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If we use the term 1n any proper and technical
sense we must mean by Symbol either the incidental
use of one object to reptesent another object to which
1t 18 related through,some common feature or the
constant use of a single object (which thereby becomes
the object of representation in the poem) to represent
throughout the poem another object, unnamed but 1n
some way 1dentified *°
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Inits (image) simplest terms 1f a picture made
out of words An epithet a metaphor a simile may
create an 1mage or an 1mage may be presented to us in
a phrage or passage on the face of 1t purely descriptive
but conveying to our imagination somthing more than
the accurate reflection of an external reality Every
poetic 1mage therefore 1s to some degree
metaphorical If looks out from a mirror in which hife
perceives not so much 1ts face as some truth about its

face *®
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by a poet or prose writer to 1llustrate 1lluminate and
embellish his thought It 1s a description or an 1dea
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The images 1n a poem are like a senes of murror
set at different angles so that as the theme moves on 1t
1s reflected 1n a number of different aspects But they
are magic murrors they do not merely reflect the theme
but give 1t life and forms 1t in there power to make a
spint visible *
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(poetry) 1s not a counter language but a visual
concrete one It 1s a compromise for a language of
mntuition which would hand over sensatibns bodily
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Images 1n verse are not mere decoration but
the very essence of an intuitive language *?

{0 C DayLewis The Image of Poetry p 18
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In its simplest terms 1t 1s a picture made out of
words An epithet a metaphor a simile may create an
1mage or an image may be presented to us in a phrase
or passage on the face of 1t purely descriptive but
conveying to our imagmation somthing more than the
accurate reflection of an external reality Every poetic
mmage therefore 1s no some digree metaphorical It looks
out from a murror m which life percerves not so much
its face as some truth about 1ts face *”
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When we come to consider the modern use of
the image we must have 1n mind two things which the
poet 1s trying to do with 1t He 1s trying with 1ts help
to find his way about emotionally and intellectually
n the confusion of the modern world and he 1s trying
to make some impact upon a highly sophisticated
reader Surréalist poetry 1s evedently the most violent
form of shock treatment aimed at this later end But,
throughout the whole range of modern verse from the
symbolist onward we find a tendency towards the
illogicall away from the old cause and-effect sequence
of 1mages within the poem °
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a medium which promoted visual responses 1n the reader
that 15 to say images °°

80 idem, p 114
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The images 1n a poem are hke a series of
murrors set at different angles so that as the theme
moves on 1t 15 reflected 1n a number of different
aspects But they are magic murrors they do not merely
reflect the theme they give 1t life and form 1t 1s in

their power to make a spirit visible °%

foag =it ©R et IR Tfie FRoR Haww g R e
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the picture 1mage 1s a more or less sensous
picture 1n words to some degree metaphorical with
an undernote of some human emotion in 1ts context

but also charged with and releasing into the reader a
special poetic emotion or passion which —no 1t wont

do the thing has got out of hand *°
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