in ink referring to the revenue of the
year 1873, A.D. and 1279 Bengali era, which leads us to infer
that the book was transcribed whether by the author or by his
copyist not earlier than the year 1873. Each page of the manus-

cript contains 8 to 9 lines. :
~ Subject. The book is a metrical chronicle of Assam deal-

ing with the reigns of the Tungkhungia Kings. An introductory
chapter is devoted to Sulikpha Lora Raja during whose reign
the Tungkhungia dynasty first attained ascendency and power.
The reigns of Gadadhar Singha, Rudra Singha, Siva Singha,
Pramatta Singha, Rajeswar Singha, Lakshmi Singha, Gaurinath
Singha, Kamaleswar Singha, Chandrakanta Singha and Purandar
Singha, have been treated elaborately ; and the author continues
his account up to the execution of Maniram Dewan in 1858
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and the transfer of the territories of the Honourable East India
Company to the authority of the British Crown. This book
can therefore be regarded as a complete history of Assam from
1679 to 1858 ; and can be studied with interest and advantage
along with our prose chronicle Tungkhungia Buranji by Srinath
Duara Barbarua.

Authorship and Date. Dutiram designates his book 3S
Kdli-bharat, literally the epic of the Kali age. The devotional
spirit of the author saw in the rise and fall of kings, the intrigues
and machinations of ministers, the secret manipulations of cons-
pirators and assassins, and the depredations and atrocities of
the rapacious neighbours, a fulfilment of the prophecies regard-
ing the Kali-yuga, so commonly found in Vaisnava poetry. e
title itself is a comment on the evils of attachment to the affairs
of_ the earth in supersession of the higher demands of man’s
spiritual nature.

Our Tungkhungia Buranji ends in the events of the year
1806, while Dutiram’s chronicle gives an elaborate account Qf
the eve_nts up to 1858. It thus supplements the Tungkhung!a
Burangi. The author was himself a close spectator of the deca-
dence of Ahom supremacy and thus his account has gained ant
additional importance and interest.

The author Dutiram Swarnakar Hazarika was borm in
1806 and died in 1901. He was a member of the Baniyd
?Ol_nmunity. As an expert goldsmith he was admitted into the
Intimate circle of Raja Purandar Singha’s household. Dutiramt
was a man thoroughly conversed with the historical lore of his
country, and Raja Purandar Singha freely invited him to NS
palace to listen to the stories of Assam history. The Raja
furt_her gnriched Dutiram’s repertory of Assamese factlore by
%ki_ng h,IS sqn arfd heir Kameswar Singha Juvaraj to 51113131&’"“‘:”1n

thlel: IE?IE.S, historical knowledge by transmitting to the scholaf
Singh;l 1t10ns_ p_reserved in Ahom royal families. Kameswaf.
s - thecorlflm1ss1cmed, I}utiram to compile.a history of Assam’
by the I}eﬁent book is the result of that commission delivered

@neant  Ahom prince. Purandar Singha died on
October 1, 1846, and Kameswar Singha on June 10, 1852.
Dutiram plodded on with his work after the death of his princely
patron and completed his book sometime after 1858. The
exact date of composition cannot be fixed with certainty. But

INTRODUCTION Xi

from the circumstances leading to its compilation we may infer
that the author was busy with it since he was first requested by
Kameswar Singha sometime between 1846 and 1852 till 1862
when the last event recorded in the book took place viz., the
release of Dutiram Barua Sherishtadar through the enterprise
of his son Priyalal Barua. The author was engaged in revising
the book even after 1862. The fair copy of the present
manuscript was made after 1873.

Dutiram Hazarika has himself penned a few auto-biogra-
phical lines in the book, pp. 183-186. We have received addi-
tional information about him from Srijuts Harinarayan Datta-
Barua and Sonadhar Das both of whom approached Dutiram’s
son Srijut Kamalapati Hazarika for authentic glimpses of his
scholarly father’s life. Dutiram’s father was one Sonabar
Hazarika. Sonabar’s father was Saha Hazarika who was a
powerful officer of the reign of Lakshmi Singha. Saha was
attached to the Bacha Khel and was in charge of five or six
thousand archers. Sonabar lived at Chokihat in the town of
Jorhat where the author was born in 1728 Saka or 1806 A.D.

Saha’s father was one Naga, who was the young-
est of a family of eight brothers. Naga’s father was Chiran
who lived in the North Bank. Chiran was raised by
King Siva Singha to the rank of a Barua and was en-
trusted with the task of keeping the Duflas under control.
He lived in the North Bank and exercised great power
and influence which, as the author alleges, was not tolerated
by Rupachandra Barbarua, the chief executive officer of King
Siva Singha. Dutiram says that Chiran had four-score wives
and that he lived like a prince. The people complained to the
Swargadeo that Chiran extorted money from them and that their
wives and daughters were not safe before the rapacious potentate.
Siva Singha condoned the excesses of Chiran on the plea that
the prosperity of a subject is a compliment to his sovereign.
But Rupchandra acted otherwise ; he procured a royal order on
the authority of which Chiran, who was originally a Kath, was
given the customary impression of a Baniya on the forehead.
The author says,—“Cruel is Rupchandra Barbarua! He has
reduced us to this plight.” The ears of Chiran were also lopped
off ; and his seven brothers were also punished.

Dutiram was educated in his childhood in the tol of
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Bhayaram Barpujari at Jorhat. He was also trained in the craft
of a goldsmith, and he mastered at a very early age the intricate
process of making different kinds of gold ornaments, specially
the art of setting delicate jewels on green surfaces, generally
known as minakara, for which Jorhat goldsmiths enjc;y a some-
What.un.rivalled reputation till this day.

Dutl.ram was a disciple of the Satradhikar of Dihing and
-had. cultivated the arts which were regarded in those days as
indispensable equipments of an accomplished Bhakat. Dutiram
VEf'aS thproughly read in the Assamese scriptures and the ecclesias-
Flcal history of the country ; he cultivated music and participated
in t.he bhawanas or enactments of Vaisnava dramas. In short
Dutiram represented an accomplished Assamese gentleman of
the older type thoroughly impregnated with the ideals of
indigenous culture.

Dutiram was a man of robust constitution. He was
regular in his habits and observed the rigorous rules of a
devote‘e’s life to which, combined with the gift of heredity, his
n!ongewty was mainly due. His son Srijut Kamalapati Hazarika
is an octogenarian.

The fact that the Baniya community could produce a man
of. putiram’s erudition and culture in the beginning of the
British connection is of considerable significance.

Dutiram is also credited with the authorship of two other
books,—Rasik-puran, containing a satirical account of the origin
and evils of the intoxicating drugs, tobacco, opium, bhang,
illslztura; etc., commonly used by the Assamese ; and Baniya-sakal
& Xlsas :1;1 Afz Vrltran?‘a, an account of the advent of the Baniyas
e macie btranscrlpt of Burl:m-bhashya by Ramchandra Das
T y Dutiram. This Ramchandra Das propably

chandra Barpatra-Gohain, the author of Manikut.*

Dutiram left two  sons, Srijuts Kamalapati Hazarika and.

18’;3111113 rgss;" dHaZarika, bC_)th of whom are now living at Jorhat.
Dot cilldaram Hazarika, who died in 1929, the grandson of
in the offic er brother Mayaram Hazarika, was a Head Clerk

¢ of the Deputy Commissioner of Lakhimpur District.

* Srijut So
St ail g Bugzgf‘;‘; l?as has_ lent to the Department the puthis Rasik-
B aibar S a@snya which he obtained from Srijut Kamalapati
. s also furnished us with a review of the two books
prepared for him by Srijut Lalitchandra Das, B.A.

=& f Vaisnava poetry.
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Literary Features. Dutiram’s book is a chronicle in the
true sense of the term. The reign of each sovereign has been
dealt with in all its aspects. The name of officers, internal dis-
turbances, the suppression Of rebellions, the erection of roads
and temples and all other noteworthy events have been incor-
porated into his account. As the poet’s main purpose is to

here is little room for the exercise of

present a true narrative, t .
literary or poetical embellishment. The recording of facts has,
he exercise of poetical fancy ;

therefore, been given preference to 1
and it can be noted to Dutiram’s credit that the facts recorded
by him materially agree with the accounts available in other

sources. Apart from the natural sequence of the reigns of the
consecutive sovereigns, a slender link has been maintained
throughout the book by the natural attempt on the author’s
part to describe the worship of Srikrishna as the only panacea
to escape from the affliction of misery and the vicissitudes of

human fortune.
efective in many places and the rhyme-

The verses are d ;
endings are usually unsatisfactory. From these metrical defects
marily a narrator and not

it transpires that the author was pri : : .
a poet. Apart from the historical information available in the
nto the full universe of

book we can easily acquire a glimpse i
knowledge and ideas which an accomplished gentleman possessed

in those days. The author’s indirect comment On the events
described by him can be gathered from the imageries and com-
parisions made by him. The use of an epithet or a simile leads
us to the inner circle of the author’s impressions on the events
narrated by him. The model adopted by the author is the one
Almost every chapter begins with an
invocation to the Creator and ends with the necessity for wor-
shipping Hari, Srikrishna and Ram. The style of the book is
simple and racy, and the author confines himself mainly fo those
Sanskrit words which have been popularised by preceding
authors. The book also preserves an example of the language
prevalent in the Ahom court. The book can be read with
advantage and understanding by ordinary villagers whose literary

equipment d

writing. The imageries and similes used by the author have

been mainly taken from common every-day life.
The author addresses his book to one Lilaram, who is no

oes not range beyond the faculty of reading and:
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other than the late Srijut Lilaram

Judge-Commissi )

Lilaram D;];{:Sl:;];riss gr??ﬁf Tegpanare ey Division. Srjut

Commissioper dgabandhu Das, Nazir the
Office, A, V. D., and hig grandson is OfSrijut

5 MA, BL, Pleader ey
Lecturer, Earle Lay (Z‘olleg(;f S Hides's, Coutt

Historjca] .
alue, f :
by the buranjis {s ‘fa _Assamese historical literature represented
OWn importapce I ried and numerous. Each buranji has its
L maj?y cases it repeats facts recorded in

Das, Superintendent of the

found i .

o :fer";::hef chronicles ; and that is the

R ratlh ten and compiled. The buranjis

B ik er than repetitions. Dutiram’s
quantity (.>f facts not recored by others.

_ information b
£k _ : possessed by
g_h:a or his son Juvaraj Kameswar Singha

_atxons in all countries in the world ; and the
Y a whilom King of Assam
highly valuable. Dutiram’s

outliolf1 gear. We thus get in
°-light into a period” about
bee.n traditionally handed down but

S profess; i
€ssion required frequent visits to the royal

: € should i
commanded his Son to t;(;lts:ng' Izotre gle o Lt Singha
1t 1o the author al] thy i
t the Juvaraj

Past histg
Ty of a country of which they would have
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» Under (jf
: erent cj
Uram gy o : Sircumstances, rulerg and sovereig
ns.

which mome

nt.
196219, 4 e o

— o

e e

INTRODUCTION XV

who were actors or spectators of the Moamaria disturbances,
pages 91-125. So more than half his book is devoted to events
of which the author had personal knowledge or had acquired
information from his contemporaries—a circumstance whose
repetition is beyond the powers of men.

We will draw the reader’s attention to the following narra-
tives of Dutiram’s buranji which are new or are treated with
greater emphasis and elaboration than in other chronicles,—the
wanderings of Gadapani; the martyrdom of Princess Jaymati ;
the flesh-eating mania of Gadadhar Singha; the construction of
gun-boats or Hiloichoras by Sandikai Barphukan; Rudra Singh’s
scheme for conquering Bengal ; the Sakta preceptor of the King,
Krishnaram Nayavagish; Siva Singha’s consort Phuleswari’s
child-birth ; Rajeswar Singha’s friendship with Dihingia Gosain ;
Kuranganayani’s slaughter of the Moran leader; the atrocities
and misrule of the Morans; Captain Welsh in Assam ;
Kamaleswar Singha’s friendship with the Dihingia Gosain ; the
conspiracy of Panimua ; the conspiracy of Satram, and the punish-
ment of his accomplices; the Dihingia Gosain favoured with
fresh honours by Chandrakanta Singha ; the Burmese in Assam,
their terrorism and ways of leaving; the administration of
Assam by the East India Company and new revenue measures ;
Kameswar Singha’s friendship with the Dihingia Gosain; the
various activities of a district Cutcherry ; Kandarpeswar Singha.

B. BISWESWAR VAIDYADHIPA'S BURANII.

Manuscript. The manuscript of this book was obtained in
June 1931, from Srijut Anandaram Gohain, B.A., then Second
Assistant in the D.HA.S. Mr. Gohain acquired it from Srijut
Hemchandra Bargohain, Mauzadar of Namti Mauza in Sibsagar
District, who in his turn had recovered the same from a villager
in Namti. The manuscript has 59 folios of Sanchi bark. Each

" folio measures 2} inches by 10} inches, and contains 5 to 7
lines. The manuscript is in a deplorable state of preservation.
The leaves have crumbled away in many places while the extre-
mities of many folios are tattered with the subsequent disfigure-
ment and even loss of many lines of writing. Folios 1, 2, 3, 6,
8, are missing. In the absence of the usual terminal sign at the
end of the present manuscript we are led to believe that the

book had several more folios.
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Sybject. The book deals with the last phase of Ahom
supremacy. It commences from the advent of Captain Welsh
to Assam in 1792 A.D. at the instance of King Gaurinath Singha,
and continues up to the re-instatement of Chandrakanta Singha
on the throne by the Burmese during their second expedition to
Assam under General Kiamingi. The book has preserved a
vivid and succinet account of the Moamaria and Burmese dis-
turbgnce.s, the two protracted events which mainly led to the
termination of Ahom rule in Assam. The author does not seem
Fo have given the book a title, or it might have been recorded
In the missing pages. We have ventured to name the book

Belimargr Buranji, or history of the sun-set, in keeping with
the subject-matter,

Restorations, The author has used the medium of verse

. unfolding the history of this momentous period of his
country’s annals, and his masterly treatment and felicity of
expresswn have raised this metrical chronicle to the rank of
a hter_‘ary masterpiece. Fearing that the enjoyment of the author’s
beautify] narrgtives might be impeded by the irrecoverable gaps
f;sioggd t::]e dll_ap.idate.d colndi'tion of the manuscript, we have
e ; tjlmssmg links in our own erds jud.iciously aiming
oy WithOItlh of pl_lrases anq expressions  which will be in
S € available port19ns of the. apthor’s book. Our

ons have, however, been inserted within inverted commas

to avoid misleadin i i
: g the reader, and im arti
S SEE pariing a rude shock to

would have be SHevitall: !
brackets been adopted. “en nevitable had the use of

Authorship ang ygte.

¢ has ingert, .
217-218, andel(ll a few autobj

The author was one Bisweswar.
= { o.himself twice or thrice on subse-
i 1i:adg.scr}bes himself ag springing from a Suryya-
literaly | ;ma amily, as a grandson of the Vaidya-Barua,
© Commang o of the physiciang. He wrote this book at
. O the Swargadeq though he regarded himself as

18 high commission. He was

er of the physicians. Bisweswar
P as.well as of Vaidya-Barua
ditior tt:r]\;-'.ards. The author was also known

1SWeswar, and the use of duplicates

ographical lines on folio I-B, pages
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in the names of persons in Assam was and is €ven now a com-
mon feature. The author addresses the book to one Rameswar
Dwija who was a Gabharu-melia. In the course of the narrative
the author anticipates questions from his auditor Rameswar and
answers them accordingly, e.g., when in the midst of the descrip-
tion of the first Burmese invasion, page 233, Rameswar wants
to know about the origin of the Burmese king and the author
inserts a mythological account of the same connecting the ances-
tors of the Burmese monarch with the Pandavas, Srikrishna
and Baghasur.

Bisweswar has not definitely stated the name of the Ahom
Swargadeo who served as his patron. The present account
takes us up to the defeat of the Ahom forces at Khagarijan or
Nowgong on the bank of the Kalang river sometime in March
1819. The Burmese removed Chandrakanta from the throne
and placed their own nominee Jogeswar Singha on the Ahom
mansab. Chandrakanta became a fugitive and after the treaty
of Yandabo in 1826 he lived as a prisoner till his death in 1839,
The continuous storm and stress through which Chandrakanta
passed from 1819 onwards make it extremely unlikely that he
could commission a poet to write a book or confer upon him
a title which is possible only during periods of stability and
peace. We are led to believe that the book was written suffi-
ciently after the Burmese atrocities, when peace and quiet had
been restorted to the country, when only the aid of art could
be requisitioned to commemorate the long-drawn miseries and

sufferings of an otherwise happy people, attended by political
changes of a very grave character. ;

The Swargadeo mentioned by the poet must be Purandar
Singha Maharaj who ruled as a feudatory prince under British
protection from April 1833 to September 1838 Swargadeo
Purandar Singha inspired the compilation of two other chronicles,
viz., the prose buranji of Kashinath Tamuli-Phukan ang the
metrical one of Dutiram Hazarika, and it is probable that the
prince induced Bisweswar to write this book in recognition of
which he was rewarded with the office of Vaidyadhip.

So we get two limits to the date of composition ; it cannot
be earlier than 1833 or at the furthest 1846 when Purandar
Singha died. The present condition of the manuscript leads
us to believe that the age of the book borders on a century.

%

Al
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So in the absgnce of any positive statement we can put the date
of the‘book to sometime between 1833 and 1846 A.D.

Literary Features. From the mannerisms of the book the
author seems to have fully imbibed and assimiliated the diction
and‘ spirit of Assamese Vaisnava poetry. The conventional
phrqseg used in describing epical contests, the usual methods of
reminding the reader of the nothingness of the world as con-
‘trasted with the beatific pleasure derivable from worshipping
the fefet of Srikrishna, the supernatural power which the worship
of Srikrishna may confer on his adorers, are echoed and re-
echoed throughout the book, though the author deals with
persons and themes with which he must have himself beefl
Farmhar. Captain Welsh cows down a number of Moamaria
Insurgents, after which they recruited a large army of rebels who
addressed the Captain as one would have done on meeting his
stalwart ‘opponent in the field of Kurukshetra. The humiIiZtion
of Gaurinath Singha and Chandrakanta Singha in the hands of
the 'rebels or invaders affords opportunities to the author to
remind worldy-minded people of the transitoriness of earthly

grandeur and the attachment to wives and children. :

~ After - the first invasion of the Burmese Chandrakanta
§1ngha was suspected as having treacherous liaison with the
nvaders. He was deposed and Purandar Singha sat on the
throne. The queen-mother in all earnestness advised Chandra-
kanta to meditate at the feet of Srikrishna and the author seizes
the Opportunity of giving us a description of Srikrishna’s person
itlircl)d at;n'e _ruqning up to nearly three score lines. The interven-
cfnlzln n? §r1kr1shna is used by the poet as deu ex machina to

unicate  Chandrakanta’s deposal and = disgrace to his

Supporters in By T
i rma: Similar conventionalj i :
m the description of ¢ lism is to be noticed

aid Ava, The i he Ahom and Burmese capitals, Rangpur
verse-forms all:)tt' or makes use of all the existing Assamese
and subjects Amg thc_ several measures to appropriate themes
document, it. hasD arlt o, the ivalne fof the sbookasya historical
which he uses i also clements of genuine poetry. - The simile

I describing the fate of Badanchandra Barphukan

‘Who broughg
Burmese to Assam but who felt soon

ove
~afterwards 5 Fite

; pre :
_Subedar 'bet‘omy 0 the sword 6f an assassin named Rupsing

‘he : 5
reproduction here could consolidate his power deserves

—
B
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“The Mantris could not tolerate the growing influence of
Badanchandra Phukan. At their instance Rupsing Bangal once
surrounded him and beheaded the Phukan. Just as a creature,
in order to ally hus heat and thirst looks wistfully at the clouds
longing for a down-pour of rain, but is killed by a thunder-
bolt dropped from the same clouds, instead of having his heat
alleviated, this plight also accrued to the Phukan.”

In addition to its value as a historical document, the trans-
ference of the conventional diction and associations of Vaisnava
poetry from themes of the epics and the purans to mun-
dane matters like national disruption and war and to subjects
within the immediate purview of the poet, is a mnoteworthy
feature of the litrary history of the Assamese people.

Historical Value. The blood-curdling atrocities of the
Burmese, which passed into the common parlance of the
Assamese as “Minar Upadrav”, the very mention of which has
frightened many a child to sleep, constitutes the gravest national
catastrophe to which the peace-loving and simple inhabitants of
the Brahmaputra valley have been subjected since the dawning
of recorded history. The panic was wide-spread and permanent,
and though every Assamese man and woman could, till very
recently, recite a tale of Burmese inhumanity, no one thought
it fit to collect them, or preserve a full account of the Burmese
invasions ; and we have now to turn to Wilson and Crawfurd
to obtain a glimpse of the sufferings of the Assamese people.’
But deep-rooted national calamity of the magnitude of the
Burmese reign of terror cannot but be followed, in some form
or other, by expression. Bards and ballad-singers have stepped
into the place of the trained historian and poet; and the ballad
of Badanchandra, commonly known as Barphukanar Git*
introduces us to the true character of the peoples’ sufferings,
while preserving at the same time a faithful record of the lead-
ing events. With the progress of historical investigation the
incidents and narratives of the ballad are receiving more and
more confirmation. Bisweswar’s buranji is one of the very few

.contemporary documents of the Burmese invasions. Making

allowance for the poetical conventions which few writers of

* “Barphukanar Git”, edited by Prof. S. K. Bhuyan, published in
1924. Reviewed by Lt-Col. PR.T. Gurdon in the Journal of the Royal
Asiatic Society for October, 1925.
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varied and brilliant achievements one ;s 70t 10 be an object of
laughter (if mistakes and discrepancies creep in), as the
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