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wiifat fRGIf (o1 1R 178% Bound Up Volume containing papers of Dr. S.K.
Bhuyan relating to the establishment of Gauhati University in January 1948
1R e ¥ Bound up Volume-S f&2l SITg G 3 2 “As for me, I served as a
member of the Executive Council, the Court, and of the Selection
Committee since the begining of Gauhati University. I became its Vice-
Chancellor on the 23rd February 1957, from which office I retired at the
end of my three years' term in 1960. The Court of the University at their
meeting held on the 23rd January 1960 recorded "its deep appreciation of
the services rendered by Dr. S.K. Bhuyan as Vice-Chancellor of the Gauhati
University, during his tenure of office from 1957 to 1960". A prominent
member of the Court spoke at the meeting in appreciation of my services.
He kindly referred to me "as a distinguished educationist. He was a man of
integrity, and he served the University these three years with ability and
success."

My direct association with the University thus came to an end and from
the 23rd February 1960. I am now a distant spectator of its activities, and
an ardent seeker of its progress and welfare.

S.K. Bhuyan,

Tuesday, August 10, 1963
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“Shakespear is the grandest thing we ever yet had done. For our honour
among foreign nations, as an ornament to our English household, what item
1s there that we would not surrender rather than him? Consider now. if they
asked us will you give up your Indian Empire, or your Shakespear, you
English never have had any Indian Empire or never have had any
Shakespear? Really it were a grave question. Official persons would answer
doubtless in official language : but we, for our past too, should not we he
forced to answer : Indian Empire, or no Indian Empire, we can not do
without Shakespear. India will go at any rate, some day; but this Shakespear
does not go, he lasts forever with us, we can not give up our Shakespear.”
(Hero and Hero Worship : ‘“The Hero as a man of letters’)
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Bibliography of the
Works of Dr. S.K. Bhuyan

COMPILER'S PREFACE

The writings of a worker in the field of literature and history
fall generally into four categories : first, writings which are
published in book form, and are thus readily available for study
and 1eference ; Secondly writings which appear in periodicals and
are read at the time of publiscations, but are available afterwards
only to those who have access to those peridicals ; thirdly, writings
which are in manuscript and could not be published in book-form
or in periodicals ; and fourtly, writings which, on account of the
author's other preoccupations or lack of opportunities, could not
be completed.

In a place like Assam, where there are no proper facilities for
publication, where there are no libraries containing complete
volumes of old peridicals. and where there are no arrangements
for preserving the traces of an author's writings, they have every
possibility of being completely blotted out of human memory
though there may be materials enough in those writings which may
prove useful as a source of information and entertainment, as well
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as a means of edification and inspirations. Some kindred spirit may
take up the cue in future and complete the works commenced,
suggested or hinted at by a preceding author. Continuity is thus
maintained between the literary activities of one period and those
of subsequent ages. It is this idea which lies at the root of the
compilation of this bibliography.

This aspect was pointed out by me in the penultimate paragraphs
of 'Assamese Literature : Ancient and Modern', 1936—

“To understand the quantity and quality of modern Assamese
litrature we must turn to the reviews and periodicals wherein are
published articles of all shades of interest. A large number of articles
of permanent value have been published in the pages of the
'Arunoday’, 'Assam Bandhu', 'Jonaki', 'Bijuli’, 'Usha’, 'Banhi’'.
'Alochani’, 'Milan', 'Assam Sahitya-Sabha Patrika', 'Awahon'
etc. The few Assamese anthologies that have come out are more
or less collections from periodical literature. There is room for
several more anthologies if we ransack all the periodicals and
make judicious selections from them.

“Elsewhere, when an author contribute articles to the papers
he collects them afterwards in book-form. The works of Matthew
Arnold, Thomas Carlyle, Frederic Harrison, John Morley and
Edward Dowden are mostly of this character. An Assamese author
goes on writing throughout his life, and he can never drcam of
putting them together under one cover. In course of time, the very
traces of his articles are lost and forgotten owing to the absence of
the practice of compiling author's bibliographies. The copious
contributions of authors like Anandaram Dhekial Phukan,
Gunabhiram Barua, Ratneswar Mahanta, Hemchandra Goswami
and Kamalakanta Bhattacharyya are buried in the pages of
magazines. What Srijut Lakshminath Bezbarua has published in
book-form represents only a fraction of what he has written during
his life as most of his wirtings are scattered in the newspapers and
magazines of the last half-a-century. Some of Mr. Bezbarua's
contributions in periodicals are as interesting and valuable as those
he has published in books. The publication of anthologies is also
4 lukewarm business in Assam. On account of the paucity of
publishing firms prepared to invest money in ventures of a
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precarious character. The late Srijut Hemchandra Goswami's
monumental work Typical Slections from Assamese Literature
was possible on account of a combination of circumstances, —Sir
Asutosh Mukherjee's zeal for the promotion of vernacular studies
in his alma mater, and the generous patriotism of Assam's premier
merchant and philanthropist Bholanath Barua.”

In our particular case, a bibliography has also become
necessary to serve as a guidance in the execution of the plan to
publish in book-form the author's contributions to periodicals and
his unpublished works and also to bring out new editions of his
books which are now out of print. If the plan is not accomplished
in the near future this bibliography will be helpful when some one
intends to continue the work of publication. The articles published
in periodicals and the unpublished writings have been grouped
under appropriate heads so that they can be collected together for
publication under the suggested titles. Mention has also been made
of the incomplete treatise ‘Historical Research in Assam’ and the
projected work of collaboration ‘Assam and the Assamese’, as the
proposed subjects will indicate the lines on which historical
investigations can preferably be conducted in future.

‘Art is long, and time is fitting’, and an author in Assam can
hardly expect to see the accomplishment of his literary plans.
Permanance and oblivion intermingle in the prospects of an
author's contributions. Residual appreciation at the hands of
posterity is responsible for many a resurrection in the grave-yards
of literary labours. Such resurrections constitute a visible symbol
of progress in the country's intellectual activities. A bibliography
is therefore essential in order that the bzarings can be fully worth,
can be transmitted from one hill-top to another.

I am grateful to Dr. Banikanta Kakati, now Professor of
Assamese at Gauhati University, for having kindly written an
introduction to this bibliography. My literary career is more or less
coeval with my association with Dr. Kakati. We were fellow
students at the Presidency College, Calcutta, from 1913 to 1915:
and colleagues in the English Department of the Cotton College,
Gauhati from 1918 to 1946; and co-workers all the time in the field
of Assamese literature. I therefore attach special value to the words
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of Dr Kakati as they come from one who has known me so inti-
mated and so long.

Company Bagan Road S.K. Bhuyan
Uzanbazar

Gauhati, Assam

The 15th June, 1951

INTRODUCTION

Dr. S.K. Bhuyan hardly needed an introduction. As the
Provincial Director of Historical and Antiquarian Studies in Assam,
as a frequent contributor of original historical articles to numerous
learned periodicals, as a scholarly editor and translator of old
Assamese chronicles and as an author of numerous original
compositions in English and Assamese, his is a valued named in
the noted centres of historical studies in India. Some of his
historical publications had the honour of being very favourably
commented on in the pages of the ‘Journal of the Royal Asiatic
Society of Great Britain and Ireland’ and the ‘Bulletin of the School
of Oriental Studies’ by such eminent authorities as Sir Edward Gait,
Lt.Col. P.R.T. Gurdon, and Lt.Col. Sir Wolsely Haig.

The works listed in the following bibliography range over a
period of about four decades. They fall mainly into there divisions
. historical biographical, and original and miscellaneous. Dr.
Bhuyan's forte is history and biography. Like those of many other
historians, his earlier publications are mostly biographical with
occasional dips into some interesting periods of history. Such
earlier studies are 'Ahomar Din’, 1918, containing an account of
the Ahom system of administration, and 'Early British Relations
with Assam’', 1928. Some of his original Assamese compositions
have already been, recognised as classics having been for many
years running as text-books for several examinations ot the
Universities of Calcutta, Dacca, Benares and Gauhati.



Circumstances had developed which led Dr. Bhuyan on to
devote his wholehearted attention to the history and antiquities of
Assam. Some time in 1927, the manuscript of his 'Early British
Relations with Assam' fell into the hands of Mr. J.R. Cunningham,
then Director of Public Instruction of Assam. Mr. Cunningham,
recognised considerable merit in it as a piece of historical writing
and took it upon himself to move the Assam Government to publish
it. The book was accordingly published in 1928. Realising at the
same time possibilities of future research works in the unexplored
field of Assam history, specially in view of the difficulties
experienced by Dr. Bhuyan and his fellow-workers, Mr.
Cunningham also move the Government for establishing a
department of historical and antiquarian studies to be maintained
with a regular allotment from the provincial revenues. The
department thus came into being in June, 1928 with Mr. AH.W.
Bentinck, C.ILE., I.CS., FR.GS., MA. (Oxolr-?. then
Commissioner of the Assam Valley Division as the Honorary
Provincial Director and Mr. J.P. Mills, I.C.S. M.A. (Oxon), Deputy
Commissioner and Prof. S.K. Bhuyan, M.A., B.L, Professor of the
Cotton College, Gauhati, as Honorary Assistant Director for the
Surma and the Brahmaputra Valley Divisions respectively.

As the historical publications entered in the following
bibliography will show. Dr. Bhuyan became the life and soul of
the Department. He put in all the scanty leisure of a College teacher
at the service of the Department. He collected historical
manuscripts, collated and finally edited them with necessary notes
and introduction both in Assamese and English. To this must be
added the onerous responsibilities connected with the
administration of the Department. After the retirement of Mr.
Bentinck from office in 1933, the Government of Assam offered
free scope to Dr. Bhuyan's eagerness for the promotion of the
Department's objects by placing him in sole charge of the
Department as its Provincial Director.

Dr Bhuyan's intcrest in the Department is that of genuine
selfless worker who desires its permanency on behalf of future
scholars who will continue its traditions. The Department so
happily inaugurated had so far been functioning with a name, but
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it had no local habitation. There was no permanent building to
accommodate it, only a room in the Divisional Commissioner's
office having been set apart for its work, and previously to this,
for many long years the Department was housed in Dr. Bhuyan's
private quarters. Without embarrassing the Government with
requests for more grants for this infant institution. Dr. Bhuyan
looked about for funds from other sources towards erecting a
permanent building for it. And he was not long in the search. He
secured the sympathy of a generous and cultured Assamesc
gentleman Rai Bahadur Radhakanta Handique who had already
earned the gratitude of his countrymen by considerable donations
towards the promotion of Assamese language and literature. At
Dr. Bhuyan's instance, Rai Bahadur Handique placed adequate
funds at the disposal of the Government towards the construction
of a permanent building for the Department. The building, named
after the donor's wife, Narayani Handique Historical Institute, was
completed in February 1936. On April 4, 1936 the building was
formally opened by His Excellency Sir Michael Keane, K.C.S.1.,
C.IE., LC.S. Governor of Assam, in the presence of the donor and
his wife, and of an assembly of distinguished guests. For all ime
to come, the office of the Department has been located in this
building. What Mr. Cunningham said about Dr. Bhuyan and the
Department in 1932 is more than justified when viewed in the light
of 1ts subsequent achievements,— "The fact is that had 1t not been
for one S.K. Bhuyan the Department would never have come into
being and were it not for the abilitites and devotion of the same
S.K. Bhuyan's it would have had but little to record in the way of
accomplishment.”

The earnest zeal and sincerity of Dr. Bhuyan in the pursuit of
historical and antiquarian studies were rewarded by the conferment
of the title of Rai Bahadur in 1936 at a comparatively young age.

Dr. Bhuyan's research activities the historical instincts of the
Assamese race combined with the critical methods of modern
scholarship. In olden times knowledge of historical lore was
looked upon as an essential part of the intellectual equipments of
an educated Assamese gentleman. Often times he was expected
to sum up his knowledge by writing a history of his country or some
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neighbouring tract. The tradition continued down through the last
century, and three noted Assamese gentlemen with liberal English
education, left behind three distinct studies of the history of Assam-
Kashinath Tamuli Phukan, Rai Bahadur Gunabhiram Barua and
Harakanta Barua Sadar-Amin.

With immense labour Dr. Bhuyan has unearthed a vast mass of
unused materials from original sources. Under the auspices of the
research institute of which he is in sole charge, he has edited several
original documents with all the requirements of a modern scholarly
publications. Dr. Bhuyan has never spared himself for a due
appreciation of the materials that came his hands. For a correct
understanding of the racial and cultural traditions of the Ahom race
he engaged for some time the services of an Ahom Deodhai Pandit,
i.e., and orthodox Ahom priest regarded as a repository of the
knowledge of Ahom traditions. His English version of the
'Tungkhungia Buranji' published by the Oxford University Press
in 1933, with a brief resume of the events of other periods before
and after that dynasty with notes, a glossary, an indeX and an
introduction, is quite characteristic of the critical methods which
Dr. Bhuyan has applied to editing the Assamese chronicles.

Dr. Bhuyan discovered some fresh materials about Moghul
India from Assamese sources. They were published in several issues
of the Islamic Culture, Hyderabad, Deccan, 1928 and 1933-34,
and they have now appeared in book-form under the title Annals
of the Delhi Badshahate.

A word must be said about Dr. Bhuyan's introductions to the
several chronicles he has edited. They are in English as well as in
Assamese. Each of them contains a critical synopsis of the contents
with further amplifications from other available sources as well
as an examination of their historical and literary value. They have
bearing also on other aspects of Assamese civilization and culture.
The chronicles being comprehensive records of the political, social
and religious sympathies of different times, Dr. Bhuyan has
supplied the proper background of the varied thought movements
by his illuminating comments, and has made each period covered
by a particular chronicle full of life and vitality.

It must be admitted that inspite of the limitations under which
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he is labouring. Dr. Bhuyan has been able to rouse interest in
Assamese history and civilisation among emiment historical
scholars in India and Europe. Prof. C.S. Srinivasachari, formerly
of Annamalai University, and Mahamahopadhyaya D.V. Potdar
of Poona, have reviewed one or other of Dr. Bhuyan's works in
the Journal of Indian History, and Journal of the Bhandarkar
Oriental Research Institute respectively. Calculated to evoke
wide-spread interest in Assamese historical matters. Dr. B.A.
Saletore of Poona has, in an issue of the Journal of the Assam
Research Society, searched for Sumerian prototypes for the burial
system of the Ahoms which has been fully described by Dr. Bhuyan
in his introduction to Deodhai Asom Buranji. The same book as
far as its contents can be judged from the English introduction
running up to seventy pages has been reviewed in the German
periodical Orientalistische Literaturzeitung of Leipzig.
Dissemination of knowledge about the Assamese people and
creation of interest in their past history and civilization, far and
wide has been a welcome offshoot of Dr. Bhuyan's life-long
devotion for the cause of Assamese historical research.

An intensive study of the several periods of Assamese history
has brought Dr. Bhuyan into intimate touch with the varied streams
of thought that go into making the cultural life of a pcople. Assamese
Literature : Ancient and Modern —a note prepared at the instance
of and printed by the Government of Assam, July 1936 shows how
intimate is Dr. Bhuyan's knowledge of things Assamese.

To co-ordinate all the materials and bring them all together into
a synthesis, the intervals of time in a teacher's business are not
cnough. The situation cannot be better depicted than in the words
of Dr. Bhuyan himself— *I must frankly declare that our chief
handicap is one of time. The normal duties of a teachers in the
constitutent colleges of the Calcutta University leave him very little
leisure for research and investigation. The routine work of our
Department which has increased rapidly in recent ycars, caused
by the necessity of securing a fair market for our publications in
order to give some return for the money spent upon the Department
by the Government together with the task of rearing an infant
institution by enlisting support in its behalf and conferring upon it
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status and prestige in the hierarchy of orientological institutions
and the unavoidable worries and cares relating to all these
endeavour, has taken our life-blood out. With this enormous
routine work to discharge where is the time for original contribution
to which we feel tempted in view of the large mass of materials at
our disposal? My own cherished researches have been sacrificed
at the altar of the exacting goddess of routine and red-tape.” Dr.
Bhuyan's zeal would, however acknowledge no discomfiture in
the pursuit of the studies nearest to his heart. He proceeded to
England on leave in search of that leisure and that facility which
he could not get in his own land.

He joined the school of Oriental Studies in London, and worked
under the late Professor H.H. Dodwell, the editor of the fifth and
sixth volumes of The Cambridge History of India. The result of
his labour has been embodied in the publication Anglo-Assamese
Relation which was approved for the Ph.D. degree of London
University. It is a comprehensive work containing information
about the social, political'and economic conditions of Assam side
by side with Assam's relations with the East India Company,
culminating in the occupation of the country by the British in 1824-
25.

After his return from England towards the end of August 1938
Dr. Bhuyan resumed charge of his duties at the Cotton College,
and also served Government in various other capacities. But all
the while he maitained his connection with the D.H.A.S. by
continuing to serve it as its Honorary Director. In 1947, he was
relieved of his duties at the Cotton College and placed in wholetime
charge of the institute.

Dr. Bhuyan's services have beer recognised by Government.
In addition to his title of Rai Bahadur he received the decoration
of M.B.A in 1946. After his retirement from service, the present
Government has re-employed him as the Director of the D.H.A.S.

The following bibliography will show the variety and
magnitude of Dr. Bhuyan's literary and historical output.

Gauhati, Assam B.K Kakati
The 9th Feb, 1951
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BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE
WORKS OF DR.S.K.BHUYAN

SECTION-I
PUBLISHED BOOKS : ENGLISH

1. An Assamese Nur Jahan : Life-sketch of Phuleswari Devi,
queen-regnant of King Siva Singha of Assam. Pages iv+57
Gauhati, December 1926.

2. Report and Conspectus of the Kamarupa Anusandhan
Samiti or the Assam Research Society for 1925-26, and a part of
1926-27, with a statement of its aims and objects and of its activitics
since 1912, pages iv+84. Gauhati 1927.

3. Early British Relations with Assam : A study of the original
sources and records elucidating the history of Assam from its first
contact with the East India company to the transfer of the
Company's territories to the Crown in 1858. With notes and
Bibliography. pages iii + 68. Assam Government Press, Shillong
1928. Second Edition, Shillong, 1949.

4. Preliminary Report on the old Records of the Assam
Govenment, 1823-74 : Pages 54 foolscap. Printed for official use,
Shillong, 1931.

5. Bulletin I of the Department of Historical and Antiquarian
Studies in Assam : With an Introduction by His Excellency Sir
LLaurie Hammond, Governor of Assam, containing a hand-list of
manuscript and transcripts collected by the D.H.A.S. Pages viii+
48. D.H.A.S., Gauhati, 1932.

6. Balletin II of the D.H.A.S. : With an Introduction by His
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Excellency Sir Michael Keane, Governor of Assam, containing a
list of manuscripts newly collected. Pages xii+76, D.H.A.S.
Gauhati 1934.

7. Bulletin III of the D.H.A.S. : A souvenir of the opening
ceremony of the Narayani Handiqui Historical Institute, held on
April 4, 1936, containing the speeches of H.E. Sir Michael Keane,
and the Honorary Provincial Director of the D.H.A.S. etc. Pages
iv+52. D.H.A.S. Gauhati, 1936.

8. Tungkhungia Buranji, or a History of Assam from 1681 to
1826, being mainly a translation of Srinath Duara Barbarua's
Assamese chronicle. With Genealogical Tables, Bibliography,
Glossary and Index. Published by the Oxford University Press for
the D.H.A.S. Pages xxxii+262. Bombay and Gauhati 1933.

9. Assamese Literature : Ancient and Modern : A bird's eye
view Monograph compiled for the Government of Assam. Printed
for official use. Shillong 1936.

10. An Account of Assam, compiled in 1807-14 by Dr. Francis
Hamilton, formerly Buchanan. Text from a copy in the India Office
Library. Pages x+104. D.H.A.S. Gauhati, 1940.

11. Lachit Barphukan and His Times : An exhaustive and
critical biography of Lachit Barphukan, the commander of the
Assamese forces during the conflicts with the Moghuls from 1667
to 1671. With a Bibliography, etc. Pages xiv+221. D.H.A.S.
Gauhati, 1947.

12. Annals of the Delhi Badshahate : A translation of the old

\ssamese chronicle Padshan-Buranji relating to the Muslim rulers
of Delhi upto Emperor Aurangzeb. The Introduction deals with
Assam's contact with the Muslim world. etc. Pages xii+244.
D.H.A.S. Gauhati 1947. Originally published in two serial in the
Islamic Culture, Hyderabad, Decan, 1928-29 and 1933-34.

13. Anglo-Assamese Relations : A history of Assam's relations
with the East India Company from 1771 to 1826, and the earlier
years of British administration. With Map, Bibliography and Index.
Thesis approved for the Ph.D. Degree of the University of London
in 1933. Pages xxiii+636. D.H.A.S. Gauhati 1950.

* The abbreviation *D.H.A.S." stands tor the Department of Historical

and Antiquarian Studies in Assam.
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SECTIONII
PUBLISHED BOOKS : ASSAMESE

14. Gopal Krishna Gokhale : Life-sketch of the great Indian
patriot and statesman. Pages viii+46. Calcutta, 1916.

15. Nirmali : A collection of poems written between 1907 and
1917. First edition, pages xii+176, Jorhat, 1918. Second edition.
Gauhati with additional poems. Pragjyotish Granthasala. Gauhati,
In the Press.

16. Ahomar Din : An account of the Ahom system of
administration. Compiled in March-May, 1909. With a Foreword
by Srijut Satyanath Bara. Pages xvi+100. Jorhat, 1918.

17. Rabindra Nath Thakur : Life-sketch and appreciation.
Pages vii+39. Nowgong, 1920.

18. Jaimati Upakhyan : Story of the devotion and sacrifice of
Jaimati, consort of Prince Gadapani, afterwards Swargadeo
Gadadhar Singha, King of Assam, in old Assamese poetic diction
Pages x1i+60. Gauhati, 1920.

19. Anundoram Borooah : Biography of the great Indian
Sanskritist Anundoram Borooah, 1.C.S. First edition with a
Foreword by Pandit Hemchandra Goswami, pages xxii+203.
Giauhati, 1920; Second edition pages xviii+235, Gauhat1 1924,

20. Barphukanar Git : Ballad of Badanchandra Barphukan,
who brought the Burmese to Assam in 1817. With Introduction
and Notes. First edition page vi+74, Gauhati, 1924 ; Second edition,
enlarged pages viii+90, Pragjyotish Granthasala, Gauhati 1950.
Third edition, in the press.

21. Panchami : Five short sotries wirtten during 1909 and 1913
First edition, pages iii+58, Calcultta, 1927; Second edition, pages
v1+69, Pragjyotish Granthasala, Gauhati, 1950, Contents : ‘Manik
Bara', originally published in Usha, Vol. V; 'Sila nahoi phul’, Usha.
Vol.1V;'Amina’, Usha, Vol. V; 'Tetia aru etia’, Banhi, Vol. VI; and
‘Bijuli', Banhi, Vol. V1.

22. Jonaki : Life sketches of eminent men. First edition, pages
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vii+105, Jorhat, 1928; Second edition, pages viii+105, Gauhati,
1938 ; Third edition, Pragjyotish Granthasala, Gauhati, in the press.
Contents of the third edition: Swargadeo Gadadhar Singha,
originally published in Usha, Vol. III ; Hazi Muhammad Mohsin
Islami Akbar, Vol. I, Anandaram Dhekial Phukan, Anundoram
Borooah; Jagannath Borua; Manikchandra Barua; Harinath De,
Usha, Vol IV ; Dwijendralal Roy, Usha, Vol. V ; Gopal Krishna
Gokhale; Gurudas Bandopadhyaye, Alochani, Vol. IX ; Asutosh
Mukhopadhyaye, Banhi, Vol. XIV; Hemchandra Goswami,
Milan, Vol, VI, ‘Momai-tamuli Barbarua’, Arun, Vol. I; Rabindra
Nath Thakur, formerly published as a booklet; and Sir Edward Gait,
Dainik Asomiya, Gauhati, March 19 and 20, 1950.

23. Chaneki : Life-sketches of eminent women. Pages viii+100.
First edition, Jorhat 1928. Contents : Asamiya Tirota,
Janmabhumi, Gauhati, Vol.I ; Tapaswini Rabiya, Islami Akhbar,
Vol.I; Jaimati Kunari, Dr. Anandibai Joshi, Banhi, Vol. VII; Florence
Nigtingle; Fandita Ramabai Saraswati; Agar dinar asomiya tirota,
Milan, Gauhati, Vol.V. -

24. Asam-Jiyari : Part I, Survey of the women of old Assam;
Part II, Prnices Jaimati's life-sketches, with an examination of the
sources of information. Pages iv+62. Gauhati, 1935.

25. Kowanr-Bidroh : Episodical history of the revolt of princes
in king Lakshmi Singha's reign. Pages vi+89. Gauhati 1948.
Contents 'Bhudhar Singha's Sharajantra’, "Tipamia Gohainar Droh'
and 'Rangai Barmoranar Kirti', orignially published in Awahon,
Calcutta, Vol. XIII, V and IV respectively.

26. Assam Buranji : A history of Ahom rule in Assam, 1228-
1826, by Kashinath Tamuli Phukan and Radhanath Barbarua, first
published in 1844. Revised and enlarged by Harakanta Barua.
Edited with Preface in English. Pages xxii+152, D.H.A.S.,
Gaubhati, 1930. .

27. Kamrupar Buranji : An old chronicle describing the
Assam-Mogul, conficts of the seventeenth century, with chapters
on ancient Assam. Buchanan-Hamilton's 'General View of the
History of Kamarupa'. a MS document of the India Office Library

is inserted in Appendix C. Edited with Preface in English. Pages
xvii+152. D.H.A.S.. Gauhati, 1930.
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28. Tungkhungia Buranji : A chronicle of the Tungkhungia
Dynasty of Ahom monarchs who ruled from 1681 to 1826.
Compiled by Srinath Duara Barbarua. Edited with Preface and
Introduction in English. The prefatory chapters from 1671 to 1751,
have been compiled from other contemporary chronicles. Pages
xivii + 188. D.H.A.S. Gauhati, 1932

29. Deodhai Asam Buranji : A chronicle of the Ahom kings
from the earliest times to the accession of Jayadhwaj Singha in 1648,
with a number of shorter chronicle including Atan Bahgaria
Buragohain's Buranji, Datiyalia Buranji, accounts of Ahom royal
recreations and marriage, the offical functions of Daivajnas or
Astrologers; and origins of the ruling powers of the Koches,
Kacharis, Jayantias, Chutias, Mikirs and Naras. Edited with preface
and Introduction in English. Pages ixx+222. D.H.A.S. Gauhati,
1933.

30. Asamar Padya-Buranji : Two metrical chronicles of Assam
dealing with the events of the period from 1679 to 1859, the first.
by Dutiram Hazarika; and the second by Bisweswar Vaidyadhipa.
Edited with Preface, Introduction and Synopsis in English. Pages
1iv+308. D.H.A.S. Gauhati. 1933.

31. Padshah-Buranji : An old Assamese chornicle of the
Muslim rulers of Delhi upto Emperor Aurangzeb.With Preface and
Introduction in English. Pages xi+104. Kamrupa Anusandhan
Samiti, Gauhati, 1934.

32. Kachari Buranji : An old Assamese chronicle of Cachar
from the earliest times to the reign of the Kachari Raja
Tamradhwajnarayan and the Ahom monarch Swargadeo Rudra
Singha. Edited with Preface, Introduction and Synopsis in English
tirst edition pages xxx+124. D.H.A.S. Gauhati 1936, Second
edition, 1950-51.

33. Jayantia Buranji : An old Assamese chronicle of Jayantia
trom the earliest times to the reign of the Jayantia Raja Lakshmi
Singha and the Ahom monarch Swargadeo Siva Singha. Edited
with Synopsis in English. Preface and Introduction in English by
Srijut Sarat Kumar Dutta. Pages xxiv+190. D.H.A.S. Gauhati.
1937,

34. Tripura Buranji : An account of Tripura in Bengal,
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compiled in 1724 by Ratna Kandali Sarma and Arjun Das Bairagi,
—the ambassadors deputed by King Rudra Singha to the Tripura
court in 1710-14. From a MS in the British Museum, London.
Edited with Introduction in English. Pages xx+103. D.H.A.S.
Gaubhati, 1938.

35. Assam Buranji : From a manuscript obtained from the family
of Sukumar Mahanta. A chronicle of Assam from the first Ahom
conqueror Sukapha to the reign of Gadadhar Singha. With Preface,
Analysis and Introduction in English. The Introduction elaborates
sixty-three maxims and observations depicting the old-time
political ideology of the Assamese people. Pages 1xxv+154.
D.H.A.S. Gauhati, 1945.

36. Ramani Gabharu : Life-sketch of Princess Ramani
Gabharu, daughter of king Jayadhwaj Singha of Assam and
consort of Sultan Azamtara, son of Emperor Aurangzeb.
Pragjyotish Granthasala Gauhati. In the press.

37. Buranjir Vani, or the message of history. Consisting of
fifteen articles on difference aspects of the history of Assam, yritten
between 1925 and 1950. Pragjyotish Granthasala, Gauhati. In the
press. Contents :

(1) Bar Asamat Ebhumuki —A glimpse into Greater Assam.
An abridgement of the address delivered as President of the
historical section of the Assam Literary Conference, held at Dhubri
in October 1926. Originally published in Assam Sahitya Sabha

Patrika, Vol. I, Part II.

(2) Assam-jiyari Amritaprabha —Life-sketch of the Assamese
consort of King Meghavahana of Kashmir. Awahon, Vol. II.

(3) Prachin Kamrupar Buranji Abhas —A glimpse into the
history of ancient Kamarupa from the inscriptions of Northern
India, Assam Sahitya Sabha Patrika, Vol II.

(4) Garama Kunari —Life-sketch of Garama, consort
successively of the rulers of Kamata, Cachar and Assam, of the
early sixteenth century.

(5) Mula Gabharu —Life-sketch of Mula Gabharu, consort of
Phaseng-mung Bargohain. She died fighting against the Gauda
commander Turbak about the year 1530.

(6) Santi-kanya Radhika Aru Telia-patni —Stories of two
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Assamese female saints. Awahon, Vol. V.

(7) Got-paikar Nibandhan —An account of the origin of the
Paik system in Assam. Janambhumi, Jorhat, August 15, 1949,
Enlarged version.

(8) Ekota Manuhe Ekokhan Parvat —The value of the
individual man in old Assam, Sadiniya Asamiya, Gauhati, 15th
August, 1949.

(9) Bar-Asam aru Buranji-Vani —An account of the attempts
made by Assamese sovereigns to consolidate Greater Assam.
Awahon, Vol. III.

(10) Nagayan Saikia Bhotai Deka -—An account of the
commando Assamese leader of the seventeenth century. Akan. Vol.
11

(11) Karengat Paji-kata Siksha —An account of the training 1n
music and spinning imparted by Queen Sarveswari to
neighbouring girls in the palace premises. Dainik Asomiya. April
1. 1947.

(12) Santi aru Samar —A contrast between the peace and plenty
in Assam during the reign of Swargadeo Rajeswar Singha, 1751-
69 and the convulsious in India in that period, being the first chapter
of the history of that monarch. Banhi, Gauhati, Vol. XV. Enlarged.

(13) Dualia Pani-phukanar Viratwa —The heroism of an
Assamese commander. Banhi, Vol. XIV.

(14) Kirtichandra Barbarua Rajniti —The political wisdom of
the Barbarua with illustrative extract from his speeches. Assam
Sahitya Sabha Patrika, Vol. I1, Part I1.

(15) Hadira-chokir para Gana-parishadaloi —A glimpse into
the history of Assam from 1822 to 1947. Dainik Asamiya, Gauhati
15th August, 1947.

SECTION 111

PROPOSED PUBLICATIONS IN BOOK-FORM:
ENGLISH

38. An Assamese Miscellany : A collection of articles and papers
of historical and general interest, mostly published in journals and

+ 89



periodicals. Contents:

(1) The Assamese —The Assam Review, Silchar, Part I, March,
1928 ; and Part II, April, 1928.

(2) A rock inscription near Gauhati —It records the invasion
of Assam by Muhammad Bin Bukhtiyar Khilji. Written in January
1932 for Mr. C.E.A.W. Oldham. Honorary Secretary of the Royal
Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland at the request of H.E.
Sir Lauric Hammond.

(3) Introduction of Hindu Astronomy into Europe —The Times
of Assam, Dibrugarh, January 2, 1924; and The Cottonian,
Gaubhati for March 1933.

(4) Ahom rule in Assam —The work of the Kamarupa
Anusandhan Samiti, Gauhati, 1920.

(5) Mir Jumla and Ram Singha in Assam —Journal of Indian
History, Madras for December, 1926; reprinted in the Assam
Review for September, 1928.

(6) Shivaji Maharaja from Assamese Sources —Shivaji
Nivandhavali. Part II, Siva-charitra Karyyalaya. Poona, 4930.

(7) An Early historian of the East India Company -Dr. J.P. Wade
—Proceedings of the Twelfth Session of the Indian Historical
Records Commission held at Gwalior in December, 1929;
published also in Bengal : Past and Present for January-March
1930

(8) More about Dr. J.P. Wade —Compiled in July. 1947 from
Wade's letters in Fowke MSS. India Office Library, London.

(9) Opium in Assam —paper submitted in July, 1933 to Mr. J.A.
Dawson, I.C.S., Chairman of the Assam Opium Enquiry
Committee.

(10) Anundoram Borooah —The¢ Indian Review, Madras for
July. 1920. Inserted in G.A. Natesan's Eminent Orientalists.

(11) Anundoram Borooah in English Verse —The Cotton
College Magazine for April 1924; reprinted in the Assam Review
for June, 1928.

(12) Old Assam : A Momentous Letter —A letter leading to the
flight of Badanchandra Barphukan to Bengal and Burma. The
Statesman, Calcutta, December 5, 1924.

(13) Modern Khasi Literature —Inserted as Introduction to Ki
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Poetry Khasi containing the collected poems of Mr. Soso Tham.
The Assam Review, October, 1925.

(14) An Asiatic Society of Assam —The Cotton College
Magazine, December, 1929.

39. Atan Buragohain and His Times : A history of Assam from
Mir Jumla's invasion in 1662 to the expulsion of the Moguls from
Gauhati in 1682, centering round the Prime Minister Atan
Buragohain Rajmantri Dangaria. In twenty chapters. The first two
chapters were published in the Cotton College Magazine for March
1931 and September 1931.

40. Assam in the Eighteenth Century : Being Dr. John Peter
Wade's 'Geographical Sketch of Assam', from the original
manuscript in the India Office Library, London. Edited with
Introduction and Notes. Published as a serial in the Assam Review
in 1928 and 1929 Vol.s, 1 and II.

41. Studies in Assamese Literature : Contents :

(1) An Note on Assamese Manuscripts —Originally prefixed
as introduction to Pandit Hemchandra Goswarmi's Descriptive
Catalogue of Assamese Manuscripts, published by Calcutta
University, 1930.

(2) Assamese Literature : Ancient and Modern —Printed for
official use by the Government of Assam, 1936.

(3) Assamese Historical Literature —Read at the Fifth Session
of the All-India Oriental Conference held at Lahore in November
1928. Indian Historical Quarterly, Calcutta, September 1929.

(4) Hemchandra Goswami —Biographical sketch prefixed to
Goswami's Typical Selections from Assamese Literature,
Volume I, published by Calcutta University, 1929.

(5) Aids to the study of Assamese —A Bibliography of
Assamese lexicons, grammars, histories of literature, philological
treatises. anthologies etc.

42. Inscriptions of Assam : An examination and study of the
copper-plate and stone inscriptions of ancient and medieval
Assam, compiled in 1929.

43. The Millitary System of the Assamese People, being the
fourth series of Pratibha Devi Memorial Lectures delivered at
Gauhati in February, 1941.
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44. A Note on Assamese Language and Literature, compiled
by Srijut Hemchandra Goswami and Padmanath Gohain Barua in
1907 and submitted to Mr. F.W. Sudmersen, Principal, Cotton
College, Gauhati, author of 'Notes on the Assamese Language and
Literature', published by Assam Government in November 1908.
Edited with Introduction and Notes, and prefixed to Goswami's
Typical Selections from Assamese Literature, Calcutta
University, 1929.

45. Mir Jumla's Invasion of Assam : A detailed study compiled
from Assamese Buranjis and the Persian chronicles of the Mogul
Court, 1931.

46. Assam-Khasi Relations : The Khasi version was published
as a serial in the journal U'Lurshai, Shillong, for July, August,
September and November, 1926.

47. Report on American Baptist Mission Manuscripts : These
MSS were found in 1925 jn the godown of the A.B.M. at Gauhati.
They consist of Assamese Buranjis or chronicles, translasions of
the Bhagavata and the Mahabharata, astrological treatises, etc.

48. Academic Verses : Poems in English. Contents :

(1) Sir Walter Scott —The Collegian, Calcutta, 1912; The
Cotton College Magazine for October 1928.

(2) Ye Sons of England —Written during World War No. 1.
Published in The Times of Assam, Dibrugarh, April 10, 1915; The
Moslem Journal, Calcutta for October-December, 1915; and the
Century Review, Calcutta for March 1916. Vide, The Statesman,
Calcutta, September 14, 1917.

(3) The Critic —A metrical survey of all great English poets,
from Chaucer to Swinburne. The Cotton College Magazine,
September 1926.

(4) The College Gong —A humorous skit. The Cotton College
Magazine, February 1929.

49. Quintessence of Experience : A record of impressions and
observations in the form of aphorisms. Commenced in 1934.

50. Occasionals and Abstracts : A collection of speeches.
abstracts and notes on historical and general topics. Contents :

(1) Bara-Bhuyan, by Nakul Chandra Bhuyan, a review —The
Times of Assam, March 19, 1918.
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(2) Nimantran, 8y Padmadhar Challiah a review —The Times
of Assam, 1918.

(3) Contributions to the Geography of Ancient India by Prof.
S.N. Majumdar Sastri. A noteworthy omission —The Indian
Antiquary, July 1920.

(4) Chandrakanta and Indrakanta Handique, Speech delivered
on March 8, 1924, at the ceremony to unveil their portraits at the
Cotton College, Gauhati —The Cotton College Magazine,
January 1925.

(5) Anthropological Research in Assam —The Statesman.
December 4, 1925.

(6) Speech at the 14th anniversary of the Kamarupa
Anusandhan Samiti, held on September 11, 1926 —Inserted in
Report and Conspectus of the K.A.S., 1927.

(7) Progress of Assamese Language and Literature in 1926 —
Written for insertion in 'India in 1925-26' at the request of Principal
P. Seshadri, February 1927.

(8) Dr. J. H. Hatton, anthropologist —Inserted in Report and
Conspectus of the K.A.S., 1927.

(9) Cultural activities of a school student —Cotton Collegiate
School Magazine, March 1927.

(10) Dr. J. P. Wade's Account of Assam. -The Cotton College
Magazine, January 1925. Reprinted in the Assam Review July
1928

(11) Some provincial facts you ought to know —The Assam
Review, May 1928.

(12) Stray notes on David Scott —The Assam Review, May
1928.

(13) Hemchandra Goswami —An obituary notice —The Times
of Assam, May 12, 1928.

(14) Speech at the 16th anniversary of the Kamarupa
Anusandhan Samiti, held on October 13, 1928 —Inserted in
Report and Conspectus of the K.A.S. for 1927-30.

(15) Summary of the paper 'Assamese Historical Literature'.
read at the Fifth All-India Oriental Conference, Lahore, 1928 —
Included in 'Summaries of Papers'.

(16) Selections from the Editorial Notes in the Cotton College
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Magazine for February 1929, April 1929 and March 1933.

(17) Preface to Hemchandra Goswami's Typical Selections
from Assam Literature, dated September 3, 1929.

(18) Preface to Hemchandra Goswami's Descriptive
Catalogue of Assamese Manuscripts, dated October 29, 1929.

(19) Summary of the paper 'An Early Historian of the East India
Company' read at the 16th Session of the .LH.R.C., Gwalior. 1929
—Included in 'Summaries of Papers'.

(19-A). Foreword to the musical drama Basantir Abhishek by
Srijut Kirtinath Bardoloi and Srijut Muktinath Bardoloi, dated
December 12, 1929.

(20) Introduced to Tarinicharan Bhattacharyya's English
translation of Ghora-nidan dated December 9, 1931.

(21) Round about Gauhati —The Cottonian, March 1933.

(22) Rukmini-haran Nat, edited by Srijut Ambikanath Bara.
A review published in the Cottonian for March 1933, and Calcutta
Review for June 1933.

(23) Anundoram Borroah —Summary of the speech delivered
at the anniversary of Mr. Borroah at Cotton College, Gauhati, on
the 19th January 1934 —The Cottonian, January, 1935.

(24) Dr. Sir Shafaat Ahmad Khan —Speech proposing him as
President of the first session of the Indian History Congress held
at Poona in June 1935. Published in the proceedings of the session.

(25) Summary of the paper on Lachit Barphukan read at the
first session of the Indian History Congress held at Poona in June,
193S5. Published in the proceedings of the session.

(26) An account of the first session of the Indian History
Congress held at Poona in June 1935. Published in The Times of
Assam, July 6, 1935; and the Cottonian for February 1936.

(27) Presidential speech at the first series of the Pratibha Devi
Memorial Lectures, delivered by Dr. M.1. Islam Borah at the Cotton
College, Gauhati on the 28th November 1935 —The Times of
Assam, December 21. 1935.

(28) Royal Interest in Assam. Message sent to Assam by His
Imperial Majesty king Edward VIII during his visit to India in 1921-
22 as H.R.H. The Prince of Wales —The Statesman, Caicutta.
January 31, 1936.
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(29) Speech at the opening ceremony of the Narayani Handiqui
Historical Institute performed by H.E. Sir Michael Keane on Apnil
4. 1936 —Inserted in Bulletin III of the D.H.A.S.

(30) General Editor's Preface to Dr. M.I. Islam Borah's
Baharistan-i-Ghaybi, dated August 10, 1936.

(31) On the eye of departure to England. Speech delivered
before the Cotton College Union Society on the 27th August, 1936.
The Cottonian for January 1937.

(32) Summary of the address to the 1.C.S. Probationers of 1936,
dehvered at their meeting at St. James's Court, London, on the 25th
January, 1937.

(33) Summary of the lectures on the culture and civilisation of
Assam, delivered before the Institute Italiano per il Medio ed
Estremo Oriente, Rome, on April 16 and 22, 1937.

(34) Abstract of Anglo-Assamese Relations, prefixed to the
thesis for the Ph.D. Degree submitted to the University of London
on the 3rd June, 1938.

(35) Two years in England. Summary of the speech delivered
before the Cotton College Union Society on December 17, 1938.
—The Hindustan Standard, Calcutta, December 21. 1938 and
The Statesman, December 22, 1938.

(36) Mahapurush Sankardeva. Summary of the speech
delivered at the Conference of Religions, held at Gauhati on the
24th October 1939. The Assamese version was published in
Tinidinia Assamiya, Gauhati, November 3, 1939.

(37) Summary of the paper on King Rudra Singha of Assam,
1690-1714, read at the third session of the Indian History Congress
held at Calcutta in December 1939. Published in the Proceedings.

(38) Kanaklal Barua, An obituary notice published in The Times
of Assam, January 9, 1940.

(39) Summary of the speech at the Magh Bihu festival held at
Nowgong on the 15th January, 1940.

(40) Summary of the speech at the Bakrid-Majlis, held at Gauhati
on the 22nd January 1940.

(41) Speech of the ceremony to unveil the portrait of Mrs
Narayani Handiqui held at the D.H.A.S. on the 17th February,
1940. —Inserted in Bulletin IV of the D.H.A.S.
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(42) Summary of the speech at the Fatiha-Duaz-Daham festi-
val, held at Gauhati on the 22nd April 1940.

(43) Claims of Gauhati to be the seat of a University. Note
submitted in November 1935 to Mr. J.R. Cuningham, Special
officer for Assam University Enquiry.

(44) Mahapurush Sankardeva. Summary of the speech
delivered before the Assamese Students Library Club, St.
Edmund's College, Shillong. —The Hindustan Standard,
Calcutta, September 12, 1940.

(45) Swami Vivekananda. Summary of the speech delivered
as president of the anniversary meeting held at Quinton Hall,
Shillong. —The Hindusthan Standard, February 4, 1941.

(46) Assam, a hundred years ago —The Assam Tribune,
September 30, 1946.

(47) Preface to Dr. B.K. Kakati's Assamese : Its Formation and
Development, dated March 17, 1941.

(48) A brief sketch of Lachit Barphukan —The Assam Tribune,
February 5, 1947.

(49) Muga Industry of Assam : Observations of David Scott —
-The Assam Tribune, June 27, 1947.

(50) Dramatic incidents from the history of Assam, prepared
in September 1947 for a tableaux at Government House, Shillong.

(51) Mahapurush Sankardeva. Summary of the speech before
the Assam Chattra Sangha, Shillong, on the 24th September 1947.
—The Assam Tribune, September 28, 1947.

(52) Jahangir Faquir, a Muslim Saint of Garigaon in Pandu, near
Gauhati. October 1947.

(53) The Baillie Brothers. Summary Of the paper on Hugh
Baillie, the pioneer of E.1.C's commerce with Assam, read at the
Jaipur sesson of the Indian Historical Records Commission, held
in December 1947.

(54) Hills-Plains Relationship in Assam, Speech delivered on
the 5th November 1947 during the Hills-plains week in Shillong.
—The Assam Tribune, November 8, 1947.

(55) Home education under Universities —The Assam
Tribune, January 30, 1948.

(56) Mahapursh Sankardev —Summary of the speech delivered
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at the 500th anniversaiy of the birth of the saint held at Barpeta on
October 12, 1948.

(57) Maniram Dewan : Some new facts —The Assam Tribune,
December 26, 1948.

(58) Assam and the Royal Commission on Opium, 1892-94 —
—-The Assam Tribune, August 15, 1949.

(59) In support of Mahatmaji's Ahimsa, fundamental human
rights of women, and citizenship —Ten extracts from Assamese
literature and history. Compiled for submission to the UNESCQ
Exhibition at Paris, September 1949.

(60) Sariputta and Maha-Moggallana —Summary of the speech
delivered at a public meeting held at Gauhati on April 20, 1950 to
pay homage to the sacred relics of the two Chief Disciples of Lord
Buddha.

(61) The aims of University education in India —A talk
broadcast at the Gauhati Station of the All-India Radio on July 6,
1950.

(62) Assam as seen by Shihabuddin Talish, Chronicler to Nawab
Mir Jumla in the Assam expedition of 1662-63 —A talk broadcast
at the Gauhati Station of the All-India Radio on August 7 1950.

(63) Assam through the ages —Summary of the first Extension
lecture of the newly established Shillong Historical Society,
delivered at a meeting of the Society held at Government House,
Shillong, on the 2nd December, 1950, under the presidency of His
Excellency Shri Jairamdas Doulatram, Governor of Assam. Vide,
The Assam Tribune, December 5, 1950.

(64) Ancient cannon-balls at Gauhati —Assam Banti, Tezpur,
Maurch 21, 1926; The Times of Assam, March 20, 1926; and. The
Amrit Bazar Patrika, March 26, 1926.

(65) Dr. Wade's letters, forming part of the Fowke MSS, India
Office Library —The Assam Tribune, January 27, 1948.

(66) Assamese script versus Devnageri script — March 3, 1951.

(67) The message of Lord Buddha. Summary of the speech
delivered at the Bauddha Purnima Festival, Pandu Railway
Institute, on May 24, 1931. —Hindusthan Standard, 28-5-1951.

(68) The role of a schoolmaster. Summary of the speech
delivered at Gauhati Curzon Hall on May 26. 1951, on the
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Secondary Education Day, organised by the All Assam Aided
High School Teachers Association, —Natun Assomiya, Gauhati,
27-5-1951 and The Assam Tribune, August 12, 1951.

(69) Reminiscences of Lokapriya Gopinath Bardoloi. Speech
delivred at the first death anniversary of Shri Bardoloi held at
Gauhati Curzon Hall on August 5, 1951.

51. Historical Research in Assam, Showing what has been
done and what has yet to be done. Commenced in 1926. The book
has been divided into twelve chapters, as follows :

(1) Introductory ~The object of the book. Need for an
organisation.

(2) The spirit of the age —Research activities under the auspices
of Universities and other institutions in India.

(3) Government's encouragement of research in Assam.

(4) Contributions of European scholars officially or
professionally connected with Assam.

(5) Contribution of European scholars living or serving outside
Assam.

(6) Contributions of Indian scholars.

(7) Contributions of Assamese scholars.

(8) Past and existing institutions for the promotion of research

(a) The Assamese language Improvement Society, Calcutta,
A388-1900.

(b) The Ethnography Department of the Government of Assam.

(c¢) The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti, or the Assam Research
Society.

(d) The Assam Sahitya Sabha.

(e) The Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies of
the Government of Assam.

(9) Suggestions for the establishment of an Asiatic Society of
Assam, or a central bureau of research with a library and a museum.

(10) Research work under the University.

(11) The subjects for investigation and programme of research.

(12) The value of research; its cultural and remunerative
aspects, with special reference to Assam.

Chapter XI of the book, viz.. "The subjects for Investigation’, is
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divided into the following sections:

(1) Compilation of a bibliography of Assam History.

(2) Collection of ancient 'puthis’ or manuscripts.

(3) Collection of manuscript Assamese Buraji's or chronicles.

(4) Examination of the records of the East India Company.

(5) Examination of the records deposited in Government
archives in Assam and the adjoining Bengal Districts.

(6) Collection of ballads, folk-songs and folk-tales. traditions,
lengends, etc.

(7) Compilation of a descriptive list of the archaeological
remains in Assam, preferably with photographs.

(8) Compilation of treatises on historical relies and curios

(9) Anthropology of the various tribes and races living in Assam.

(10) Preparation of the texts of ancient copper-plates and rock
inscriptions.

(11) History of towns and other historical places and sites,
topography and toponomy.

(12) Accounts of foreign travellers.

(13) Accounts of Assam in the Persian language.

(14) References to Assam in Sanskrit, Pali, Prakrit, Tibetan,
Chinese, Shan, Burmese, Siamese, and Vernacular literatures of
India.

(15) Treatises on cannon and warlike implements, costume, etc.

(16) Compilation of treatises on palaeolothic implements.
mineralogy, fauna and flora of Assam.

(17) Records relating to the history of tea industry in Assam

(18) Records of the various Christian Missions in Assam.

The following chapters and Sections of Historical Research
in Assam, have been compiled. -Chapters I to X; and Scctions 1.
2.3.4,5,10 and 15 of Chapter XI.

SECTION -1V

PROPOSED PUBLICATIONS

IN BOOK-FORM : ASSAMESE

52. Maharaj Rajeswar Singha Swargadeo, King of Assam,
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1751-69 : A detailed history of his reign. Originally published in
fourteen instalments in Banhi, Gauhati, Vol.s. XV and XVI, 1925-
26. Compiled from all availalbe materials. —Assamese and
Manipuri chronicles, numismatic and epigraphic sources, records
of the E.I.C. old Assamese literary remains, etc. Since revised and
enlarged. In 22 chapters; MS. in 500 foolscap pages.

53. Nawab Mir Jumlar Assam Abhijan : An account of the
invasion of Assam by Mir Jumla in 1662-63. Published in Awahon
in four instalments, Vol.s. VII and VIII.

54. Buranjir Katha : A collection of popular narratives mostly
relating to the history of Assam. Contents:

(1) Assam Buranjir Katha —Anecdotes from the history of
Assam. Published in three instalments in Chetana, Gauhati, Vol.
L.

(2) Kochar Assam Akraman —An account of the invasion of
Assam by Cooch Behar under King Naranarayan and his brother
Chilarai. Published in two instalments in Usha, Tezpur, Vol. III.

(3) Mahapurushia Dharmar Baisishtya —It points out the
special features of the Vaisnava faith in Assam. Tindinia Asamiya,
November 3, 1939; and Jayanti, Vol II.

(4) Vaisnava-niryatan —An account of the oppression and
deliverance of the Vaisnava monks of Assam by Gadadhar Singha
and Rudra Singha respectively. Assam-Bandhava, Nowgong,
Bahag 1832 saka.

(5) Kachari Buranjir Akhyan —Anecdotes from the history of
Cachar. Awahon, Vol VII.

(6) Asamat Nawab Mir Jumla —Assam Hitoishi, Calcutta, Vol.
1.

(7) Aurangzeb Badshahaloi Mir Jumlar Chithi —Sadhana,
Gauhati, Vol I1.

(8) Raja-Sahur Barphukan —Awahon, Vol. VIIL

(9) Asamar Utpanna Sampad —An enomeration of the products
of Assam. Janambhumi. jorhat. June 9, 1947

(10) Rajeswar Singhar Chikitsa-bibhrat —An account of the
mistake in the diagnosis and treatment of King Rajeswar Singha.
Awahon. Vol. VIIL

(11) Ahomar Ses-yugar Buranji —A history of the last period
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of Ahom rule in Assam. Published in two instalments in Awahon,
Vol.1V.

(12) Phopai Paniphukanar Katha —The story of Phopai. the
rebel leader of North Lakhimpur. Milan, Gauhati, Vol. 1.

(13) Lachit Barphukan —Awahon, Vol. VI.

(14) Maharaj Rudra Singha Swargadeo —Banhi, Vol. XXVI,
Bezbarua number.

(15) Ingraj aru Asamar Majat Sambandha —A brief account
of the relations between the E.1.C. and Assam. Jayanti, Gauhati,
Vol. L.

(16) Prachin Bharatat Gao-unnayanar Prachesta —A story of
rural uplift in ancient India, from 'Kulayaka Jataka'. Natun
Asamiya, July 3, 1949.

(17) Lichchavi Vijjay —King Ajatasatru’'s scheme to invade the
kingdom of the Vajjis or Lichchavis and Lord Buddha's advice
there upon, from the 'Maha-parinirvana Suttanta', Natun Asamiya,
August 15, 1949.

(18) Manar Katha —Reflections on the importance of the study
of Assam History. Surabhi, Gauhati, Vol. II.

(19) Chutia Raj-kanya Teja —Saumar Jyoti, Tinsukia, Vol. I,
No. §.

55. Buranji Alochana, consisting mainly of essays and
discussions on subjects relating to the history of Assam. Contents:

(1) Asamiya Buranji Sahitya —Assamese version of Dr.
Bhuyan's article 'Assamese historical literature', translation by
Srijuts Bipin Kumar Bargohain and Harendranath Sarma.
Published in two instalments in Awahon, Vol I. ,

(2) Bangala Bhashat Asamar Buranji —Assamese version of
Dr. Bhuyan's Bengali article on Haliram Dhekial Phukan’s Asamer
Itihas, published in 1829 : Translation by Srijut Jajneswar Sarma,
Banhi, Vol. XIV.

(3) Dr. Wade-ar Assam Buranji —Assamese version of Dr
Bhuyan's article 'Dr. Wades Account of Assam’; translation by Srijut
Radhanath Hazarika. Milan, Gauhati, Vol. III.

(4) Ahomar Abhidhan-sastra —An account of the
lexicographical literature of the Ahoms. Awahon, Vol. 111

(5) Asamiya Buranjit Shivaji Maharaja —Assamese version of
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Dr. Bhuyan's article 'Shivaji Maharaja from Assamese Sources’;
translation by Srijut Atulchandra Hazarika. Awahon, Vol. I1.

(6) Maranar Ranachandi Radha aru Rukmini —On the separate
indentity of the two Moran heroines Radha and Rukmini. Banhi,
Vol. XIV.

(7) Europe-at Asamar Jyotish-sutra —Assamese version of Dr.
Bhuyan's article 'Introduction of Hindu astronomy into Europe';
translation by the author. Banhi, Vol. XV.

(8) Manar Dinar Kahta —Some quaries regarding the Burmese
invasion of Assam. Arghya, Gauhati, Vol. I.

(9) Sati Jaimatir Katha —Notes on princess Jaimati. Batori,
Jaorhat, April 4, 1931.

(10) Moran Raja Bharath Singha —Batori, 1932.

56. Bartaman Asamiya Sahitya : A collection of articles ahd
notes relating mainly to modern Assamese literature. Contents:

(1) Bartaman Asamiya Sahitya —A review of present day
Assamese literature with suggestions for its improvements.
Published in Chetana, Gauhati in three instalments, Vol. I; and in
two instalments in Banhi, Vol. XV.

>) Prachin aru Adhunik Asamiya Sahitya ——An Assamese
vefSion of Dr. Bhuyan's booklet Assamese Literature : Ancient
and Modern; translation by Srijut Liladhar Sarma Kataki. Published
in two instalments in Awahon, Vol. VIII.

(3) Asamiya Chatara Sahitya-charcha —A brief account of the
literary activities of Assamese students. Milan, Gauhati, Vol. 1.

(4) Asamiya Sahitya aru Chatrar Kartabya —Speech delivered
at a meeting of the Assamese Students Literary Club, Gauhati, held
on the 30th September 1939. Published in two instalments in
Banhi, Vol. xxvi; included in Chintadhara, published by Pragati
Sangha in 1939; and also in Prof. Tirthanath Sarma's Pravesika
Katha-Chaneki.

(5) Asamiya Musalman Sampradayar Sahitya Sadhana —An
account of the literary activitics of Assamese Muslims. Sadhana,
Gauhati, Vo. II.

(6) Shaitya Toka —Notes on various aspects of present day
Assamese literature. Published in Chetana, Vol I; Janambhumi,
Vol. I; Arghya, Vol I; Banhi Vols. XIII and XV.
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(7) Anandaramar Unnati-kamana ——On the solicitude of
Anandaram Dhekial Phukan for the prosperity and advancement
of the people of Assam, Usha, Tejpur, Vol. III.

(8) Hemchandra Goswami — An account of his literary
activities, revised by Mr. Goswami himself. Milan, Gauhati, Vol.
II.

(9) Chandrakanta Abhidhan —A review of the Assamese
dictionary published by the Assam Sahitya Sabha. Tindinia
Asamiya, Gauhati, December 22, 1933; and the Cottonian.,
January, 1935.

(10) Preface to Srijut Padmadhar Chaliha's Phulani —1916.

(11) Preface to Srijut Sailadhar Rajkhowa's Vidyavati dated
November 22, 1918.

(12) Preface to Srijut Hiteswar Barbarua's Chaku-lo, dated
April 13, 1922.

(13) Review of Srijut Nakul Chandra Bhuyan's Bahagi. dated
September 24, 1923.

(14) Preface to Srijut Sailadhar Rajkhowa's Nijara, dated
September 27, 1935.

(15) Preface to Srijut Surendramohan Das's Tolstoy-ar Sadhu,
or stories from Tolstoy, dated September 28, 1938/

57. Nava Nirmali : New poems written after the publication of
Nirmali in 1918. Contents:

(1) Sankardev and Damodardev —Janambhumi, Gauhati, Vol.
1.

(2) Moranar Rana-Sangit —War-song of the Morans, composed
at Mathura in December 1929.

(3) Bhashavid Sir George Grierson —Written for his
Commemoration Volume. The Cotton College Magazine. March
1931.

(4) Gan —A song. Awahon, Vol. 11

(5) Anathini —A song. Awahon, Vol. IV.

(6) Lachitar Rana-jatra —War-song in commemoration of the
departure of Lachit Barphukan at the head of the Assamese forces
written in 1932.

(7) Dhani — A man of wealth. Inserted in ‘Asamiya Sahitya
aru Chatrar Kartabya'.
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(8) Yotra-hin —A man without a sustenance. Inserted in
‘Asamiya Sahitya aru Chatra Kartabya'.

58. Anadari, literally the neglected maiden, consisting of poems
not included in Nirmali or Nava Nirmali.

SECTION -V
MISCELLANEOUS CONTRIBUTIONS

(1) Chataroloi Gohari — An appeal to students for literary
exertions. Assam Banti, Tejpur, July 20, 1908, and January 11,
1909, Assamese.

(2) Princess Jaimati —An English poem, The Times of Assam
August 15, 1908.

(3) Su Aru Ku —An Assamese poem. Usha, Tezpur, Vol. II.

(4) Mor Janambhumi —An Assamese poem. Usha, Vol. III

(5) Ahom Rajar Maidam —On the burial mounds of Ahom
monafths. Usha, Vol. II.

(6) Purani Assam Buranji —Two pieces from old chronicles.
Usha. Vol. Il

(7) Tungkhungia Phoidar Kalanka —A fictitious story about
Prince Gadapani and his brother. Usha. Vol. 111

(8) Pranayar Parinam —Assamese trans!ation of a story in
Prabhat Kumar Mukherji's 'Sorashi'. Usha, Vol. IV.

(9) Rabindra Nath Thakur —Usha, Vol. V.

(10) Anirudhar Prati Usha —An Assamese sonnet. Assam
Bandhab. Vol. 1.

(11) Saptam Edward-ar Swargarohan —Demise of King
Edward VII. Assam Bandhab, Vol. I, No. 7.

(12) Anundoram Borooah —Assam Bandhab, Vol. II. Inserted
in the Life of Anundoram Borroah. 2nd edition.

(13) Dalia —A story from Rabindra Nath Tagore's Galpa-
guccha. Translated into Assamese in collaboration with Srijut
Lakshminath Phukan, Alochani, Vol. VII.

(14) Anundoram Borooah —Earlier version of the introductory
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chapter of his biography. Alochani. Vol. VIII.

(15) Anundoram Borooah in the I.C.S. examination of 1870 -
- A comparative record of his result in the competitive examination.
Awahon, Vol. VIIL

(16) Lukua Nam —Assamese translation of a story from
Prabhat Kumar Mukherji's Sorashi. Banhi, Vol. III.

(17) Jivanar Chaidhyati Bhul —On the fourteen mistakes of
life. Translated from the England of Justice Rentoul. Banhi, Vol.
VI

(18) Chintar Dhou —Translation of a portion of Prof. S. Khuda
Buksh's 'Maxims and Reflections'. Banhi, Vol.VII.

(19) Rajeswar Singha Swargadevar Kichak-badh Natak ——
Banhi, Vol. XIV.

(20) Dr. Mrs. Anandibai Joshi —Shorten life-sketch, Akan,
Calcutta, Vol. I, No 3.

(21) Asam Desh Satru-e Akraman Karar Katha —A short
account of the foreign invasions of Assam, by Anandaram Dhekial
Phukan. originally published in Arunoday for September 1851.
Reprinted in Janambhumi, Vol. 1.

(22) Assam Desar Upakar —A short note on the advancement
of the Assamese language, by Gunabhiram Barua. Originally
published in Arunoday for April 1858. Reprinted in Janambhumi,
Vol. L.

{23) Guahatir Bibaran —A metrical description of Gauhati by
Dharmakanta Buragohain. Originally published in Arunoday for
June 1853. Reprinted in the Cotton College Magazine for
September 1929.

(24) Education in Assam in 1853 —Extract from the Calcutta
Review for January-June 1853. Reprinted in the Cotton College
Magazine for October 1928.

(25) Asame Ahom Rajatwa —A short account of the Ahom
system of administration. Published in the Bengali journal Pravasi,
Calcutta, Vol. XXIV, Part I, No. 4, B.S. 1331.

(26) Bangla Bhashaiy Asamer Itihas —A history of Assam in
Bengali by Haliram Dhekial Phukan, originally published in 1829.
-]~\ Hn‘:view. Bangiya Sahitya-Parishat Patrika. Vol. XXXIII, No.

S.1333.
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(27) Antime Janani —A sonnet in Bengali winning a prize in
the Sonnet Competition of the Eden Hindu Hostel, Presidency
College, Calcutta in 1911. Vide, Assam Banti, Tezpur, November
9 and 16, 1911.

(28) Kavya-rasik Vaijnaniker Atmacharit —A humorous poem
dealing with the refelctions of a scientist-poet. Composed in
September, 1914.

(29) Banchita-Banchita —Bengali translation of the lyric 'Eleu
Lora' in Scott's 'Marmion'. Composed in March 1910.

(30) Sandhya —Bengali translation of an Assamese poem.
composed in September, 1912.

(31) Priti-upahar —A Bengali poem written in February 1912
on the occasion of a friend's marriage.

(32) A review of the Assam Review —The Times of Assam,
May 19, 1928.

(33) Karatoya —An account of the western frontier of old
Assam. The Assam Tribune, August 15, 1947.

(34) A list of modern Assamese books written during the British
periog -—Classified according to subjects. Commenced in 1918.

(®) Press-list of Assam Records of the East India Company.
1750-1840, deposited in the India Office Library London, used
mostly in the compilation of Anglo-Assamese Relations. Compiled
in 1947,

(36) Asamiya Mahamahopadhyaya. proposing Pandit
Kirtichandra Vidyabhushan, Mukalimuria Satra. Baligaon. Jorhat.
for the title —Assam Vilasini, Jorhat, February 1917.

(37) Scheme for the compilation of a Bibliography of Assam
History, submitted to Mr. H.C. Barnes, 1.C.S., Member of the
Executive Council of the Governor of Assam, on the 16th April
1925.

SECTION - VI
ASSAM AND THE ASSAMESE

In December 1919, Dr. Bhuyan set forth a scheme for the
compilation of a book Assam and the Assamese, consisting of
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several chapters, each to be written by an expert. The object was
explained in the following words in the letter addressed to each
proposed contributor:

"With a view to place before the world a brief but an authoritative
account of the Assamese people and of their country, with a history
ot their past achievements in all branches of human activity. We
propose to compile a book in English to be named 'Assam and the
Assamese'. Which will be beautifully printed, illustrated and
bound, and circulated as widely as possible. This book will, we
believe, dissipate the erroneous notion about our people and our
country that exist amongst those outside the pale of the Assamese
nation. We have very frequently realized that even when an
inquisitive foreigner wants to know about us we have no single
book containing all necessary information which we can
recommend to him. By this compendious volume, 'Assam and the
Assamese’ we hope to remove this long-felt want, and afford, by
suggesting bibliographies on each subject, a help to those who
desire to continue further their studies about this country. The book
will be divided into several chapters representing the different
phases of our culture and civilisation. The treatment of each subject
will be entrusted to a gentleman from whom, on account of his
labours in that particular field, or from his long expenience in that
line of work, or from his opportunities to investigate into the
subject, we expect a succinct and authoritative account.”

It was proposed to deal with the following subjects:

(1) Geographic and climatic condition of Assam.

(2) The fauna and flora of Assam; botanical aspects of the
country; elephant-catching in Assam.

(3) The mineralogical and geological features of the country.

(4) The Assamese: their racial charactieristics, habitat and
+ffinities.

(5) Aryan migration into Assam: Pragjyotisha.

(6) Assam in the epics, classics, Puranas, Tantras etc.

+7) Buddhist influence in Assam.

(8) Assam from the first century A.D. to the thirteenth.

(9) The Ahoms in Assam: Short history of their rule; wars with
the Moguls.
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(10) The fusion of Shan and Assamese culture.

(11) The Ahom system of Government; state of the country
during Ahom rule.

(12) The Bara-Bhuyans of Assam.

(13) The Koch, Chutia, Jayantia, Cachari and Manipur
kingdoms; short history of each.

(14) The Muhammadans in Assam, their customs and usages,
etc.

(15) Foreigner's accounts of Assam.

(16) Archaeological remains in Assam.

(17) Assamese language and literature.

(18) Assamese art, music, painting, sculpture, pottery, weaving,
wicker-works etc.

(19) Extinct and existing Assamese industries.

(20) Religious institutions: Satras, Buri-Gosanir Thans or
shrines, etc.

(21) Assamese social customs, pastimes, recreations; marriages,
Bihus, etc.

(22) Assamese village life: Namghar, Bhawana, Khel, Mel,
Panciflyat etc.

(23) Agriculture, crops, cattle etc.

(24) Great men and women of Assam.

(25) Specimens of Assamese folklore.

(26) The economic condition of the Assamese people.

(27) The border tribes of Assam.

(28) Christian Missionary work in Assam.

(29) Tea industry in Assam.

(30) History of education in Assam.

The scheme of compiling the book, 'Assam and the Assamese'
was republished in the form of a leaflet on the 1st January, 1925,
to which the following note was added : "For want of sufficient
leisure and opportunity we have not found it possible at present to
push through the scheme, which we now place before the public
with the hope that—

(1) In the event of our inability to carry out the scheme in the
near future, some one, either singly or jointly, will take up the work
and execute it;
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(1) The subjects detailed above will suggest the lines on which
the history and cultural development of the Assamese people can
be investigated by future scholars and historians;

(1ii) As a preliminary step, encouragement should be given to
the discussion of these subjects in the various literary
organisations, periodicals and reviews;

(iv) The zeal and enthousiasm of one young scholars will be
fruitfully employed in these half-explored regions of Assamese
historical research;

(v) The labours of a life-time can be devoted to the study and
mvestigation of each subject, which can be treated under various
sub-headings, and that independent volumes can be written on
cach subject or its sub-division.

(vi) There will come a time when the history of Assam will be
studied in the same comparitive, critical and scientific spirit in
which the histories of India, England, Greece, Rome and Europe
are now studied in our Universities and that Doctorates and Masters
Degree will be conferred on these written on the subjects
mentioned above;

(vii) It may be noted that this country of Assam is a prolific and
imteresting subject of study and investigation on account of the
diversity of its races and tribes, religions, creeds, languages,
customs and grades of civilisation.”

THE END

Corrected upto the 31st December 1950

+ Lo



APPENDICES

1. Biographical Note

Srijut Suryya Kumar Bhuyan was born in January 1894, at
Fauzdaripatti in Nowgong, Assam. His father was the late Srijut
Rabilal Bhuyan, 1870-1939; and his mother, the late Srijukta
Bhubaneswar Bhuyan. On the 14th February 1917, Dr. Bhuyan
married Miss Laksheswari Bhuyan, daughter of the late Srijut
Binodchandra Bhuyan of village Garehaga in North Lakhimpur,
Assam. They have six children: sons, Sriman Parvatikumar, Sriman
Bhav#fiikumar and Sriman Bijayakumar; daughaters, Srimati
Suala, Srimati Sitala and Srimati Kamali. Miss Suala has been
married to Sriman Indranath Hazarika of Sibsagar, in 1940; Miss
Sitala to Sriman Bharatchandra Das of Rampur in Kamrup district,
in 1946; and Sriman Bhavanikumar to Miss Devabala Barbara of
Shillong and Golaghat, in 1948.

Dr. Bhuyan was educated at the Nowgong Government High
School 1901-04; Shillong Government High School, 1904-09;
Cotton College, Gauhati, 1909-11; Presidency College, Calcutta,
1911-15; University Law College, Calcutta 1913-16; and the
School of Oriental Studies in London, 1936-38.

He passed the Entrance Examination of Calcutta University in
1909; the Intermediate Examination in Arts in 1911; the B.A.
Examination with Honours in English in 1913, the M.A.
Examination in English Literature in 1916; the Bachelor of Law
Examination in 1924; and the Ph.D. Examination in the field of
History, Faculty of Arts, London University, in 1938; and the
Examination for the D.Lit. Degree of London University in July,
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1951.

Dr. Bhuyan was appointed Professor of English at the Cotton
College, Gauhati, on the 4th July 1918; was placed on deputation
at Shillong in May-June 1930 for compiling a report on the old
record of the Assam Government; was on Study Leave in England
from 1936 to 1938, during which he worked at the old Assam
records at the India Office Library : Special University Officer to
the Government of Assam in 1940-41, and again in 1947,
Officciating Inspector of Schools, Assam valley Circle in 1941-
42; Officiating Principal of the Cotton College in July-August
1946; wholetime Director of the Department of Historical and
Antiquarian Studies in Assam from January 1947; Principal of the
Cotton College in December 1947 which office he did not actually
join as he was then Director of the D.H.A.S.; Director of Public
Instruction, Assam, 1948-49; retired from Government service on
the 31st March 1949; Re-employed as Provincial Director of the
D.H.A.S. from the 1st April 1949.

Dr. Bhuyan served as Honorary Secretary of the Kamarupa
Anusandhan Samiti, or the Assam Research Society, in 1921-22
and again in 1926-29 : Honorary Assistant Director of the newly
established Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies,
1928-33; Corresponding Member of the Indian Historical Records
Commission, 1928-47; Honorary Provincial Director of the
D.H.A.S. since 1933; editor of the Cotton College Magazine in
1928-29, and again in 1933-34; Additional Lecturer in Assamese
at the School of Oriental Studies, London University. 1936-38;
Member of the Executive Council of Gauhati University in 1948,
and again since June 1949; Member of the Selection Committee,
Gauhati University, since June 1948; President of the Committee
for the translation of the indian Constitution into Assamese,
December 1949; President of the Governing Body of the Nowgong
College since February 1950; Vice-President of the Shillong
Historical Society, November 1950.

Some of the lectures delivered by Dr. Bhuyan at different places
are.

Dhubri : On the history and antiquities of Greater Assam, being

the presidential address at the History Section of the
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Assam Literary Conference October, 1926.

Poona : On Assam, a historical survey, at the first session of
the Indian History Congress, June 1935.

London: On Assam, before the 1.C.S. probationer at St. James's
Court, London, February 25, 1937.

Rome :On the culture and civilisation of Assam, at the Instituto
Italiano per il Medio ed Estremo Oriente, April 16 and
22, 1937.

Gauhati : On Mahapurush Sankardeva, the great Assamese
Vaishnava saint and poet, at the conference of
Religions, October 24, 1939.

Gauhati : On Islam, at the Baqr-lid Majlis, January 22,1940.

Gaubhati : On Islam, at the Fatiha-i-Duaz-Daham festival, April
22, 1940

Shillong : On Swami Vivekananda at Quinton Hall, January 26,
1941

Gaubhati : On the military system of the Assamese people, being
the tourth series of the Prativa Memorial Lectures,
February 1941.

Slﬁlong : On hills-plains relations in Assam, in connection with
the hills-plains week in Shillong, November 5, 1947.

Barpeta : On Mahapurush Sankardeva, at the 500th Anniversary
of the saint, October 12, 1948.

Gauhati : On the message of Lord Buddixa at the reception of
the sacred relies of the two Chief Disciples. Arahans
Sarputta and Moggallana, April 20, 1950.

Pandu : On the message of Lord Buddha, at the Bauddha
Purnima festival at the Pandu Railway Institute, May
24, 1951.

Dr. Bhuyan was awarded the Silver Jubilee Medal in 1935; the

title of Rai Bahadur on New Years Day, 1936; and the decoration
of M.B.E. in June 1946.

2. Alistof the Reviews of Dr. Bhuyan's Books

Reviews of Dr. Bhuyan's books have been published from time
to time in Assamese magazines and periodical; his books have also
been reviewed in oriental journals in other parts of India and in
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England and the Continent of Europe. A list of some of the review
published in the latter is given below:

Ananda Bazar Patrika, Calcutta, Bengali Daily-

September 9, 1945, Review of Tripura Buranji by Pundit
Jatindramohan Bhattacharyya, M.A.

Special Puza issue, October 1946, Review of Tripura Buranji,
by the late Dr. Nalini Kanta Bhattasali. Ph.D

Annual Bibliography of Indian Archaeology, Kern Institute,
Levden, Holland. Short notices of 'Assamese Historical Literature'.
Bulletins 1 and II of the D.H.A.S., Tungkhungia Buranji. English
translation, Asamar Padya-Buranji; Padshah-Buranji. and
Kachari Buranji in

Vol III. 1928, Entry No. 324;

Vol VII, 1932, Entry No 64;

Vol VIII, 1933, Entry No. 420,

Vol IX, 1934, Entries No 65 and 476;

Vol X, 1935, Entry No. 373, and

Vol XI, 1936, Entries No 398 to 401

Assam Review, Silchar, Edited by the late Rev W HS Wood.
December 1928. Review of Early British Relations with Assam.
by Mr J P Mills, M.A (Oxon), I.C.S now retired

Bulletin of the School of Oriental (Now African as well) Studies,
| niversity of London, Vol. VI, part IV, Review of Bulletin I of the
D.H.A.S. By the late Lt. Col. Sir Wolsey Haig

Educational Review, Madras, edited by Prof C.S
Sminivasachati, September 1947. Review of Lachit Barphukan
and His Times, Annals of the Delhi Badshahate and Asam
Buranji obtained from Sukumar Mananta's family

Federated India, English weekly, Tondiarpet, Madras, edited
by Shri Venkateswara Sastrulu, April 3. 1935. Review of Bulletin
IT of the D.H.A.S.

Geographical Journal, Royal Geographical Socicty, London
Vol LXXXIV, No. 6, December 1934. Review of Tungkhungia
Buranji, English translation, by the late Mr. C E A W Oldham

History, London, March 1935. Review of Tungkhungia
Buranji, English translation, by Dr. D.G.E Hall

Indian Culture, Journal of the Indian Research Institute,
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Calcutta, Vol. II, No. 3. Review of Bulletin II of the D.H.A.S. by
Prof. N.N. Das-Gupta.

Indian Historical Quarterly, Calcutta, Vol, XII, 1936. Review
of Asamar Padya-Buranji by U.N. Ghoshal.

Indian Review, Madras, edited by the late Mr. G.A. Natesan,
July 1934. Review of Tungkhungia Buranji, English translation.

Islamic Culture, Hyderabad, Deccan :

April 1934. Review of Tungkhungia Buranji, English
translation by the late Mr. Marmaduke Pickthall;

January 1948. Review of Annals of the Delhi Badshahate, by
Principal H.K. Sherwani.

Janata, New Delhi, edited by Shri Achyut Patwardhan, August
24, 1947. Review of Lachit Barphukan and His Times, and,
Annals of the Delhi Badshahate.

Journal of the Bhandarkar Oriental Research Institute, Poona.
1935. Review of Tungkhungia Buranji, English translation, by
Professor (now Mahamahopadhyaya) Datta Vaman Potdar.

Journal of Indian History, Madras, now Trivandrum. Reviews
by Dewan Bahadur Professor C.S. Srinivasachari :

V8. X1, Part I, April 1932. Review of Bulletin I of the D.H.A.S.

Vol. XIII, Part 111, December 1934. Reviews of Bulletin II of
the D.H.A.S., Tungkhungia Buranji, English translation; Deodhai
Assam Buranji; and Asamar Padya-Buranji.

Vol XXV, Part 111, December 1947. Reviews of Assam Buranji
obtained from Sukumar Mahanta's family; Lachit Barphukan and
His Times. and Annals of the Delhi Badshahate.

Vol. XXVIII, Part 111, December 1950. Review of Anglo-
Assamese Relations.

Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland.
London :

October 1925. Review of Barphukanar Git, by the late Lt. Col
P.R.T. Gurdon.

July 1927. Reviews of An Assamese Nur Jahan, and Report
and Conspeetus of the Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti by the late
Lt. Col. P.R.T. Gurdon.

April 1934. Reviews of Assam Buranji by Harakanta Barua.
Kamrupar Buranji; Tungkhungia Buranji, Assamese original:
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Deodhai Assam Buranji; and Assamar Padya-Buranji by the late
Sir Edward Gait.

January 1935. Review of Tungkhungia Buranji. English
translation by the late Sir Edward Gait.

Journal of the Bombay Branch of the Royal Assam Society
Bombay, Vol. X, 1934. Review of Tungkhungia Baranji English
translation.

Oriental Literary Digest, Poona :

May 1938. Review of Jayantia Buranji, by Mr. K.K. Handiqui.

November 1938. Review of Tripura Buranji by Mr. K.K.
Handiqui.

Oriental listiche Literaturzeitung, Leipzig. Germany.
November 1938. Reviews of Tungkhungia Buranji, English
translation; and Deodhani Asam Buranji, by Angezeigt von Franz
Joseph Meier, Munchen.

Vaitarini, English monthly, Cuttack, Orissa, Edited by Kumar
Bidyadhar Singh Deo, Vol. VI, Nos. XI and XII, July and August
1932. Review of Bulletin I of the D.H.A.S.

PRAGJYOTISH GRANTHASALA
BOOKSBYDR. S.K.BHUYAN

Pragjyotish Granthasala is arranging to bring out Dr. Bhuyan's
hitherto unpublished books and also new editions of his books
published beforehand.

The following books have just come out :

I. Nirmali —a book of poems, prescribed as a text book by
Gauhati University for the I.A. Examination of 1953, in Alternative
Assamese to be taken by candidates who offer Assamse as an
Alternative Vernacular.

Second edition, 1851, Crown 8vo, pp8+170, Price Rs. 2/8/- per
COpy

2. Barphukanar Git —An Assamese Ballad dealing with
Badanchandra Barphukan and the Burmese invasions of Assam.
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With introduction and Notes. Prescribe as a text book in Assamese
Vernacular forthe 1. A. and 1.Sc Examinations of Gauhati University
in 1952 and 1953.

Third edition 1951. Crown 8vo, pp8+105, Price Rs. 2/- per copy

3. Buranjir Vani —or the message of history, containing sixteen
articles in Assamese on different aspects of the History of Assam
from the Early Hindu period to the attainment of India's
independence in August, 1947.

First edition 1951, Crown 8vo, pp10+210, Price Rs. 3/- per copy

4. Ramani Gabharu —Life-sketch of Princes Ramani
Gabharu, daughter of King Jayadwaj Singha of Assam and consort
of Padshahzada Sultan Azamtara, son of Emperior Aurangzeb.
With an Introduction by Srijut Benudhar Sharma and chronology ,
of events, bibliography, etc. In Assamese.

First edition, 1951, Crown 8vo. ppl6+90, Price Rs. 1/8/- per
copy

S. Panchami —contaning five short stories in Assamese. To
attractive tri-coloured cover.

Second edition, 1951, Crown 8vo. pp6+69, Price Rs. 1/4/- per

copy

PRAGJYOTISHGRANTHASALA
COMPANY BAGANROAD
GAUHATIASSAM

[RemearR @) GNewrs]

10 ¢ SARFAR Gl



T PN GFR oL BICS
e oge Ff1 (2 et fFrstem wifas

WORKS BY DR. S.K. BHUYAN

FEnglish:

Anglo-Assamese Relations, 1771-1826.

Lachit Barphukan and His Times.

Atan Buragohain and His Times.

Annals of the Delhi Badshahate.

Studies in the Literature of Assam.

Tungkhungia Buranji —A Chronicle of Assam, 1681-1826
An Assamese Nur Jahan —Queen Phuleswari Devi.

Some Literary Reminiscences.

Early British Relations with Assam.

Preliminary Report on Assam Secretariat Records.
Assam in the Eighteenth Century —A Serial in Assam Review
Bibliography of the Works of Dr. S. K. Bhuyan

Men I Have Met.

Assamese:

Gopal Krishna Gokhale —A Short Biography
Anundoram Borooah -Sanskritist. A Biography
Nirmali -Poems.

Jaimati Upakhyan -A Longer Narrative Poem.
Barphukanar Git —A Ballad, Edited with Introduction.
Ahomar Din ~-The Ahom System of Administration
Buranjir Vani -Historical Essays.

Kowanr Bidroh —Revolt of Assam Princes. 1769-80
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Panchami —Short Stories.
Jonaki -Life-Sketches of Eminent Men.
Chanpeki -Life-Sketches of Eminent Women.
Assam Jiyari —~Assamese Women of History.
Buranji-Mulak Pravandhavalir Talika.
Mir Jumlar Assam Akraman.
Tripadi —Essays on Assam's Culture and Literature.
Harihar Ata —Sketch of A Great Vaisnava Saint of Assam.
Ramani Gabharu —Assamese Consort of Sultan Azamtara.
History of King Rajeswar Singha, 1751-69

—Ready for the Press.

Assamese Chronicles (Edited with introduction in English):
Assam Buranji —-By Harakanta Barua Sadar-Amin.
Kamrupar Buranji —History of Assam-Mogul conflicts.
Deodhai Assam Buranji —Chroncles of Early Ahom History.
Tungkhungia Buranji —-By Srinath Duara Barbarua.
Asamar Padya Buranji -Two metrical Chronicles.
Padshah Buranji —-A Chronicle of Delhi Badshahs.

ari Buranji —A Chjronicle of Cachar Rajas.
Jayantia Buranji —-A Chronicle of Jayantia Rajas.
Tripura Buranji —-By Ratna Kandali and Arjundas.
Assam Buranji —Obtained from Sukumar Mahanta's Family.
Satsari Assam Buranji -A Collection of Seven Old Chronicles.
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27.12.59

SARAIGHAT

The Muguls led by the Rajput general Raja Ram Singha of
Amber were defeated by the Assamese in April 1671 in a naval
battle near Gauhati. On pages 83-84 of my book Lachit
Barphukan and His Times, published in 1947, 1 wrote: “The
battle is known in history as the battle of Saraighat, the name
Joosely applied in those days, and even now by men of the
older type, to Gauhati and its environs, though Sarai was strictly
that small village Amingaon, the present railway station of the
Bengal and Assam Railway, opposite Pandu. The officers
stationed the Gauhati and the neighbourhood were always
called Saraighatia and the commanders who participated in the
victory were over afterwards known as Saraighat Vaterans."

The term Saraighat, which literarily means a tray port or
boat station, derives its origin from the hill near Amingaon
Railway station on the top of which a Railway officer's bungalow
1« situated. The hill which is just on the shore in the north bank
of the Brahmaputra looks like a raised tray or Sarai. and it faces
Pandu on the south bank of the river. The two places Pandu and
Amingaon were centres of great military and strategic importance,
and armies were posted in the forts near about both of them. Mir
Jumla sailed along the river Brahmaputra flowing between
Pandu and Amingaon without receiving any resistance from the
Assamese. The old chronicler has recorded this discomfiture in
the following words: "There was no one to shoot even an arrow
at Pandu and Saraighat."

Though Saraighat meant especially the area in the immediate
proximaty of Amingaon Railway Station it came subsequently
to be implied to the whole locality around Gauhati. The actual
battle at Saraighat was faught in the triangle between
Amrajurigahat which was the landing station of the Kamakhya
hill, Suklaswar temple on the south bank., and Aswakranta
lemple on the north bank. As this triangle was a part of
Saraighat the battle came to be known as the battle of Saraighat
which is remembered by the Assamese just as the memory of
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the battle of Trafalgar is regarded by Englishmen. The reparian
limite of Saraighat may be described as Agiathuri Parvat, some
two miles to the west of Amingaon, and Kurua village, some
three miles to the east of Gauhati.

The new bridge on the Brahmaputra river which is under
construction and which is withing the Saraighat area should be
very appropriately called Saraighat Bridge. The name will
evoke sentiments of patriotism and self-confidence. It will also
carry with it suggestive and euphonic dignity. It will link the
glory of the present set-up with that of the golden days of
Assam's independence in the seventeenth century.

—Sd.

To,

Shri Bimalaprasad Chaliha

Chief Minister, Assam, Camp, Gaubhati.
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“What should be the name of this bridge? This Jdeserves consideration.
While discussing it we recalled that over 300 years ago a great event took
place on the site of this Bridge. Assam had been invaded and the people of
Assam defended themselves. The finai battle took place at this very site
when the Assamese faught bravely on boats. This is a glorious chapter in
the history of Assam. It was suggested, therefore, that the bridge should be
named after that battle. I liked the idea and the Minister of Railways too.
Chalihaji was already in favour of this. Therefore, I name this Bridge as
‘Saraighat Bridge'.” (Clapping) (From Railway News Letter, June 1963-
66.)
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Mr. Bhupendra Ku ika. 14.2.1951

To Prof. Halph B. Spencer, Teachers College.
Columbia University. New York 27, N.Y.
United States of America.

With regard to Mr. Bhupendra Nath Hazarika's application
for Matriculation for the Doctorate Degree in the Advanced
School of Education of Teachers College, Columbia University,
New York 27, N.Y., U.S.A. Confidential from Dr. S.K. Bhuyan,
Gauhati, Feb. 14, 1951

I have known Mr. Bhupendra Kumar Hazarika for nearly
fifteen years. His father Mr. Nila Kanta Hazarika, B.A., B.T..
was a student of mine at the Cotton College, Gauhati. The son
Bhupendra has also been my student at the same College.
Bhupendra was also a Research Scholar for some time in the
Assam Government Department of Historical and Antiquarian
Studies of which I was the Director. He belongs to a family of
about ten children. The father is struggling on to give his
children a liberal education not only in letters, but also in fine
arts, music and painting. He is a man of remarkable energy; and
having retired from Government service some what prematurely
1s contemplating to contest for a seat in the state legislature in
the General Elections to be held in India towards the end of this
year. | met his old aunt some years ago at the family's ancestral
residence in upper Assam, and she impressed me as a lady of
very great refinement and understanding. Bhupendra's younger
sister Miss Queenie Hazarika has attained a reputation as an
exquisite songstress, and is generally known as The Nightingale
of Gauhati'. The above lines are written just to give an indication
of the environments of Bhupendra's upbringing.
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The first and foremost trait in Bhupendra's intellectual make-
up is his artistic temperament. He is well-known in Assam as a
musical prodigy since his early teens, when he used to enrapture
large audiences by the melody of his voice and the perfection of
his technique of singing. Many of his songs have been recorded,
and there is a great demand for them, specially for his song
about the Tazmahal built by the Mogul emperor Shah Jahan to
the memory of his consort. The appearance of Bhupendra and
Queenie in a musical soiree is always a great public attraction.
Bhupendra is also a painter of considerable merit.

But an artist suffers from handicaps when he has to put
himself to the discipline of sustained constructive work like
compiling a thesis, where his primary preoccupation is the
collection of data and arrival at inferences from these data. The
artist repels at synthetic and scientific sifting of evidentiary
materials, unless he considers the compilation of a constructive
wox&o be an artistic performance in itself.

sides, the artist being very sensitive to beauty in all forms,
runs the risk of being led at times to harbour a passing phase to
the utter neglect of his original purpose and plan. In furtherance
of some momentary pleasure which appears to be of greater
attraction for the present the artist takes the utmost advantage of
a psychological excuse for deflecting from his toilsome and
laborious work of collecting dry-as-dust facts and weaving
them into a coherent whole.

I was a worker for the Ph.D degree myself and I know the
amount of concentration necessary to produce a good thesis.
and I know Bhupendra very well, his strong points as well as his
weak spots. The artist must first perish in a kind of phoenix
firedeath to be reborn as a synthesist. If such a reconciliation
can be effected then only Mr. Hazarika, with his noted creative
abilities. will be able to produce good results. And for this, very
close and strict supervision of his work, and total discouragement
of all centrifugal tendences will be a matter of constant and
rigorous necessity. His Director of Research must be an
unrelenting task-master keeping his charge ironnailed to the
execution of his allotted duties.
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It must be clearly understood that I do not oppose Mr.
Hazarika's Matriculation for the Doctorate, but I throw some
confidential hints to his supervisor in order that the student may
achieve his cherished object, and come back home to his poor
and loving parents, brothers, sisters and friends with the laurel
of a Columbia University.

S.K. Bhuyan
Gawahati, 14.2.51
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Nowgong Middle Vemacular School, 1900-1901;

Nowgong Government High School, 1901-1904,

Shillong Government High School, 1904-1909;

Cotton College, Guwahati, 1909-1911;

Presidency College, Calcutta, 1911-1915;

University Law College, Calcutta, 1913-1916; and,

School of Oriental (Now African as well) Studies, London,
London University, 1936-1938,

Dr. Bhuyan has passed the:

Entrance Examination of Calcutta University in 1909;

Intermediate Examination in Arts in 1911;

B.A. Examination with Honours in English in 1913;

M.A. Examination in English Literature in 1916;

Bachelor of Law Examination in 1924;

Ph.D. Examination in the field of History. Faculty of Arts
London University, in 1938; and
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Examination for the D.Lit degree in History of
London University in July, 1951.

T©° g Ff-Gaw ot Fga oy AfSwia e

Brief Sketch of Dr. Bhuyan's official career :

1918, July 4, to January 5, 1947. Professor of English at the
Cotton College, Gauhati.

1930, May-June. He was placed on special duty at the
Assam Secretariat for compiling a preliminary report on ther
Assam Government records.

1930-38, was on Study Leave in England, during which he
worked at the India Ofice Library in London as a Ph.D. student
of London University.

1940-41, Special University Officer to the Government of
Assam and again in 1947.

4142, Inspector of School, Assam Valley Circle, Jorhat.

1946, July-August Principle, Cotton College, Gauhati.

1947, January 6, Wholetime Director of Historical and
Antiquarian Studies in Assam.

1947, December. Principal of the Cotton College, which
office he did not join as he was then wholetime Director of the
D.H.AS.

1948-49, Director of Public Instruction, Assam.

1949, March 31. Retired from Government Service.

1949, April 1 to March 10, 1952, Re-employed as wholetime
Director of the D.H.A.S.

1954, May 1 to Feb. 21, 1957. Re-employed as wholetime
Director of the D.H.A.S.

1957, February 23 to Feb. 22, 1960. Vice-Chancellor of
Gauhati University.

Dr. Bhuyan has also Served as :

1921-21. Honorary Secretary of the Kamarup Anusandhan
Samiti, or the Assam Research Society, Gauhati and again in
1926-29.
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1928-33. Honorary Assistant Director of the Newly estab-
lished Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies in
Assam.

1928-47. Corresponding Member of the Indian Historical
Records Commission; and again since 1952.

1933-47. Honorary Director of Historical and Antiquarian
Studies in Assam, except during Study Leave in England. 1936-
38; again in 1948-49; and again from the 11th March 1952 to
the 30th April 1954.

1936-38. Additional Lecture in Assamese at the School of
Oriental Studies, London University.

1940. As Interim President of the Board of Trustees of the
Assam Provincial Museum, Gauhati.

1948. Member of the Executive Council of Gauhati
University.

1948. Member of the Appointments Slection Committee of
Gauhati University.

1948-49. Member of the Court of Gauhati University; and
again since 1951.

1949. President of the Committee for the Translation of the
Indian Constitution into Assamese.

1952-54. Member of the Indian Parliament, Council of
State.

1953. Member of the Regional Committee for the
Compilation of the History of the Freedom Movement in India

1955. Member of the Gauhati University Committee for the
revision of Chandrakanta Abhidhan.

1955. Chairman of the Regional Survey Committee under
the auspices of the Indian Historical Records Commission.

1958. Member of the Advisory Board Hindu University
Court.

1959. Member of the Publication Board of Assam.

1961. January, Member of the Board of Trustees, Indian
Museum, Calcutta.

1961. March, Member of Railway Bookstalls under
Northeast Frontier Railway.

1961. November 24, Chairman of the Regional Survey
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Committee, reconsituted.

1962. July 12, Member of the High Power Committee for
Assam for the award of Pensions.

1963. July, Central Govt. Representative on the Assam
State Selection Committee on the National Awards of School
Teachers in 1963-64.

& PR g (Afvaret |

1963. August 10 Chairman of the Advisory Committee for
the Department of Historical & antiquarian studies in Assam,
reconsituted.

1963. December, Member of the Committee appointed by
the JGC to examine the proposal for the establishment of a
Fed®ral University for the Hill areas for Assam, NFFA Nagaland
and Manipur.

Dr. Bhuyan has been awarded

the following distinctions

Silver Jubilee Medal, 1935.

The title of Rai Bahadhur in January, 1963.
The Decoration of MBB in June, 1946.
The Distinction of Padmashri on the
Independence Day. January 26, 1956.

Some of the records of speeches delivered

by Dr. Surya Kumar Bhuyan :

Dhubri, October 1926. On the history and antiquities of
Greater Assam. being the presidential address at the History
Section of the Assam Sahitya Sabha session.

Poona, June 1935. On Assam, a historical survey, at the
first session of the Indian History Congress.

London, Feb. 25, 1937. On Assam at a meeting of the ICS
Probationers at St. James's Court, Victoria Street London.

Rome, April 16 and 22, 1937. On the culture and civilisation
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of Assam, at the Institution Itallano per ii Medio ed Estremo
Oriente.

Gauhati, October 24, 1939. On Mahapurush Sankaradeva
the great Assamese Vaisnava Saint and Poet, at the conference
of religion.

Gaubhati, January 22, 1940. On Islam, at the Bagr-Id Majlis.

Gauhati, April 22, 1940. On Islam, at the Fatiha-i-Duaz-
Daham Festival.

Shillong, January 26, 1941. On Swami Vivekananda, at the
Quinton Hall.

Gaubhati, Feb. 1941. On the military system of the Assamese
people, being the fourth series of the Pratibha Devi Memorial
L.ectures.

Shillong, November S5, 1947. On hills-plains relations in
Assam, in connection with the Hills-Plains Week

Barpeta, October 12, 1948. On Mahapurush Sankaradeva.
at the five hundredth anniversary of the saint.

Gauhati, April 20, 1950. On the message of Lord Buddha,
at the reception of the sacred relics of the two Cheif Disciples,
Arahans Sariputte and Maha-Moggalana.

Shillong, December 2, 1950. On Assam through the ages.
at a function held at the Government House under the auspices
of the shillong Historical Society.

Pandu, May 24, 1951. On the message of Lord Buddha. at
the Buddha Purnima Festival, held at the Pandu Railway Institute.
Again on 27.5.1956.

Tinsukia, November 25, 1951. Reply to the felicitations
offered by the residents of Tinsukia.

Haflong, November 27, 1951. Speech at the public reception
held at Haflong.

New Delhi, May 1952. On the message of Lord Buddha, at
the Buddha Purnima festival, held at the Buddha Vihara. under
the presidency of Dr. K.N. Katju.

Margherita, April 6, 1952. On the message of Lord Buddha,
4s president of the Assam Buddha Mahasabha.

Delhi, July 26, 1952. On the history and culture of Assam,
at St. Stephen's College, Delhi.
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Nowgong, Sept. 13, 1952. On Assam's educational prob-
lem, delivered as prsident of the 16th session of the Assam
School Service Organisation.

Imphal, Manipur, October 1952. Inaugural address at the
general session of the Manipuri Sahitya Parishad.

Gwalior, December 1952. Speech as president of the Modem
History Section of the Indian History Congress.

Cuttak, April 1953. On Assam-Orissa relations speech as
guest of honour at the Mahabishva Sammelan.

Shillong, November 1953. Speech delivered as presideft
of the 22nd session of the Assam Sahitya Sabha.

Gauhati, May 2, 1954. On Assamese music, at the Parting
Social of the Gauhati Student's Post Graduate Union.

Gauhati, Septmber 2, 1955. On Ahimsa, speech delivered
at the celebration of Ahimsa Day under the auspices of Anuvrata
Movement.

@hanji, Sibsagar, February 26, 1956. On Lachit Bar Phukan,
as president of the Jhanji Lachit Mela function.

Gauhati, May 24, 1956. On the message of Lord Buddha,
as president at the public meeting held to celebrate the 2500th
Mahaparinirvana Jayanti of Lord Buddba

Gauhati, November 11, 1959. On Forth Convocations of

Gauhati University.

(T° g +7 RENFAR GWR GTEUs)

v & TAE G



eifBoE IF© IR 94 gz

T 9«91 Gait-2 History of Assam [P e epmm am o suiiens
A Ao~ R e IR R toifee, ores et v g e
T2 R T8 (AR ST SRR (oA WATH S e S wifed
e TR AMS (T 7' OIS SN FCHZ AR |

Department of Historical and Antiqurian Studies ©° J{/gra
TR T | TS I8 1o IR (06 0% =S «f glerfen | Rare
STRRIS SR ST I FANG ST 9% ALwS e I e
ufeafE e 23 taifee | ©° g e o shfaarfae Somsre Aefie e
I WitE WIS 7 Tftre Iw SRES RETFa g T FACY
HAFFS 0% W% | 2 I S I 2Aof@e B | e st
TR T (AL S TIEE 3N TAA—

Shri Lakshinath Bezbarua
[Eminent Assamese Literateur]

‘I am delighted to go through a copy of Assam Buranji by
the late Harakanta Barua Sadar Amin, and a copy of
Kamrupar Buranji, compiled from manuscript chronicles,
both so ably edited by Professor S.K. Bhuyan, M.A., B.L.,
Honorary Assistant Director, and published by the
Department off Historical and Antiquarian Studies, Assam.
They are scholarly editions. I am sure they will be very
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useful to students of Assam history as well as the history of
the Mughal Empire. It is now quite evident that the
establishment of the Department of Historical and
Antiquarian Studies was a move in the right direction. My
heartfelt gratitude goes to those who were instrumental in
bringing the Department being."” [January 7. 1932]

Lol ol

Shri Satya Nath Bora
[Eminent Assamese | .1terateur)

"I am greatly delighted to read the book entitled Ahomar
Din. It is written by Srijut Surya Kumar Bhuyan, and it is
new kind of book. The condition of the people and society
of the Ahom period is described here in detail. ... There is a
desire on the part of all to know about past events and
conditions, but these matters are not available in the
histories hitherto published. ...The book is not only a
historical compilation, it can also be described as a gem of
Assamese literature. The diction of the this book is pure
Assamese. It is a matter of great regret that most of the
books published now-a-days are written in a Bengal style;
we find it difficult tc see books written in pure Assamese.
...These defects are very rare in Bhuyan's book. By reading
Ahomar Din one can learn not only history, but can also
acquire a knowledge of the innate forms of the Assamese
language. Truly speaking, Shri Bhuyan has removed a great
need of the educated section of the people. And for this we
offer our sincere praise to him."”

[Foreward to Prof. S.K. Bhuyan's Ahomar Din dated
Gauhati, the 16th April, 1918. Translated from Assamese.}]
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Shri Benudhar Sharma
[{On Shri Surya Kumar Bhuyan's contributions published in
Assamese magazines)

"Those who have read the articles and poems of Shn
Bhuyan in the pages of the several Assamese monthlies
have been able to realise the sweetness of his language.
the depth of his thought, and picturesquencess in the
description of beauty. It is needeless to say more about his
life of Gokhale. Bhuyan is like the moon in the firmament
of Assamese literature growing from one phase to another
in the bright forthnight. We pray to God that he may live
long. and the light of his genius may spread over the whole
carth.”

|Assam Bilasini. Jorhat, a weekly paper, dated Bahag 12. 1§38
Saka. or April 26, 1916 A.D. Translated from Assamese]

S S

Dr. Maheswar Neog
[Lecturer in Assamese, Gauhati University, on Dr. Bhuyan's
Studies in the Literature of Assam]

"Studies in the Literature of Assam’ has come as a
welcome collection of Dr. S.K. Bhuyan's literary essays,
most of which are already in the rank of classical writing.
The paper on Assamese Historical Literature is the first
attempt at a connected and critical account of the vast
wealth of Buranjis. Besides studies in periods, patterns and
personalities in Assamese literature, this attractively
produced volume including two essays on the literature of
the Khasis and the Manipuris. Dr. Bhuyan's exhaustive
review of the chronicle of Tripura will be found extremely
valuable in view of the newly developing relations
between this State and Assam. Professor Bhuyan's style of
writing, easy and lucid, makes for happy reading.”
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[Gauhati, April 15, 1956]

Sir Michael Keane
[Governor of Assam, 1932-37]

A

“The interest aroused both within and without the Province.
of Assam by the publication of the first Bulletin of the
Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies is amply
illustrated by the appreciations quoted, in the second
Bulletin which itself contains a striking record of
achievement.

Despite the financial difficulties of the intervening period
the Department has not only published several books of
great interest to the student of Assam—— among which
Professor S.K. Bhuyan's Tungkhungia Buranji deserves
special mention— but has broken a great deal of ground in
the collection and preparation of numerous old
manuscripts.

Not the least proof of the Department's fair prospects for a
long career of increasing utility is to be found in the promise
which it has secured so early in the day, of funds for a
permanent home from the generous hands of Rai Bahadur
Radhakanta Handique.

The services of the first Director, Mr. A.H.W. Bentinck,
C.L.LE., whose wise organisation ensure so successful a
beginning, have been lost by retirement, but in Prof. S.K.
Bhuyan the Department has found a successor of unusual
deligence and enthusiasm, with a capacity for making dry
bones live.

Under his guidance, and with the assistance of his corps of
willing workers, I have every confidence that it will carry
on the fair promise already shown, and will continue to
attract the support. in labour and money, of all who have
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the storied past and the hopeful future of Assam at heart.”
{Introduction of Bulletin II of the Department of Historical and
Antiquarian Studies in Assam. Government House, Shillong. 15th
February 1934]

B.
"I need to add only the fewest possible words to the full
exposition just given by Professor Bhuyan for the aims and
objects of the work of the Department of Historical and
Antiqurian Studies in Assam. Listening to the record of
what has been done by this Department which was
established only in 1928, one cannot but be impressed and
astonished at the scope and variety of the work
accomplished in so short a time, and if so much has been
done in 7 or 8 years, what a magnificent promise the future
holds. It is a remark repeated time after time by historical
writers of the past that notwithstanding her ancient culture
and civilization India provides the most scanty authentic
and especially written material in the field of early history.
Assam has reason to be proud that the reproach applies
least of all to her. She is one of the few provinces that has
her own native historical written records going back
hundreds of years. It is therefore appropriate that the study
of history should make a special appeal to the people of
this Province and that historical research should be given
here a habitation and a home. The present time is
particularly fitting for this development. The historical
treasures of Assam are almost a modern discovery. They
lay hidden for centurires within a land that was itself a
hidden land. ...You will see that an inexhaustible field of
research opens up before the historical, antiquarian and
ethnological scholar...

But already the Department has begun to spread its wings
10 a wider air. ...All this is right and proper. The Department
should be as wide as the Province... Its activities should
embrace both Valleys and all the Hill. Its should be the
depository of any and every historical record for the whole
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Province.

The Department has been singularly fortunate in the men
who guided its infant steps. That fine educationist, Mr.
Cunningham, whom we were glad to welcome back for a
brief visit recently and whose lucid report on a University
for Assam, was the first to prepare a scheme for an
Historical Department. This scheme my predecessor, Sir
lLaurie Hammond accepted and welcomed. The
Department found in Mr. Bentinck its first Director an able
administrator and an enthusiastic worker.

When Mr. Bentinck left India the good fortune, the
Department did not desert it. Rai Bahadur Professor Surya
Kumar Bhuyan was ready to assume the Director's mantle.
The Professor unites energy with scholarship, method with
enthusiasm, and under his care the Department fresh
progress almost daily. The ceremony at which we are
present today had its roots in the Director's activity. He
found in Rai Bahadur Handique a man of lofty public spirit
as well as a generous patron of literature.

The Rai Bahadur had already done much for his native
Jorhat, and now the donation of this building and all that
it stands for well preserve his name and the name of his
wife to times when the work and names of most of us will
be forgotten. I am glad to have the opportunity of
expressing publicity to the Rai Bahadur the gratitude of us
all.”

[Speech delivered in performing the opening ceremony of the
Narayani Handique Hisrotrical Institute, Gauhati, on April 4, 1936]

S

Sri Gopinath Bordoloi
[Chiet Minister and Minster of Education. Assam]

"Dr. Bhuyan, it would be admitted by any one who has
studied his activities closely, is an expert in the modern
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development of ancient studies, and is a person who is
known inside and outside Assam. ...He is considered to be
a very learned man and one of those who had done reserch
work for the building up of the history of the Ahom and
Mughal periods of Assam, and of Indian history."

{In the Session of the Assam Legislative Assembly held on
September 20, 1946]

Professor Humayun Kabir
[Minister for Cultural Affairs and Scientific Research, Government
uf India]

"l visitied the Narayani Handique Historical Insitute in the
company of Srijut Mahendra Mohan Choudhury and Mr.
Handique, Vice Chancellor of Gauhati University. 1 was
greatly impressed by the work which Dr. Bhuyan and his
colleagues have done so devotedly and unostentatiously.
I hope their spirit will impress generation of young scholars
and contribute to the enrichment of our knowledge of
Assam and the rest of the country. From work already
published by Dr. Bhuyan it is clear that Assam has a very
rich historical literature and can contribute much to our
knowledge of the past. I congratulate the Institute for the
work already done and wish it very great success in its
future endeavours."

[After visiting the D.H.A.S. on May 5, 1949]

Dr. Rajendra Prasad
{President of India)

"Dr S.K. Bhuyan was good enough to show me some of
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the most valuable illustrated manuscripts and also some of
the publications relating to Assamese history. I was very
much interested in all that I could see within the very short
time I had, and I am only sorry that I could not give more
time. His work deserves all help both from the public and
the Government, and I hope it will not be allowed to suffer
for want of it. I wish him all success in his work."

[After examinming the collections and publications of the D.H.A.S.
on board the steamer. S.S. Persian, at Gauhati, on October, 28.
1950}

Dr. Banikanta Kakati

i Professor of Assamese, Gauhati University]

"Dr. S.K. Bhuyan hardly needs an introduction. As the
provincial Director of Historical and Antiquarian Studies in
Assam, as a frequent contributor of original historical
articles in numerous learned periodicals, as a scholarly
editor and translator of old Assamese chronicles and as an
author of numerous original compositions in English and
Assamese, this is a valued name in the noted centres of
historical studies in India. ...Some of his original Assamese
compositions have already been recognized as classics
having been for many years running as text-books for
several examination of the Universities of Calcutta, Dacca,
Benares and Gauhati. ...With immense labour Dr. Bhuyan
has unearthed a vast mass of unused materials from the
original sources. Under the auspices of the research
Institute of which is in sole charge, he has edited several
original documents with all the requirements of a modern
scholarly publication. Dr. Bhuyan has never spared himself
for a due appreciation of the materials that came into his
hands. ...It must be admitted that in spite of the limitations

under which he is labouring, Dr. Bhuyan has been able to
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rouse interst in Assamese history and civilisation among
eminent historical scholars in India and Europe."
{Introduction to The Bibliography of the Works of Dr. S.K.
Bhuyan, dated February 9, 1951]

Professor C.V. Raman
[Nobel Laureate, F.R.S.]

"It was a piece of good fortune for me to have met Dr.
Bhuyan today and to have been shown by him the
historical and artistic treasures housed in the Department of
which he both the head and architect. The record of
publications put forth by him during these years is a most
remarkable and impressive one of which any University
might justifiably feel proud.”

[After visiting the D.H.A.S. on February 5 1952]

Shri Jawaharlal Nehru
[Prime Minister of India])

“Dr. Bhuyan has kindly shown me some of the manuscrpits
that he has in his collection. They were remarkable and
undoubtedly valuable from the historical point of view. I
have not seen the whole collection, but it seems to me clear
that this collection is of considerable value. A number of
publications has been issued; more await publication. ]
hope this good and important work will continue and will
received the help it deserves."

[ After examining the collections of the D.H.A.S. at Raj Bhavan,
Shillong, on October 19, 1952]
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Dr. Suniti Kumar Chatterji
[Emeritus Professor, Calcutta University, and Chairman of the West
Bengal Legislative Council]

"This institution is quite a national one and is unique in its
collection of old manuscripts from Assam. The
Department has as its presiding spirit Dr. Bhuyan hi$
labours in gathering the collections and in editing and
commenting upon them, particularly the rich mass of
Buranjis or historical literature in Assamese. Assam has so
long remained isolated from the rest of India, but with
researches of Dr. Bhuyan, with the help of the materials
collected by him, the place of Assam in the history and
culture of India may be said to have been fully indicat
[After visiting the D.H.A.S. on may 7, 1954]

Sir George Abraham Grierson

[On reading the English translation of Prof. S.K. Bhuyan's
Assamese poem on him written for incorporation in a
Commemoration Volume presented to him by the Linguistic
Society of India]

"Permit me to thank you heartly for your contributing that
charming Assamese poem to the Commemoration Volume
now being issued under the auspices of the Linguistic
Society of India. Your general language is far more than 1
deserve. As some time muse necessarily elapse before the
volume can be printed, Mr. Woolner has been good enough
to allow me to see it in manuscript, so that I had the
priviledge of reading and admiring your kind words before
their publication. I can tell you how deepl ‘ I am touched
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by this token of affection from my friends and fellow-
workers and how unworthy I feel of all the kindly learning
that has been lavished upon me."

[Rathfarnham Camberley, Surrey, England, letter dated July 31,
1931. The poem is in London Memories, Chapter 11}

S

Mr. F.W. Sudmersen
[The first Principal of the Cotton College, Gauhat, 1907-26])

"I must write to let you know the intense pleasure your
article in the Cotton College Jubilee Volume gave me. The
whole volume was an excellent production, and I have
already wirtten my appreciation to the editor Dr. Heramba
Kanta Barpujari. Throughout my services to the College
have been more than abundantly recognised, and the
reading of these kindly references has moved me very
deeply. I greatly enjoyed your personal remarks, and the
stories you have told of pranks and escapades of which |
was perforce in ignorance. And your references to the many
professors of the College who served in my time, most of
whom have passed away, show a knowledge and
understanding which reveal your own generous character.
Your own distinguished career with the crowning
achievement of the Doctorate of London University is a
record of proud accomplishment of which the College
claims a share of contribution gratefully acknowledged. 1
am glad to see that you have attained a position of dignity
and usefulness in which your talents for research have a
rich for their employment."

{Woodcock Farm, Nutley, Sussex, England, dated Apni! 5.
1952. Dr. Bhuyan's article in the Golden Jubilee Volume was
enutled ‘Cottonian’'s Reminiscences, 1909-11']
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Shri Jairamdas Doulatram
[Governor of Assam, to Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, Union
Education Minister, introducing Dr. S.K. Bhuyan]

"l am giving this letter to Dr. S.K. Bhuyan, M.A., B.E. (Cal.)
Ph.D. (Lond.), D.Lit. (Lond.), who was recently awarded
the honorary degree [Not honorary, but after passing the
prescribed examination] of Doctorate of Literature by the
London University, because of his very conspicuous
service in the field of historical research. He has been a
worker in the field for many years and has built up a fine
reputation as a historian and a research scholar in Assam.
He has produced a number of publications, and from such
contacts and I have had with him I can see that he goes
fairly deeply into the problems he studies, and is a very
painstaking and careful historian.

"He retired recently as Director of Public Instruction in
Assam, and has since then been appointed the Director of
Historical and Antiquarian Studies in Assam."

"The Congress party has selected him as a candidate for
election to the Council of States, and he has been declared
successful. He has also attended some of the national
gatherings of eminent historians on several occasions.

I am suggesting him seeing you so that you might come in
contact with some people from our State who have the
capacity of rendering service in various spheres. I expect
that you will also make the same favourable impression
about him as I have done."”

[Raj Bhavan, Shillong, May 4, 1952]
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Tinsukia Bengali Association of the National Chamber
of Commerce

[In the Address of Felicitation presented to Dr. Bhuyan on his
obtaining the D.Lit. Degree of London University.]

"We, on behalf of the Tinsukia Bengali Association of the
National Chamber of Commerce, accord you our heartiest
felicitations for your obtaining the much-coveted degree of
Doctor of Literature from the University of London."”
"Your painstaking studies and researches in the field of the
Ancient History of the country, your diligent work for the
establishment of the institution for Historical and
Antiquarian Studies, your unceasing efforts to unravel the
past glories of the State of Assam, have amply proved your
scholarship, which has prompted the University of London
to confer upon you its highest insignia.

"We will be failing in our duty if we do not mention the
voluminous works of yours in the field of Assamese
literature which have greatly enhanced the prestige of the
nation as a whole.

"We pray to God to grant you a long life and buyoant spirit
to enable you to enrich the country with further
contributions, and to afford facilities to the younger
generations to follow your footsteps."

[Members of the Association. Tinsukia, 25.11.51]
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Acharyya, Dhireswar, Mahamahopadhyaya

His fame as an erudite Sanskrit scholar had spread far beyond
the frontier of Assam. He was one of the last landmarks in the field
of Sanskrit leamning in Kamarupa. Those who came in contact with
him felt at one the impress of his personality and scholarship.
Soon after I joined the teaching staff of the Cotton College, he
came to our house one day on invitation, and he instructed m)
wife on the duties of a householder. The words he uttered
appeared as if they emanated from the lips of an Indian Rishi of
old. His pupil Pundit Kamakhya Charan Bhattacharyy?
Vyakarantirtha compiled a biography of the Mahamahopadhyayi
at my instance, and as Director of the Department of Historical
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and Antiquarian Studies I was instrumental in making the prelimi-
nary arrangements for the publication of his treatise on Sanskrit
prosody entitled Vritta-manjari.

Agarwala, Ananda Chandra

In the early years of this century Mr. Agarwala lived for some
ume in our neighbourhood at Nowgong as a junior officer of the
Police Department. He had already established his reputation as
a poet, and he possessed a good library of Assamese books
including the old volumes of the magazines Jonaki and Bijuli. He
was a frequent visitor to our house, and his conversation with my
father mainly related to Assamese literature, specially with
reference to the activities of the Assamese students of Calcutta.
My first inquisitiveness and interest in Assamese literature were
roused by listening to these conversations. I met him again at
Gauhati and Dhubri when he was at the height of his official
career. His love of Assamese literature and of Assam's glorious
past never deserted him even when he was engrossed in the
arduous responsibilities of his office.

Agarwala, Chandra Kumar

Mr. Agarwala, Hemchandra Goswami and Lakshminath
Bezbarua constituted the triumvirate who in their College days at
Calcutta fought valiantly in the cause of the Assamese language
to protect it from the onslaught that it was a mere patois of
Bengali. They edited and published the magazine Jonaki which
in a way laid the foundation of modern Assamese literature.
Agarwala was also a poet, and his poems are still popular. He lived
at Gauhati in our immediate neighbourhood. His patriotic bent of
mind, and more specially, his zeal for the promotion of Assamese
hiterature remained unabated till the end.
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T G AR TS I3 2YS (06 WS IR TETS TR WHTRRIE
9 (AR WS G e I T Ffare | R fowas amine
THEA, A (TR 3N, (ZT6H (AT, SR SsRRiTE, Zfafzers
WA, FNAPIE SHGTY, ASI A1, A6 LA A (SN I3 |
T ETEIR S S ISR (oAt AR I (F1TR 2AS T ed AR
AR | (96 3555 54 fEaAT SHFS sRsHy TSI Ferarga afarwe)
reTe Coifge ATE INHRILT AS TA-5191-5 AT MACET (3R
“fofee | cofom 3 afim e e | ©° g (omeierpae (an<en, o¥m
TS, AT Wer), IR SR, G (5T W S e e
73 oNi2fed, (DT G affeE |

T R SRS 7 vefe ot (o Afeen of o i e,
¥R W @G-56TE (7 Fie fva wfowe s e st
53 wife dface D.H.A.S.(Departement of Historical and Antiquarian
Studies of Assam )2 H74 S{¥T 9143 MR (are 34 e 1 e TR
9T RN (06T TR 77w, W] e 36 AR wrenforazdtn (s da
B TITS ¢ “10 acquaint the world with the good and beautiful things ot
Assam, and to make my countrymen consicous of their strength.” 9=
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Sources of Assam History : It was in this period that ]
searched for and studied all the extant materials throwing light on
the Hindu period of Assam History, on Assam's conflicts with the
Mughals, and on Assam's relations with the East India Company.

It was not difflcult for me to realise that Assam being an
ancient kingdom, having extensive relations with other countries
of India, there must be references to Assam in the records and
inscriptions of those countries. The results of my study were
embodied in a long article entitled ‘Glimpse into the Historyrof
Ancient Kamarupa in the Inscriptions of Northern India’. My
main source of information was J.B. Fleet's Collection of
inscriptions. This article was published in the Assam Sahitya
Sabha Patrika, and it has been incorporated in Buranjir Vani
which has recently been published, I also compiled a treatise on
thg copper-plate and stone inscriptions of Assam. It was
submitted to Mr. K.N. Dikshit who arranged to get it published
in the Indian Antiquary which, however, becaine defunct soon
afterwards. My Study of the Kashmir Chronicle Rajatarangini.
translated into English by Sir Aure! Stein, resulted in the
compilation of the story of Queen Amritaprabha, daughter of a
king of Kamrupa, and the consort of King Meghabahana of
Kashmir. It was first published in the Awahon, Its English version
has since been published in all the leading periodicals of India as
the fact about Assam's link with Kashmir in the remote ages is 4
matter of great significance. It may be said that my study of the
inscriptions of Northern India and Rajatarangini as source
materials of Assam History represented the first attempt in that
direction.

Srijut Benudhar Sharma had obtained from England 2
chronicle of the Muslim rulers of Delhi known as Padshah-
Buranji compiled in Assamese sometime in the latter part of the
seventeenth century. I was surprished to see that the Assamese
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had realised the necessity of such a chronicle, and that they had
taken interest in countries far remote from their own land. 1
translated into English a portion of the Chronicle containing the
description of the Naoroza festivites of the reign of Emperor Shah
Jahan. I showed this piece to Prof. Khuda Buksh during his visit
to Gauhati in December 1927. He became greatly interested, and
he asked me to write an article describing the character and
contents of the chronicle. I worked day and night, studied all
available literature on the Muslim rulers, and wrote an article
running to more than one hundred foolscap pages, under the title
‘New Lights on Mughal India from Assamese Sources', and sent
it to Prof. Khuda Buksh in the middle of January 1928. He sent
it to Mr. Marmaduke Pickthall, editor of Islamic Culture,
Hyderabed, Deccan, where it was published serially in 1928-29.
In November 1928, I met Sir Mahammad Igbal, the poet, at a tea
party in Lahore, and he asked me to translate the whole Padshah
Buranji into English. The translation was also published 1n
Islamic Culture in 1933-34. The Assamese version was
subsequently edited by me and published by the K.A.S. in 1935:
and the English articles have been published in book-form by the
D.H.A.S. in 1947 under the title Annals of the Delhi
Badshahate. My Mughal studies led me to compile an
exhaustive account of Mir Jumla's invasion of Assam. both in
English and Assamese. In 1950, I compiled an account of
Ramani Gabhoru, the Assamese princess who was married to
Sultan Azamtara, son of Aurangzeb. It has been published a few
months ago. The Assamese chronicles throw ample light on the
Mughal was of Assam and my object has been to bring the
Assamese versions of the conflicts to the notice of Indian
Scholars.

oA (o€ Tafee ¢

“As for myself, I am at the service of the country till the last
breath of my life, and I need your blessings at this hour that I may
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serve you long, and that faithfully.” (Some Literary Reminis-
cences, Page 44)

T° SR AGARA CTXA I TN A R T e 0 fom
G1ewa 3B f$2%3 (The Seven Hindrances) 3% 1t TS S
=farg 1 oM@ 29 Centrifugal Pressure, Expectation of Praise,
Behaviour of Friends, Inordinate Ambition, Vigilance over
Other's Defects, Jealousy o1& Worries. % I1fe SR FFCEAE A3
(RIS S (19! RITTR WS AfSray @FHa WA | TR TR,
TSR e SHRATH S (I SRR SR SR oS 220 3774 el
72! (9¢ The Seven Hindrances A 3o #9158 #f¥1(2FoTS A talk
broadcast from the A.I.LR. Gauhati. on October 22, 1953. in the
series 'Life as I see it" and published in the Assam Tribune of Nov
3. 1953)%7% T3t 3 “A man's view of life, or the way in which he
sees life, sheds its influences, visibly and invisibly, on all his
th@ughts, utterances and actions.”

G TS TR G] e T o SRS 2a oo we ofa
Lot

Foreword

By Dr. Radha Kumar Mookerji, M.P.. M. A, Ph.D., Hony.
D.Litt., F.A.S.B., Emeritus Professor of History, Lucknow
University.

I feel very happy that I have been requested by Dr. Suryya
Kumar Bhuyan, M.P., to write the Foreword to his book Some
Literary Reminiscences. Dr. Bhuyan needs no introduction as
his contributions to the literature and history of Assam are well
known in India and abroad. He has illuminated many a dark
space in the history of his people, and has helped us to know more
about a little known but very important State of India. His work
is marked by a high degree of enthusiasm and idealism which
alone can make the dry bones of history live and bring before our
eyes once again the buried past.

The redeeming feature of Dr. Bhuyan's historical activities
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is the steadfastness and tenacity with which he has pursued his
object formulated so early as his school days in Shillong. His
mission in life, to quote his own words, has been "to acquaint the
world with the good and beautiful things of Assam, and to make
my countrymen conscious of their strength."He took up the
profession of a College Teacher in preference to other lucrative
careers. He was a teacher of English Literature, but historical
pursuits engaged his attention more and more. This led him to
proceed to England for higher study and research even when he
was middle-aged.

The handicaps experienced by a lonely scholar, working
without the facilities offered by a well organised institution, led
him to devote all his energy in the building up of the Assam
Government Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies
which has now got a large collection of manuscripts and rare
books on Assam, and has to its credit several valuable
publications throwing light on Assam's history and literature. The
Buraniji's or chronicles which constitute a special cultural heritage
of Assam are helpful as sources not merely of Assam's History
but also of Indian History as a whole. Dr. Bhuyan has edited a
number of select chronicles with critical introductions in English,
and has brought out complete English translations of some of
them. The publications have been favourably reviewed in
oriental Journals in India and abroad; and several historians in
India have used them as materials for their own works. The
collections of the aforesaid Department have been examined and
appreciated by eminent persons like Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Shri
Jawaharlal Nehru and Professor S. Radhakrishnan. The
development of this Department has been the most conspicuous
achievement of Dr. Bhuyan, and the late Sir Edward Gait rightly
described him as its 'life and soul’. It was in the fitness of things
that Dr. Bhuyan was invited to preside over the Modern History
Section of the Indian History Congress at Gwalior last year of
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which I was the General President. The Assam Sahitya Sabha
similarly honoured him by making him the President of its
session held recently at Shillong.

These pages of Dr. Bhuyan's reminiscences are valuable as
giving a picture of the difflculties which best the path of a
historical researcher, and of the manner in which he himself has
surmounted them by keeping fast to his purpose under all
circumstances and against heavy odds. How he has been able tp
achieve success in his work by overcoming all hindrances has
been very realistically delineated by him towards the end of his
book. Dr. Bhuyan's singleminded devotion to the chosen mission
of his life has added a charm to this work which reads like a
literary classic with an appeal which is at once local and universal.

An interesting feature of the book is its account of the
exwensive contacts made by Dr. Bhuyan with scholars of both
India and Europe; and this is in itself very creditable to one who
began as a solitary scholar working in a remote comer of India.
This is no doubt due to the innate charm of his personality and
winning manners.

I whole-heartedly commend this work to the attention of
scholars and all those who are interested in the great contributions
made by Assam towards India's history and culture through the
ages of which a most competent exponent has been Dr. Suryya
Kumar Bhuyan.

Radha Kumar Mookerji
24, North Avenue
New Delhi, The 23rd Dec. 1953.
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o (1R T e | e Ros serlim o 12w et wfEem
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#YEIBA A5 ¢ AR TH TRA TS AL A ACHIA, ©l-
SIeTRETRRCE, CRIeHET 091 Rt s itz Tre el Ffa e aam
o 11 T | QSR T 3 93 AR By | W AT AT
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G A ©° TIFAT Gt

T AR G e AN ST A AP T3 | 33¢3 5
(AR 558 57 fefe1 W1 15 Ae) o Frdfdiz 3 ©° GO T
) BT, M@ A (v Sra ofirame A ot B wfea oS
] (DG TTHRES! S MG - (5O G4 77 TR SR 53 W11 ©ifR B3 |
P % sreRers aftwls txfte T 2R o) Refmera
TS A A T oI AL wfXen iR 2 s i
TR IRTGRIA B, ST 51Z-2er ), TGS Sore e e
2 | R SIS WP ora 71 Tettel 3 Rz S eI
ST TS e wffee |

“...The newly established University at Gauhati is crippled
in its progress for want of funds. Expansion has becomes
impossible and the buildings which can be created with the funds
available now will rarely meet the actual needs... The University
can be developed, fund permiting, into a centre where
intellectuals of Eastern India of both the categories, advanced
and backward, can meet their compatriots from other parts of
the Union for the study of that unique civilisation which has
sprung and grown on the banks of Brahmaputra, representing
the best that can be given by the culture of the Aryans and the
habits and customs of the non-Aryans tribes. The University may
ultimately grow into a Purba Bharati, as a torch to illuminate the
comners of Eastern India.”

(5523 B S0 7S 2 SRR e farere)
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T PR et SR aft fhasifafes A | Afermiaw fEpne (wdaam
oG SIS B (wret-RTirn srwm 0 [+ wirg | {3 T s @en
=2 TEE-MfreR R ¥ BT SR WA IS R 2 R R (9l
foaare S 3 AR, OIS HHZ AR | TRAPETS 93 favfEs sfaers czm
<& TpeW e Foe IR, MRS, Frws, frmfaw, oargih) v
TERRAE 7T T ©° G TR 3¢5 fEY Asitew
LI | AR T TS ifF Fiem SfEATE 741 v Gt Taa e
72 9fa T (AR ST SIE JU-ret ST Sy FfaR ors A A% |
€ 4R 7Y AR ALS NATS-RIAICH S 2 MITNA HFAS TS
o EwR 3T |

e e 1) IS afssrrm wE wfes agers
A | (96 Fer orr s ST SR | SR bl AT, iz
T A6 oS i srS1 agniie | (D€ S AT TERSRI | @
2% 3 SR W F'T AN, (TEI (AYLTIZA NECS TTR A5 THW
= ol R | (96 woTwa e oo, G oo 3R 2fega ofs Fre
T TR T ST TR (IR 2R oS wrae afta e wfafen
T 0xgS (01 Sy i v wifee T Srprestn sifafas tafre)
‘€ 73fe?, “Great things can also be achieved in small places.
Assam has her invaluable treasures, and it is our duty to humanity
«nd to God to make the good things of Assam known to the
"utside world. That way only we can make Assam great.” (Some
Liternry Reminiscences)
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FO, TGS 2 A3 TFAR SEACIN ST & G T HSTS SR
zfa aiffed | 12 AR (98 F'3 *Nfafes, “Assam has always looked
towards India for guidance and inspiration; it is now the turn for
India to cast its eyes towards the east, to our Pragjyotish, the land
of early enlightenment.” (Some Literary Reminiscences)

TREAH (Afas W AEFes RErTe womr Mfre) o @
@S Aoifie #RA A (1R B AT, e, S =i ot ol
AMFoD (IRR firet 4 ITPRZR TS FNETR I (IR T Ged
fefap I 3= FoTs y5es 5rS A ¥t SrETs o fee ¢ “1 beg to
reiterate my deep and earnest conviction that the message
embodied in the literature and history of Assam, if properly
digeeminated, will exercise a vitalising influence upon the cultural
and political progress of India.” (Some Literary Reminiscences)

[ TG T Gt TG AR NS SIS HELA U 13 ST
e ofs Byw Fffe | AR Y S TaiREita s AR g
TR I TR ATHE (D€ Gf T AR T T A FZA, To-ar, 2Rt
% TR WIS AfEHIS (e ofe Sy 2 (oE |

2re0T SAfhata AR ©° gee Xeeen fifte fSfermre ¢ fasa
AP FOR R 221z 3R 51 Y W (963 T2 B AR W
FAG)-NZ) B W0 WK (ST TR W SefHeie] T R w-
a1 frrorizfem o1 ©ifacs sioita wsfas a

7o frerea wia T g T'TeR TS fitfet SIrel Jadh A1 +ArewR 267,
2ol AR 267, GIR B3R T oefiet Sl Bfe | s code
(T LAt ifeen; et e | e feres wiess sffe ¢

“a% (u aforeh o e iR
Rers wie R A& Ga1 AR 17

(61 IR T 07 IV {A-{AAA (IR 93 18 Toa T4
IERA ¢
‘@ Aefew, A e,
YT AT, IR 1 |
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YA TG 4 51 I T3 @9 | THIGT HHEATS IMNR %76 W
FHAOIZ G2 0 TG FR AR |2 TS TG A1 A | OIS 2787 % ]
fBTE TR SRR & R I FHoIS IR ©ITR 915 27 | P et wifeed
T T R GRS el | T e S ohR 02 AR (963 G ofE
0%, 03 TR A RS (2 33 60 | St Codf s wpiofa seefin 2femrs

T4 (% e O [ 3 T, @3 i | 1S wene e
TR T Gofet S B (2 AR AT ST R SIS e
YA oo B AQ-7FS! THR I3 ST ‘Cuiture and Heritage'
YA PR AR 1 Rreraes AGHRworeers @ afd 09 091y, “brother
historions, I invite you all to study the culture and herigage of Assam "
(Indian History Congress Twenty Second Session, Gauhati,1959) Z.,
Assam is now an integral part of India. Its situation on the easternmost
frontier in immediate proximiety to such independent foreign states as
the Empire of China, the country of Burma, the Kingdom of Bhutan,
and Eastern Pakistan, has endowed it with stratagic importance to the
whole of India. A thorough knowledge of Assam is therefore a matter
of vital necessity to Indians in general and to the people of the province
in particular.” (Indian History Congress, Gauhati. 1959)

AR TSRS AT IR @RI, TIR eret @ts e #Q
ERIA, (ST T TR SR TR Af57 5 +5R0S TR R
(®6 offfs Coren S MR GNY, 7BA TR FIATH SANSA R 7ZETS {11
Bferr R | (0€ 7 (8 AR BT eo1S 1S RO 53 FAR 5F
if SR o o7 w1 SIS T G e o «AifeE |

0% TFES SRS 78 7 G o o B «aa B @resm €
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Presidential Address by S.K. Bhuyan, M.P..

M.A, B.L. (Cal.), Ph.D. (Lond.), D.Lit. (Lond.).

at the Modemn History Section of

Fifteenth INDIAN HISTORY CONGRESS SESSION
held at Gwalior on December 1952



Indian History Congress
Modern History Section

Ladics and Gentlemen,

1 am grateful to you for the honour you have bestowed on me
by asking me to preside over the Modern History Section at this
fifteenth session of the Indian History Congress. I have been a
lonely worker trying to unfold the history of an obscure corner of
India. Publicity was outside the orbit of my activities as I considered
work to be its own publicity; nor had limelight entered into the
sphere of my achievements. But I have been animated throughout
my life by a religious zeal to let the world know the great and good
things of Assam which forms an integral part of Mother India. |
am sure, it is in the way of recognition of my humble labours in
the field of history that you have honoured me with the privilege
of presiding over your deliberations.

But in taking my stand before you I am seized with a feeling
which amounts almost to diffidence. I am not a professed studen!
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or a trained teacher of history like many of you assembled here. 1
had to earn my bread by teaching Shakespeare and Milton. But
history has been my beloved pursuit to which 1 have consecrated
all my thoughts and my energy.

Since the Indian History Congress met last at Jaipur we have
lost some distinguished workers in the field of Indology. Sri
Brajendranath Bandopadhyaya of Calcutta died a few months ago.
His was a life of ceaseless devotion to the cause of historical
learning as will be known from his numerous papers read at the
different sessions of the Indian Historical Records Commission,
and his contributions to Bengal : Past and Present. and the
vernacular journals of Bengal, and his history of the Begums of
Bengal published in English.

Assam has also her own share of bereavement. Only six weeks
ago we lost Dr. Banikanta Kakati, a brilliant product of Calcutta
University, a literary critic and philologist of rare acumen, and an
interpreter of the social and religious history of Eastern India.

In January 1952, died Srijut Radhakanta Handique at the ripe
old age of 95. He made liberal donations for promoting the cause
of education and learning and it was through his munificence that
the Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies in Assam
obtained a permanent building for the location of its office and
library of manuscripts and printed books.

Amongst the notable achievements, mention may be made of
Colonel R.H. Phillimore's two volumes of the Historical Records
of the Survey of India, packed with valuable information and
Citations of sources which can be explored by generations of
scholars interested in the early phase of British administration in
India. Dr. N.K. Singha has brought out the long-awaited volume
of records containing the correspondence between Fort William
and India House. Though it is the story of the administration of
Governor Verelst, 1967-69, the records, in the words of the
reviewer Prof. P.C. Gupta, are indispensable for writing an adequate
history of the company's early rule in Bengal. The Ministry of
Defence are bringing out two volumes of the history of the Indian
Armed Forces in World War I1. Though there have been several
Publications relating to the history of the Indian Army the present
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series represents a laudable attempt to write a part of that history
in a systematic manner under the direct auspices of our
countrymen. India is awaiting the result of the project initiated by
the Government of India for compiling a history of the Freedom
Movement.

The history of the period with which this section is mainly
concerned has been dealt with by many distinguished historians
both British and Indian. The materials at our disposal are
voluminous and almost endless. Correspondence played an
important part in the Government of the East India Company on
account of the distance between the administrators in India and
the authorities at home. It is a good sign that steps have been taken
to publish some of these materials which can be used for scientific
reconstruction of Indian History by future investigators.

The main trends of the history of this period have been examined

by scholars undoubtedly more qualified than myself, and I cannot
adfPa word to them. But I feel that one aspect has not been brought
out in a pronounced manner. Now that we are independent we can
afford to engage ourselves in self-scrutiny in oider that this self-
scrutiny may produce a beneficent result in future. We have to
answer the question. how was it that a handful of foreign traders
could establish their political supremacy in India so rich in
resources and man-power? Some will attribute their success to 4
superior navy and a superior strategy. Though the foreigners could
draw upon their naval strength the conflicts were not coastal or
maritime; and foreign strategy was effective because the soil was
fertile for its successful implantaion. How was it that the Marathas,
the Rajputs and the Sikhs, Hyderabad and Mysore could not pool
their resources together for counteracting the designs of the
foreigners, and for establishing a strong power to replace that of
the tottering Timurids?

The answer leads me to a story in the old history of Assam. King
Rajeswar Singha, 1751-69, was sitting in his amusemeat paviolion
watching games, contests and dances in a vast field in front of him.
There was a great concourse of people, and the king was seized
with the apprehension as to what the assembled crowd could not
do if they aimed at any mischief. He expressed his fears to his chief
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executive Kirti Chandra Barbarua. The shrewd official pointed out
that the king's fears were baseless as two men could never be united
into one. It was India's incapacity to unite and adopt concerted
measures that, led to its servitude for nearly 200 years. The effect
was marvellous when India offered a united resistance to its foreign
masters under the inspiration and guidance of Mahatma Gandhi.
culminating in the recovery of our long-lost independence in 1947
I will implore historians, scholars, poets, journalists, artists, and
all and sundry, who form a part of the great Indian nation, to do all
that is in their power in order to foster the spirit of unity so that
India may never undergo again the consquences of disintegration
and divided political ambitions. In the reconstruction of history
there should be no mincing of matters and no attempt to wash out
our faults; our blunders and pitfalls should be thoroughly analysed
so that their repetition may be averted. I would request them to
remember the saying of Confucius: "The inferior man blames
others, the superior man blames hiself". Periodic introspection 1s
good for the spiritual health of an indiviual as well as of a nation.
I am one of those who believe in the existence of a divine
programme in all human relations and endeavours. India suffered
the humiliation of enslavement, and it is a common question as to
why a spirtual-minded and civilised nation like the Indians should
be subjected to the humiliation. India's heritage 1s glorious and
magnetic. It has enriched the blood of China and of South-East
Asia; its message of peace and good-will has even in this age of
conflicting ideologies elicited the admiration of the great countries
of the world. The ocean that had girdled the Indian sub-continent
had offered a barrier for its free intercourse with the western world.
The West now came to India and saw for itself what India stands
for; and it should be admitted that western scholars were amongst
the pioneers to interpret India's culture and civilisation to the rest
of mankind. India in her own way has seen for itself what the West
has to give. The intense realism of western thought and practice
has not failed to influence the Indian mind, and India which had
been over-spiritual in the past has imbibed from the West many
¢lements of practical code of life. The West has not very much
assimilated India's ideology till now, though there is a feeling that
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it is drawing their attention more pointedly as an instrument of
peace and international amity. India has thus become complete,
its spiritual nature being reinforced by the science and realism of
the West. With this over-all completeness India is bound to emerge
triumphant in its future undertakings in all spheres. It may be said
that the price we paid for this contact was exorbitant. India became
impoverished, but it has got a wonderful capacity for recoupment,
and its eternal wealth lies in the Himalayas and the monsoons of
which it can never be deprived: Besides, during this period of opr
western contact India has become politically unified by virtue of
a common administration and a common language, and
independent India has been able to march ahead with the
advantages appertaining to a united territory. Let us look into the
future and shape it on the basis of what we possess both in strength
and in weakness.

he old conception of history has become entirely changed.
HiStory was for long a record of the transactions of the rulers; and
in fact an Assamese monarch, King Siva Singha, 1714-44,
distinctly instructed his historiographer that "the histories of his
predecessors should be compiled, the succession of the Ahom
monarchs mentioned in detail, and that the history should only
contain the names and transactions of the Swargadeos or Kings".
Rulers are now regarded as representatives and symbols of the
nation, and therefore new elements like the condition of the masses
and the progress of art and literature have entered into the texture
of historial reconstruction.

I for myself will not be satisfied by merely giving a picture of
the externals of a nation; and I would ask historians to explore how
moral superiority has led to the peace, prosperity and solidarity of
a nation, and how moral degradation has been the cause of its
downfall and decay. It will be seen that a country has gone to the
depth of political ruination because its morals are too low, because
selfishness plays an important part in the day-to-day actions of its
rulers and nobles, because they can not subordinate themselves
to the interests of their country. A nation may be well-equipped
with all the paraphernalia of success in arms, but defeat is sure 1f
its commanders are corrupted at the sight of an ass laden with gold
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coming from the opposite quarters, if its officials justify iniquities
by sophistries and subterfuges, if the poeple lose confidence in
their security, and if their expectations of justice are blurred by
apprehensions to the contrary. History will show that the welibeing
of a nation has been dependent on an all-pervasive moral force.
on rigid elimination of unjustness and selfishness in the minutest
details of administration.

Of all the countries of the world, India has the greatest
opportunities for the enforcement of this moral order. It has been
enjoined in its scriptures and classics, in its religious code and the
daily worship of the people. The great emperor Asoka engraved
moral teachings in his edicts on rocks and pillars. Moral
degradation on the part of India will doubtless be a nullification
of our glorious heritage and culture. I will therefore ask my brother
historians to emphasise on this aspect of things so that India may
tread on careful grounds in order to avert the tragedies which befell
us in the past.

The saints of India have not as yet received the attention they
deserve at the hands of our academic historians though their lives
and teachings are a very powerful instrument for the strengthening
of our moral fervour and for the propagation of the message of
peace and brotherhood. Their influence on the life and society of
the masses has been deep, enduring and extensive; and its study
will give us a genuine picture of the evolution of Indian
rationalism. Monographs on each one of our saints can be compiled
on scientific lines for which there are plenty of materials in the
shape of contemporary literature, traditions, relics and monuments.
What can be more inspiring than the fact that both Hindus and
Muslims quarrelled over the possession of the mortal remains of
their master Kabir for performing the funeral obsequies according
to their respective customs? Similarly, men and women of different
faiths, from the highest to the lowest, sought the blessings of the
great Muslim saint Niazmuddin Aulia. Each of our saints, living
on the droppings into his begging bowl and clad in the scantiest
habiliments, was a monarch in the spiritual sphere, and his life has
shed a more beneficent and far-reaching influence upon his age
4nd posterity than that of many and anointed head of the temporal
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order.

In our own field of historical activities a lessening of sustained
efforts has been clearly perceptible in recent years. As my
predecessors have often remarked. and as we have all experienced,
historical research is a matter of expense. The results are
unremunerative from the economic point of view. Living is
becoming gradually harder on account of the rise in the price of
essential commodities. The historical workers. however earnest
he may be, is tempted to abandon his unprofitable chase and ¢ake

“to labours where the needed money may be obtained. The great
personalities who are with us till now belong practically to the past;
and there is a marked paucity of devoted workers among the new
generation. The Indian History Congress representing the interests
of historical research should, in my opinion, take up the question
of evolving practical measures which will attract talented young

en to the field. Preferments in the hierarchy of academic
appointments may come sometimes as a reward for original work:
but this is not always the case. Preferments depend on many factors.
and approved capacity for substained work and scientific
reconstruction may not always carry weight in selection to higher
positions. Of course, love of learning has its own merit; but, in
Shakespeare's words, we must have "our cakes and ale". The
Government can come to our rescue directly, or through the
numerous Universities, educational institutions and research
organisations. Unless something tangible is done in this direction
the genuine worker will be tempted to seek fresh woods and
pastures new.

The object of the Indian History Congress is to produce an
atmosphere in which historical investigations may thrive properly
and steadly. Continued application to historical pursuits may
appear repelling to people who have neither the time nor the
equipment to engage themselves in it. The real historian's work
must be supplemented by ancillary workers. They can pave the
way for future historians by collecting materials and compiling
works which are not purely historical. India has been very earnes!
and active in the domain of political warfare during the last thirt}
years; many great deeds have been done, and many great patriots
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have worked and died in the cause of India's liberation. The
accounts of these events and these patriots have nolt caome out as
profusely as they ought to have come. There are still amongst us
the stalwart participants and eye-witnessess, and narratives
complied by them will be of immense value to the future historian
mspite of the possibility that the narratives will be tinged by
sentiments and emotions inseparable from proximity.

We may refer particularly to the history of the greatest period
of the national movement, under Mahatma Gandhi. Several
hiographies and some reminiscences have come out; but we wish
that some academic historian will compile a history of Mahatma
Gandhi and his times so that it may be a distinct work of scientific
reconstruction. Amongst the co-workers and disciples of the
Mahatma there is a galaxy of talents still living; and the Indian
History Congress should approach them to write out their personal
reminiscences in order that the spirit of the great movement with
all its attendant details may be preserved and transmitted to
posterity.

The great Mahatma himself is believed to be abundantly
tepresented in his writings and in contemporary literature, but his
utterances made on different occasions to different individuals and
aroups and the little incidents of his life occurring 1n different
orners of India have still to be recorded. His contemporaries arc
not immortal, and it will be regrettable if they have to leave the
sorld before they have handed down the story of their contacts
with Mahatmaji. As you all know, soon after the Mahaparinirvana
ot Lord Buddha his eminent disciples gathered together at
Rajagriha and recorded the Master's sayings and instructions and
+onstituted them into the Tripitakas. | have always been wondering
4s to why the disciples and co-workers of Bapuji could not meet
in different places and record all that they had seen and heard in
their contacts with the Mahatma. Time is flitting, and there should
"™ no delay. The resources of the sovereign republic of India are
-ertainly more extensive then those of Ajatasatru, king of Magadha,
under whose patronage the First Buddhist Council was held. The
“ork undertaken by the Gandhi National Memorial Trust to
Perpetuate the living presence of Bapuji is epical. historic and
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unprecedented.

The greatest landmark in the history of modern India is
undoubtedly the attainment of our long-lost independence
preceded by a non-violent struggle in which India's moral strength
was brought to full play under the leadership of the Father of the
Nation. The moral outlook thus invigorated has become visible in
the idealistic trends of the administration both in its domestic affairs
and its foreign relations. It has synchronised with the growing
popularity of Buddhism as an easily comprehensible code of
correct conduct in thought, speech and action. Buddhism has come
back to the land of its nativity after centuries of sojourn in
neighbouring lands. The installation of the relics of the two chief
disciples of Lord Buddha— Arahans Sariputta and Moggallarfo—
— at Sanchi Vihara last month be speaks the fervency of India's love
and respect for the message of the Tathagata. We only regret that
Buddhism did not stay all the time in India. Just imagine the lessons
of peace and brotherhood, of forbearance and love which
generations of our countrymen would have learnt and practised.
angd the sorrows which would have been assuaged if the Indian

d had passed through the simple and matter-of-fact teachings
enshrined in the literature of Buddhism. Signs are not wanting to
show that the coming centuries will witness the rallying of the
progressive mind of the world round the banner of Ahimsa and
Metta— non-violence and love— which the study of Buddhism
kindles in the hearts of humanity.

Brother historians, I would venture to draw your attention to
the inadequate representation of the subject of Indian History in
the curriculum of our University studies. It does not generally find
a place in the Intermediate stage; it is taken up by a limited number
of students going up for the B.A. and M.A. Examinations. A large
majority of our Indian students can thus obtain the highest degrees
of a University with only a smattering of the knowledge of Indian
History acquired durinng their school days. Now the Government
of the country is in the hands of our own poeple, and every citizen
must take an intelligent interest in its affairs to ensure its welfare
and prosperity. But, how can one do so if he does not possess a
critical knowledge of the country's past on which the present is
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based? In this audience their are many scholars associated with
diffierent Universities, and 1 would request them to consider
whether Indian History could not be made a compulsory subject
tor the Intermediate and Degree Examinations in Arts as well as in
Science.

I must refer to a regrettable experience which must have fallen
to the lot of us all in one shape or other. A historian, after strenuous
labour on his part, unearths a fact and writes and account thereof.
Another man repeats that fact in a compilation of his own without
acknowledging his indebtedness. The second writer sometimes
quotes the authorities, cited by the first. without having seen or
consulted them for hiself. I am told that an eminent Indian scholar
gave up the habit of citing references lest a subsequent writer
mentions them without first-hand examination. This hesitation to
asknowledge one's indebtedness amounts certainly to intellectual
dishonesty; and no credit should ever be given to a performance
which bears evidence of this unscholarly and discourteous
practice. An author is naturally reluctant to seek the protection of
law for remedies against infringement of copyright; this does not
mean that one should take advantage of another man's labours and
appropriate the credit to himself.

As a worker in the field of Assam History I cannot resist the
temptation of saying a few words about it. Assam has been an
organic part of India from time immemorial. It is mentioned in the
Ramayana, the Mahabharata and the Puranas, and the classics
and inscriptions of northern India.

No Asoka pillar has yet been discovered in Assam. There are
however traces to show that it had once been swayed by the
mfluence of Buddhism. Remote from the main currents of thought
In Aryyavarta, Assam has evolvod a code of life in a sort of semi-
tsolation. The non-Aryan tribes, both inside the state and on its
trontiers. have contributed towards the growth of a unique culture
and civilisation. Recorded materials are plentiful. specially from
the thirteenth century when the Ahom first conquerred the
province. The Assamese chronicles, known as Buranjis. throw light
not only on the history of Assam but on the history of India as well.
There were distinct monographs on the Muslim conquerors of India
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complied so early as the seventeenth century. Many phases of
Indian History come out in the diplomatic letters exchanged
between Assam and the Mogul courts. Some of these sources have
been published; but a voluminous mass of materials is still to be
published for which workers and money are urgently needed.

The story of Assam of the modern period is mostly of the same
tenure as that of other parts of India. The disintegration of the Mogul
empire after the death of Emperor Aurangazeb had its
repercussions in Assam. King Rudra Singha, 1696-1714, after
having brought the neighbouring states within his hegemony wrote
letters to the Rajas of Hindusthan seeking their co-operation in his
plan to invade Mogul India, In one such letter the Assam king
wrote—— "Reports have been received that owing to the hdstile
conduct of the Moguls the religion of the Vedas is not receiving
any protection. If you are interested in the counteraction of this
situation then you should consult your nobles and supporters and
inform me of your resources and the extent to which you can help
me." The Hindu Rajas wrote back that they would support the

atriotic enterprise of the king of Assam as they had become tired
& saluting the Moguls. Rudra Singha collected an army of four
lacs, and halted for sometime at Gauhati to perfect his preparations.
but he died there in September 1714, just on the eve of marching
into Bengal.

His successor Siva Singha was not able to push forward the
unfulfilled scheme of his ambitious father. About the year 1756.
the French merchant and soldier J.B. Chevalier who had gone to
Assam on a trading excursion was prevented from leaving his boat.
and was made to return to Bengal without setting his foot on the
soil of Assam.

Peace reigned in Assam up to the year 1969, and no European.
not even the great geographer Major James Rennell was allowed
to enter the kingdom.

Assam’s relations with the East India Company commenced
from the year 1771 when the Court of Directors first accepted the
desirability of establishing a commercial intercourse and instructed
the Government of Fort William to adopt the necessary measures
The relations continued till the year 1826 when Assam passed into
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the hands of the company by the treaty to Yandabo, concluded
on the termination of the war with the Burmese who had acquired
possession of the country four years earlier.

The people of Assam were grateful to the British for having
relieved them of the oppressions and ravages of the preceding
period. But when they found that the British had firmly entrenched
themselves in Assam having first entered it for the purpose of
expelling the Burmese, they took steps, though abortively, to get
nd of their new masters. "The inhabitants of Upper Assam", wrote
David Scott, the first Commissioner, "are far from being reconciled
to our rule, and it may be expected that the higher classes will
continue to cherish hopes and engage in schemes for the re-
estblishment of the ancient form of Government under a native
prince”. Things happened as expected. There were several
uprisings which were however suppressed, and the principal
leaders executed or sentenced to banishment. In May 1831, Scott
urged that "by establishing a native prince and end will be put to
the plots and intrigues, and we shall without loss of revenue avoid
the odium necessarily attached to the exclusion of the royal family,
the depression of the nobles, the neglect of the national religion
and the disgust occasioned by frequent executions for criminal
offences of a popular character”". Raja Purandar Singha was in
consequence installed as a tributiory ruler of Upper Assam, but
he was deposed in 1838 for his inability to fully pay up the
stipulated amount.

During the Sepoy Mutiny, the dispossesed princes and nobles
again raised their head and rallied round Puranddar Singha’s
grandson Kandarpeswar Singha, whom they now planned to set
up on the throne. The plot was soon detected: the prince was put
under detention and sent down to Bengal as an externee. Maniram
Dewan who had encouraged the plot by despatching emissaries
and epistles from Calcutta was arrested and hanged together with
the prince’s local adviser and friend Mahes Chandra Sarma Barua.
Other accomplices were sentennced to transportation or
imprisonment.

From the transfer of the Company s territories to the Crown in
1858 Assam enjoyed the fruits of peaceful administration though

* 59¢



there were sporadic manifictations of discontent here and there.
The Assamese put their heart and soul into the national movement
under the leadership of Mahatma Gandhi. The movement
permeated the masses, and women also gallantly participated in
the common effort for gaining the independence of the Country.

The most notable feature in the history of Assam is the fact that
it had enjoyed sovereignity while the rest of India was subjected
to foreign domination, and Assam was one of the last provinces to
be occupied by the British. Assam was therefore able to develop
itself on its own national lines. The nobles patronised literature,
art and religion. and the political leaders evolved and perfected
measures for the successful resistance of foreign invaders. Assam’s
cultural live and its social and political outlook were basell on
intense realism; and the manner in which its people devised
methods of utilising their resources to the full advantage was an
achievement of great significance. It is desirable that the versatility
and vigour of the Assamese people which came into being in
consequence of their long-continued independence, and which
i so extensively represented in their literature and their ecomonic

d social systems should be the subject of special investigation
at the hands of our historians, and it will be soon realised that the
way in which Assam solved its political problems will be a source
of inspiration and guidance to the rest of India.

Assam has also got its own quota of historians. Dr. John Peter
Wade and Dr. Francis Buchanan-Hamilton were interested in
Assam when it was still independent. After British occupation.
Assam’s principal historians were Capt. Pemberton, Robinson.
Johnstone, Mackenzie, Col. Shakespeare, and Gait, besides a
number of writers whose contributions are mostly buried in the
pages of oriental journals. Amongst the Assamese historians
mention may be made of Kasinath Tamuli Phukan, Maniram
Dewan, Harakanta Barua and Gunabhiram Barua. and a number
of workers who are still on the stage, the most outstanding
compiliations in recent years being Srijut Benudhar Sharma’s Life
of Maniram Dewan and Dr. Birinchi Kumar Barua’s Cultural
History of Assam. Srijut Krishna Kanta Handiqui’s book on the
Jaina classic Jasastilaka is a remarkable contribution on the history
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of medieval India.

There are several institutions in Assam for the avowed purpose
of promoting historical studies. The Assam Government
Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies has collected a
large number of manuscripts, transcripts and rare books on Assam.
and has brought out several old chronicles or Buranjis as well as
constructive historical compilations. The Kamarupa Anusandhan
Samiti, or the Assam Research Society, possesses a valuable
collection of old Assamese manuscripts: it also publishes a journal
which is appreciated in learned circles in India. The old relics of
Assam are permanentle housed in the speacious halls and corridors
of the Assam Provincial Museum. A number of teachers and
students are engaged in historical research under the auspices of
the new University of Gauhati. These four institutions are situated
at Gauhati. At Shillong, the capital of the State, good work 1s being
done by the Shillong Historical Society which holds occasional
discourses on historical subjects.

| hope 10 be excused for the length of my reference to Assam.
hut 1 crave your indulgence because I feel that Assam has so many
¢ood things and they are so little known.

In conclusion, I would request all historians to realise the part
thev can effectively play in the rehabilitation of India. The destiny
ol our country should not be left to the hands of politicians alone.
tHistorians are trained in estimating the unrefutable logic of
ceography, and the operation of the law of cause and effect They
«an tuke a detached view of situations of the law of cause and effect.
and can predict the shape of things to come. This training and this
detachment should be harnessed for the correct evaluation of
vroblems the real character of which cannot always be gauged by
nohticians who are absorbed too deeply in the discovery ol
immediate solutions and remedies.

I ¢t the aim and purpose of historians be extended towards a
wider horizon; and instead of merely providing materials for
eaching and discussion in class-rooms let them also plant
milestones to record our achievements, guide-posts to direct us
“n the road to our destination, and signs of caution to warn us
2dinst impending catastrophes.
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INDIAN HISTORY CONGRESS

TWENTY-SECOND SESSION
Gsuhatl, Decomber 1959,

Addras of the Prosident Loval Hhisinry Sochien

Bruther Histerians, Ladiar'tad Gentlemen preveat,
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Address of the President

Local History Section
Indian History Congress
Twenty-Second Session, Gauhati, December, 1959

Brother Historians, Ladies and Gentlemen present,

[ thank you from the bottom of my heart for having asked me

preside over the Local History Section of the twenty-second
session of the Indian History Congress held at Gauhati. In doing
this honour to me you have honored all workers in the field of
historical investigation relating to the state of Assam. It is in the
fitness of things that there should be a section in each session of
the Indian History Congress devoted to the past history of the
province where the session is held. This is more appropriate in the
case of Assam which has unlimited possibilities of historical
research, to which the attention of Indian historians should be
drawn, because the facts of Assam history if properly
disseminated will convince our countrymen in India and our
fellow human beings in other parts of the world that the people
of Assam are inheritors of great achievements in the political as
well as in the cultural and spiritual fields. The knowledge of these
achievements is practically confined to the four corners of the
state. It is a good sign that our countrymen in India are gradually
taking interest in the heritage and glory of Assam. The fixation of
the venue of the twenty second session of the Indian History
Congress in Assam is a visible symbol of this growing interest
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I welcome you all, brother historians, to Gauhati and Assam.
where you will see nature in all her luxuriance and grandeur, and
4lso monuments of its past greatness. This is not the first occasion
that scholars and savants have set their feet on the sacred soil of
Assam. So early as the seventh century A.D.. the Chinese pilgrim
Hieun Tsiang found that ‘the king is found of learning and the
people are so likewise in imitation of him, Men of high talent from
distant regions, seeking after office, visit his dominions’. In an
mscription of King Ratnapala of the eleventh century, the capital
of Kamarupa is described as being ‘adorned by learned men.
rehgious preceptors and poets who have made it their place of
resort, just as the sky is adorned by Mercury, Jupiter and Venus.’
Coming to later times, we find the great ruler of Cooch Behar,
King Naranarayan, inviting to his court all the Pundits of Bengal
and Kamarupa, and commissioning them to translate Sanskrit
Classics into Assamese, ‘so that the books will be read by women
and Sudras in the present age, and by Brahmans in later times; it
1s only by this means that the scriptures can be prevented from
loss in this Kali-yuga'. King Rudra Singha of Assam invited to his
court the Brahmans and Pundits of Bengal, and sent them back
with rich presents, and those who could not come had presents
sent to them in Bengal. The king's courtesy to scholars can be
tudged from the manner in which he rescued a visiting Pundit
from embarrassement. A Pundit from Tripura, Rameswar
Nyayalankar, came to Assam in charge of a diplomatic mission;
Jaigopal, the Pundit of King Rudra Singha's court, took advantage
of his presence amidst them, and entered into a dialectical contest
with him. The discussion having assumed some degree of
dmimation, the king intervened and said, ‘Rameshwar
\yayalankar Bhattacharyya has come her in the role of an
umbassador; the contest would have been proper if he had come
here as a Pundit.’

We in Assam have always honoured learned men for we know
that by honoring honorable men we honour ourselves. Brother
historians, you have come to this land of glorious traditions; and
we feel proud of your presence here in our midst. We thank the
authorities for having invited the History Congress to Assam,
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which has given an opportunity for the congregation of such a
galaxy of talents from all parts of India and even from outside
India.

Assam was, and is still to some extent, and unknown country,
and desire for information about the kingdom was in evidence
even during the days of the East India Company. Lord Cornwallis
while sending and expedition to Assam which was then
independent, asked the leader of the expedition Captain Thomas
Welsh to collect all possible information about the kingdom. This
information is embodied in Captain Welsh’s despatches, and in
the sustained compilations about Assam’s history and geography
by Dr. John Peter Wade, the Surgeon attached to the expedition.
Dr. Buchanan Hamilton wrote 4 very valuable account of Assarp
in 1807-14 with the help of the information collected by him from
the Assamese refugees whom he met in Goalpara and Rungpore.

Assam passed into the hands of the East India Company in
1826 by the Treaty of Yandabo. There is a large mass of historical
materials in the despatches of Assam’s first Commissioner David
Scott; besides, he compiled a short history of Assam based on the
Buggnjis, and his report on slavery in Assam is a piece of genuine
historical contribution. In 1831-32, Captain Francis Jenkins and
Captain Richard Boileau Pemberton toured in Assain, Khasi Hills
and Manipur, and collected information about the resources and
products of these territories. A microfilm copy of their report has
recently been obtained by Gauhati University through the
courtesy of the authorities of the India Office Library. Jenkins
visited Upper Assam in 1838 in his capacity as Commissioner,
and he met the ruling tributary Raja Purandar Singha and the
faineant members of the Ahom royal family; he also made a
thorough survey of the economic condition of the villagers. The
diary of this tour, a transcript of which is in the Department of
Historical and Antiquarian Studies, will be useful to all who are
interested in the study of the condition of the province
immediately after its occupation by the British. At the instance of
Jenkins, and account of Aassam was compiled in 1841 by William
Robinson. A number of writers contributed articles on different
aspects of Assam in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal,

S0 ¢ FIR Gl



and other oriental magazines.

But the first organised effort to institute and enquiry into the
ancient history of Assam was made in the year 1894. The measure
was first taken up during the Chief Commissionership of Sir
William Ward, and pushed forward by his successor Sir Charles
James Lyall. The prime mover in this matter was Mr. (afterwards
Sir) Edward Gait, I.C.S. The Department of Ethnography was
established in 1894, with Mr. Gait as its first Honorary Director.
He drew up a scheme for the collection of ccins, inscriptions,
historical documents, quasi-historical writings, religious works
and traditions; and District Officers and Heads of Departments
were requested to furnish all possible assistance. As a result of the
operations undertaken in pursuance of this plan, the Government
of Assam collected during the following years a large quantity of
materials for historical investigation. The results of this measure
are embodied in Mr. Gait’s Report on the Progress of Historical
Research in Assam, published in 1897. He worked at the
collected materials, and compiled his monumental single-volume
History of Assam which was first published in 1906. Mr. Gait left
Assam in 1898. The impetus he gave to historical research in
Assam will be enshrined for ever in the memory of the people. It
may be added, that as Lieutenant-Governor of Bihar and Orissa
he was chiefly instrumental in establishing a research society in
that province.

The Ethnography Department began to busy itself with the
compilation and publication of monographs on the tribes of
Assam, and the volumes published hitherto have proved useful
both for the purpose of administration and anthropological
studies. The following tribes are represented in the series : The
Mikirs, by E. Stack and Sir Charles James Lyall; Kacharis, by R.S.
Endle; Khasis, by P.R.T. Gurdon; Garos, by A. Playfair; Naga
Tribes of Manipur, and Meithis, by T.C. Hodson; Ao Naga Tribe
of Assam, by W.C. Smith; Lhota Nagas, Ao Nagas and Rangma
Nagas, by J.P. Mills; Angami, Angami Nagas, and Sema Nagas.
by J.H. Hutton; Lushei-Kuki Clans, by J. Shakespeare; Lakhers,
by N.E. Parry; and Thadou Kukis, by W. Shaw. Dr. Verrier Elwin
is continuing the tradition by compiling several informative
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volumes about the tribes of the North-East Frontier Agency. Col.
Gurdon collected materials for compiling a volume on the
Ahoms, and he proposed to work upon them after his retirement,
but he could not do so on account of failing health. His note on
the Ahoms, contributed to Hastings’s Encyclopedia of Religion
and Ethics, and a few stray articles in journals however give some
basic information on the subject.

The part played by the American Baptist Mission which first
came to Assam in 1836 was a very notable one. It collected a
number of old historical manuscripts three of which, viz.,
Kamrupar Buranji, Purani Assam Buranji, and Lakshmi
Singhar Buranji were published serially in the pages of the
Mission’s Assamese magidzine Arunoday. The Mission,also
published a history of Assam, compiled by Radhanath Barbarua
and Kasinath Tamuli Phukan at the instance of Maharaja Purandar
Singha.

Very valuable articles on the history of Assam were published
in the Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. Henry Blochmann
contributed a paper on Assam and Cooch Behar giving a

mmary of the relevant portions of the Akbarnama,
adishahnama and Fathiyahi-Ibryiah. A.F. Rudolf Hoernle
gave scientific descriptions of the copperplate grants of several
kings of Kamarupa. One going through the pages of the old issues
of the J.A.S.B. will be struck by the variety and richness of the
information about Assam embodied in the articles contributed to
it.

The role of Bengali writeis in unearthing the past history of
Assam is significant. Rangalal Banerji made an attempt to identify
certain tribes of the Puranas with those noticed in Dalton's
Ethnology of Bengal. Ramkumar Vidyaratna published an
account of Assam containing a historical and an economic
survey; he also inserted a number of the texts of old inscriptions.
Tarachand Chakravarti wrote a review of Haliram Dhekial
Phukan’s History of Assam in Bengali first published in 1829.
Jogesh Chandra Datta compiled an account of the old relics of
Kamarupa with reproductions of the texts of several copper-plate
and rock inscriptions. M.N. Ghose published an account of the
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religious beliefs of the Assamese people, and Nagendra Nath
Basu of the social history of Kamrup. Khan Choudhury Amanat-
ullah Khan compiled in Bengali a history of Cooch Behar which
throws ample light on the relations of that state with Assam.
Mahamahopadhyaya Padmanath Bhattacharyya first brought to
light the copper-plate grant of Kumar Bhaskaravarman, king of
Kamarupa, generally known as the Nidhanpur Copper-plate. He
collected and published, with editorial elucidation, all the copper-
plate inscriptions of ancient Kamarupa under the title Kamrup
Sasanavali and it has become an indispensable source-material
for all who attempt to reconstruct the ancient history of Assam.

The Assamese people are renowned for their devoted passion
for knowledge of their country’s past. They developed the
practice of recording all important events that happened in the
country. The records were mainly compiled under official
auspices, and they are known as Buranjis. They are invaluable for
reconstructing the past history, not only of Assam, but also of
other parts of India. The Buranjis contain accounts of Assam'’s
relations with Mogul India, and the neighbouring states. We have
Buranjis dealing with the rulers of Delhi. A very valuable account
of Tripura was compiled in 1724 A.D. by the two Assamese
ambassadors who led the diplomatic missions to that state during
the years 1710 to 1715.

It is therefore natural that the past history of Assam should be
investigated into by assamese scholars. The results of their
labours have been published to some extent in book-form, but
unfortunately, most of them still lie buried in the pages of
contemporary journals. An attempt has been made recently to
compile a list of historical articles contributed by assamese
scholars to magazines and periodicals. Of Assamese historical
scholars who are no longer in the land of the living, mention may
be made of : Haliram Dhekial Phukan, Radhanath Barbarua and
Kasinath Tamuli Phukan, Maniram Datta Barbhandar Barua
Dewan. Gunabhiram Barua, Harakanta Sarma Barua Sadar-amin,
Visweswar Vaidyadhipa and Dutiram Hazarika. Indibar Barua and
Upendra Nath Barua, Benudhar Rajkhowa, Ananda Chandra
Agarwala, Rajani Kumar Padmapati. Ratneswar Mahanta,
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Sonaram Choudhury, Hem Chandra Goswami, Lakshminath
Bezbarua, Padmanath Gohian Barua, Hiteswar Barbarua, Sarat
Chandra Goswami, Banikanta Kakati, Kanaklal Barua,
Khetradhar Bargohain, Kaliram Medhi, Sarveswar Kataki,
Bhramar Chandra Saikia, Rajanikanta Bardoloi, Golap Chandra
Barua, and Harinarayan Datta Barua. A full narrative of their
works will be a very valuable conribution to the study of the
progress of historical investigation in Assam.

A considerable number of scholars have now interested
themselves in historical investigation, and they have produced
works which throw light on different aspects of Assam’s history
and culture. Mention may be made of the thesis on Assam
subjects which have won for their writers the Doctorate degrees
of Universities.

Dr. Nagendra Nath Acharyya, Ph.D. (Lond.), The subject of
the thesis— The History of Medieval Assam, 1228-1603.

Dr. A. C. Banerji, Ph.D. (Cal.), The Eastern Frontier of British
India.

Dr. Aswini Kumar Barkakati, Ph.D. (Lond.), Local Self
Govgrnment in Assam.

r. Heramba Kanta Barpujari, Ph.D. (Lond.), British
Administration in Assam, 1826-45.

Dr. Birinci Kumar Barua, Ph.D (Lond.), A Cultural History of
Assam.

Dr. Sudhindra Nath Bhattacharya, Ph.D. (Cal.), A History of
Mughal North-East Frontier Policy.

Dr. Suryya Kumar Bhuyan, Ph.D. (Lond,), Anglo-Assamese
Relations. 1771-1826. D.Lit. (Lond).

Dr. Bhupendra Narayan Chaudhury, Ph.D. (Lond.), British
Rule in Assam, 1845-58.

Dr. Pratap Chandra Chaudhury, Ph.D. (Lond.), The History and
Civilisation of the People of Assam to the Twelfth Century A.D.

Dr. Hariprasanna Das, Ph.D. (Lond.), Forests in Assam : A
Study in Economic Geography.

Dr. Bhuban Mohan Das, D.Phil. (Cal.), Somatic Cariability
among some population of South Goalpara, Assam.

Dr. Prafulladatta Goswami, D.Phil. (Gau.), Folk-literature of
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Assam : Ballads and Marchen,

Dr. Prabhas Chandra Goswami, Ph.D. (Lond.), Economic
Development of Assam.

Dr. Banikanta Kakati, Ph.D. (Cal.), Assamese : Its Formation
and Development.

Dr. Rebati Mohan Lahiri, D.Phil (Cal.), Annexation of Assam.

Dr. Maheswar Neog, D.Phil (Gau.), Sankaradeva and His
Times.

Dr. Jagadish Narayan Sarkar, D.Phil. (Cal.), Life of Nawab Mir
Jumla.

Dr. Satyendra Nath Sarma, D.Phil. (Gau.), Vaisnava Institutions
of Assam.

Dr. Upendra Nath Goswami, D.Phil. (Gau.), The Kamrupi
Dialect of the Assamese Language.

There are other scholars who are working wholeheartedly in
the field of historical research, and mention may be made of Shri
Benudhar Sharma, Shri Rajmohan Nath, Shri Sarvananda Gohain
Rajkumar, Shri Keshab Narayan Datta, Shri Lila Gogoi. Shn
Padmeswar Gogoi, Shri Bhuban Chandra Handique. and Shri
Dimbeswar Neog.

There are several institutions now in Assam which are engaged
in the promotion of historical studies. The Kamarupa
Anusandhan Samiti, or the Assam Research Society, was
established in 1912. Its collection of old historical relics. potteries
and manuscripts formed the nucleus of the Assam State Museum.
The Museum has since been replenished by fresh collections, and
it has become a popular resort for scholars, students and the
general public. The Kamarupa Anusandhan Samiti also publishes
a journal which has been appreciated in learned circles in india.
The Assam Sahitya Sabha with its headquarter at Jorhat has
collected a large number of manuscripts and books on Assam,
and has published several old Assamese classics. lts annual
conferences are scenes of great enthusiasm and a historical
section is also held in each annual session. The Sabha has recently
published a collection of the presidential addresses in two
volumes, and it contemplates to publish the presidential speeches
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of the history section as well. The Assam Government
Department of Historical and Antiquarian Studies, established in
1928, has collected a large number of manuscripts, transcripts
and rare books on Assam, and has published several old
chronicles, and also constructive historical compilations. The
University of Gauhati has also taken all possible steps to promote
historical studies about Assam, and a number of scholars are
engaged in research under its auspices. A systematic attempt is
being made for the collection of old manuscripts, and old ballads;
folksongs and folktales. The Publication Bureau of the University
is arranging to publish old classics and historical compilations.
Historical societies and museums have also been started in
several parts of Assam. There appears to be a great deal, of
enthusiasm at present for exploring into its past history both
through institutional and individual efforts.

Facilities for research are available in the institutions named
above. The records of the Government of Assam deposited at the
secretariat Record Room at Shillong contain valuable documents
about the British period of Assam history. The Central State
Lhip'ary situated at the same place contains the early volumes of
th® J.A.S.B. and other oriental Journals where valuable
information can be obtained from the articles and notices
published in them. For researches into the past history of Assam,
scholars are induced to go to London where in the India Office
Library they can consult the old records and all published books
and reports on Assam. A number cf scholars from Assam have
worked for their doctoral thesis at the India Office Library, as
students of the School of Oriental and African Studies, under the
encouraging guidance of eminent historians like Professor C.H.
Philips, Prof. D.G. E. Hall, Dr. A.L. Basham, Mr. K. De B.
Codrington, Dr. K.A. Ballhatchet. and the late Professor H.H.
Dodwell. They never failed to bel moved by the traditional
courtesy which has so distinguished the staff of the Library and
of the school. The time has now come to build up in Assam a
central research centre where scholars can work with the help of
all needed recordes and published works.

Lastly, brother historians, I invite you all to study the culture
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and heritage of Assam. There was a complaint about the paucity
of books on the subject, but the complaint is no longer tenable at
present as there is a growing mass of printed materials. You will
see that physically remote, Assam was not outside the cultural
hegemony of Aryyavarta and Dakshinatya. Its inhabitants had
been influenced by the great religious upheavals that swept over
India. The Vaisnava movement in Assam conformed in basic
principles to the upsurge in the rest of India, but on the social side
it developed a form which established the equatity of all human
beings irrespective of their birth and origin. The mighty power of
the Timurids found a set back here in Assam as in Rajputana and
Maharashtra. Assam enjoyed its independence when most other
states in India had been brought under foreign yoke. It will be
realised that Assam’s civilisation is not a growth of the unilateral
type; it has evolved out of the twin threads of Aryan and non-
Aryan culture; and the repprochement which has been effected
in Assam will constitute an energising factor in India’s civilisation.

Assam is now an integral part of India. Its situation on the
easternmost frontier in immediate proximity to such independent
foreign states as the Empire of China, the Country of Burma, the
kingdom of Bhutan, and Eastern Pakistan, has endowed it with
strategic importance to the whole of India. A thorough knowledge
of Assam is therefore a matter of vital necessity to Indians in
general and to the people of the province in particular.

I thank you again for giving me an opportunity to say a few
words, and I am confident your visit to Assam will be followed
by world wide dissemination of the great and good things of our
little known province.

Dr. Suryya Kumar Bhuyan
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Address by the Vice Chancellor

Gauhati University
Fourth Convocation
November 11, 1959

Mr. Chancellor, Dr. Deshmukh, Young Graduates, and Ladies
and Gentlemen,

I, on behalf of the University, offer you a hearty welcome, Mr.
Chancellor, to preside over the fourth convocation of the
University of Gauhati. India is aware of your distinguished record
in the field of military leadership as is evidenced by the fact that
you rose to be the head of the Indian Army occupying the position
of the chief of the Army Staff. It is now less than a month that you
have assumed charge of the headship of the problem province of
Assam. Our University is fortunate that it has as its Chancellor a
personality of your varied talents and attainments.

I welcome Dr. C.D. Deshmukh who has so very kindly
accepted our invitation to address the convocation. We know how
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busy he is, preoccupied as he is in the welfare of the Universities
in India in his capacity as Chairman of the University Grants
Commission. He has acquired a wide recognition as an
administrator in different fields. His engrossment in solving the
intricacies of finance has not be dimmed his love of literature,
specially in the sphere of Sanskrit learning. He has found time to
expound the message of Mahatma Gandhi in Sanskrit verse.
Whenever I think of him I am reminded of William Ewart
Gladstone and Arthur James Balfour about whom it has been said
that had they not taken to public affairs as their life’s pursuit they
could have earned immortal fame for their scholarship and
creative production. As Chairman of the University Grants
Commission he occupies a vital position in the ‘quadrangular
partnership’ for the prometion of University education, the other
members of the partnership being the University authorities, the
teachers and the students. We are grateful to him for the sympathy
which he has been showing towards our young University. We
also welcome Mrs. Durgabai Deshmukh, Chairman of the central
Welfare Board, whose service in the struggle for independence
and for the uplift of Indian women are well-known in the country.
The demise of Shri Syed Fazl Ali, Governor of Assam and
Chancellor of this University, has cast a gloom over the hearts of
us all, and it has been deeply mourned all over India. Apart from
his attainments as a jurist and an administrator his sweetness and
warmth won the hearts of all who came in contact with him. He
presided over the third convocation of the University, and the
words he uttered on the occasion are still ringing in our ears.
We also mourn the loss of serveral gentlemen who were
closely associated with the University in one capacity or other,
and whose death has taken place during recent months— Dr. B.N.
Banerji, Principal of the Assam Medical College and Dean of the
faculty of Medicine; Professor R.R. Thomas, sometime Principal
of the Cotton College, and member of the Executive Council; Shri
Saphagat Mazid, Director of Agriculture, and member of the
Faculty of Agriculture; Shri Pratap Chandra Sarma, sometime
member of the Executive Council; Shri Bhavananda Datta,
Lecturer in philosophy, Gauhati University; and Shri S.
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Jambunathan, retired lecturer in English, Gauhati University.

The first convocation of the University was held in 1951, the
second in 1955, and the third in February 1959.The University
has now decided to make the convocation an annual function so
that the interval between the announcement of the degree results
and the award of diplomas may be reduced as much as possible.
We propose to-day to award diplomas to those graduates who
have obtained their degrees in 1959 up to the end of last month.
The Examinations represented are B.A., B.Sc., B.Sc (Agriculture),
B.Com., L.L.B., M.B.B.S. and Bachelor of Veterinary Science and
Animal Husbandry, M.A., M.Sc., M.Com., and D.Phil. Most of
the Masterate Examinations were held towards the end of 1958,
and their results announced early in 1959. The M.B.B.S. Dggree

- will be awarded to those candidates who after passing the final
examination have completed the course of Practical Clinical
Instruction to the satisfaction of the Executive Council.

Our University is now about twelve years old having been
founded in January 1948. This period is comparatively a short
one in the life of a university which takes decades for its full-

gedged development. Thanks to the generosity of the State

overnment, the Government of India and the University Grants
Commission, the University has been able to rear its framework
both on the academic and constructional side, providing ample
scope for expansion as funds come in.

Teaching at the postgraduate level is imparted in twenty
subjects, and the number of students admitted to the university
classes comes up to nearly 1,700, while there are about 23,000
students in the affiliated colleges. Research work in both
Humanities and Science is being done by members of the
University staff and the staffs of the affiliated colleges, and the
results have been accepted for publication in learned journals.
The University has adopted the scheme of publishing its journal
in two parts, one for Humanities and the other for Science; and
the articles published in the recent issues have been admitted to
be of a high order.

Several extra-curricular research schemes are implemented

ynder the ausyices of the University : Arecanut Scheme, Argof
598 ¢ FYFIR Gt



Production Scheme, Pine-apple Scheme, and researches on the
study of the factors influencing the responses of excised pearoot
sanctions; a survey of the handloom industry in Assam, Tripura
and Manipur; collection of manuscripts; and promotion of folklore
and tribal culture. The Publication Bureau of the University
established last year has initiated measures for bringing out a
number of old classics. Several students have recently been
admitted to the degree of D.Phil. on the results of their researches
both in Arts and Science.

The problem of large failures in University examinations has
drawn the attention of the University. We have begun by probing
into the question of failures at the matriculation stage; and a
conference of the educational officers of the State Government,
university teachers and officers and other educationists,
convened by the university, met recently to examine the problem
and suggest remedial measures.

A new move in the realm of university education in India is the
Three-Year Degree Course. The necessity to fit the present system
with the new one has presented a problem of considerable
complexity. The Government of Assam in the Department of
Education has already taken steps to establish a number of Higher
Secondary Schools of eleven years; course at the end of which
students will take the Higher Secondary School Examination the
first of which is scheduled to be held in 1962 Matriculates under
the present system will have to pursue an one-year pre-University
Course to be able to join the Three year Degree Course, The
syllabii of the present degree course will have to be modified for
adjustment with the Three-year one. Intermediate Colleges,
desiring to present candidates for the Three year degree will have
to provide for the Pre-University course and be upgraded into
degree colleges. The University has decided to introduce the new
course from the session 1962-63; and committees have been
formed to draw up the syllabii. The colleges have been advised
to formulate their financial requirements and to approach the State
Government and the Government of India for allotment of funds.

The affiliated colleges represent an indispensable arm of the
university, and there are many directions in which their
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improvement is desired. The improvement of the prospects of the
teaching staff has been taken into consideration by the state
Government an the University Grants Commission; and a regular
scale of pay has been fixed for them. The number of colleges has
grown in recent years, and new ones are being established in
different parts of the State. The maintenance of close contacts
between the university and the affiliated colleges has become a
matter of growing necessity, and the university is considering the
adoption of measures to meet this necessity.

The constructional programme of the university is carried on
by the University Development Committee of which the
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Education Minister of Assam is the Ex-officio Chairman. The
university is thankful to the committee for having provided it with
the nucleus of buildings within a comparatively short time and to
the state and Central Governments, and also the University Grants
Commission, for allotting funds to carry out the construction
work. We are thankful to Dr. Deshmukh, Chairman of the U.G.C.,
for showing special consideration to our university by paying
adhoc grants towards the buildings which have been already
constructed. We are also thankful to our present Chairman of the
Development Committee, Shri Debeswar Sarmah, for prompt
action in arranging for the construction of seven Assam-type
hostels. Two of them have been completed and the rest are
nearing completion. Accommodation will be provided in these
hostels to about 350 boarders, and they will thus meet a pressing
problem of the university to a considerable extent.

The other building now under construction is the R.C. Library
building which is expected to be completed in about a year. Work
in connection with the construction of another R.C. building,
Science Block No. 1 for chemistry, has just begun. Work has also
been taken in hand for the construction of a hall for students
where they will rest during their recess from class lectures. The
construction of this building has been made possible by a
donation from the Reception Committee of the Indian National
Congress held at Gauhati in January 1958, and a grant from the
Government of Assam.

The picture of a Residential University will be completed only
when we would be able to bring all the elements together, and
offer proper amenities to the teachers, students and administrative
staff. The programme as far as it can be envisaged at present
includes the following works of construction : Senate House
Auditorium, Museum, Astronomical Observatory, University
Press Building, Examination Hall, Building for examination,
Records and Stores, Quarters tor Officers, Quarters for Office
Assistants, Quarters for Fourth Grade Employees, Market for the
Residents of Jalukbari, Canteen and Co-oprative Stores, Guest
House, a fully developed Playground, Stadium, Swimming Pool.
Cinema House, Building for the Telephone Exchange. Building
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for the State Bank of India, Washermen Colony, Harijan Colony,
and Imporvement of roads and culverts.

The University campus at Jalukbari is situated at a distance of
about six miles and a half from the town of Gauhati. The distance
is too long for pedestrians and cyclists, and a vast population of
students, teachers and University employees have to go to the
Jalukbari everyday from Gauhati. They have therefore to depend
solely on public conveyances. The Government of Assam have
very generously placed at the disposal of the University a number
of Transport Service Buses, and charged concession rates from
the passengers. The Brahmaputra Bridge which is now under
construction will necessitate the railway line to pass by the eastern
boundary of the University campus. A regular station or a sidipg
at a convenient point may, it is hoped to solve the transports
difficulty.

Lastly, I congratulate you, young graduates on the successful
termination of your academic journey. Some of you will pursue
your journey a little further to gather more laurels. The few years
that you have remained at the University will be remembered by
yqp ever afterwards. The learned speaker of this evening had, on
a $imilar occasion, quoted the words of an educational expert,
"The characteristic gift of a university is the gift of an interval...
Here is a period in which to look round upon the world and upon
oneself without the sense of an enemy at one’s back, or the
insistent pressure to make up one’s mind; a moment in which to
taste the mystery without the necessity of at once seeking a
solution.” And then the learned speaker observes, "This interval
comes once in a life time, and if it is lost or misused, it is lost or
misused for ever. There will be no such leisure in later life, no
such comparative remoteness from controversy and from
immediate purpose; not another such chance to acquire the kind
of wisdom which only a university can provide." (—
Convocation Address, Andhra University, 1956) I extend my
heartiest felicitations to you, young graduates, for properly
utilising this gift of an interval as is indicated by your success in
university examinations.

Now you will be entering into the arena of struggle and
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competition where the contest will be grim and unrelenting, and
the many roses of your dream and ambition will lose the lustre of
their petals in your impact with the world. Here again I will quote
the advice given by our learned speaker to university graduates
at Poona,— "What is your duty in milieus like these? To my mind,
it is to grit your teeth, clench your fists, brace your feet, gird up
your loins, and work and stint as you have never been taught to
do before."

A great deal of discomfort in your struggle for existence will
be mitigated if you cultivate a new outlook in your endeavours.
Instead of resting on your ears after your degree you should
augment qualifications, and prove by your earnestness and zeal
that you are capable of discharging responsibilities. Here again
I will quote the words of a former Chancellor of this university,
Shri Sriprakasa, uttered at the recent, convocation of the
Marathwada University, "Those who come out of the portals of
their universities after receiving their degrees search for avenues
of employment in those directions alone that have been
recognised and prescribed as the only ones that are right and
proper for them. When they do not succeed, they naturally feel
that nobody cares for them, and nobody needs them. Let us not
forget that our greatest need in life is to be needed by others; and
so long as we feel that others need us, we are happy and we
work."

The words reproduced above represent the sum-total of the
advice which ought to be remembered by our youths leaving the
portals of a university, coming as it does from two masterminds
and eminent sons of India. I will add only one word gathered from
my own experience as a teacher for more than forty years.

There are many amongst you, my young graduates, who are
imbued with a feeling that you have a distinct mission in life. This
feeling will weave a golden thread round your activities, animate
your thoughts and deeds, and enable you to face all
disappointments with calmness and fresh resolve. You are fire-
baptised as it were, and you will, from your own inward strength,
carve out your path of progress and fulfillment. That mission may
be a high and lofty one, like regeneration of mankind, alleviation
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of the miseries of your fellow human beings, and the discovery
of untrodden regions in earth and space of in the realm of truth.
The mission may also be a humble one, like growing two blades
where there was one, search for ways of progress in your own
limited environment, and bringing smiles of joy when sorrow
clouds the face. The greatest men of the world are born of this
matal, and no obstacle can retard them in their march to the
destined goal of their mission.

There are others who are not able to find out any set of purpose
for themselves. They take things as they come, and they refrain
from establishing a link between one activity and another. This
life of ours, however long lived it may be, is a tiny speck in the
ocean of eternity. It is the gréatest gift of heaven, and He has
adorned it in the words of the great thinker Thomas Paine, "With
a fair creation prepared to receive us the instant we are born a
world furnished to our hands, that cost us nothing. Is it we that
light up the sun, that pour down the rain, and fill the earth with
abundance? Whether we sleep or wake, the vast machinery of the
universe still goes on. Are these things, and the blessings they
inggcate in future, nothing to us?" Then, the question may be
asKed. should we not give something in return for the bounties we
have received at the hands of the Creator?

Just ponder over the vast potentiality which a man has got; the
only thing needed is the realisation that he has this vast
potentiality. There was Lord Buddha who set upon himself the task
of eliminating human sorrow; there was Mahapurush Sankardeva
who poured the nectar of love in the hearts of his fellow mortals;
there was Mahatma Gandhi who inspired his countrymen with
the gospel of Ahimsa or non-violence. They were after all men,
though supermen. You have the same spark which they
possessed. You have only to harness the latent energy in that
spark to illumine your actions so that you may leave the world
better than you saw it.

Surya Kumar Bhuyan
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FRTR | AE SYIR FAT WSS FrEFETs Soe Freea ey =
2R | FRE FTe] WAITS ey e sfifare (v S wicwei va 7't
@I TR Sfige ofSht R @RI | Reoraa qafee ferriiv amfae
Frederic Harrison-2 ©121t1 'WA 5't#, All our hopes of the future
depend on a sound understanding of the past. (The Meaning of
History)
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TR TTZA SIS <1 @ 2o wniers it e oy, cofew el
ToRIE 1% 07 AT HATS S T3 | i wifew B3 e Srdrzcd),
fog R (@ SR Ot SRy AfeE GRU! RIARTR R 7 ¢ fowe o
AR | AR (TR (I Pt 3R (v wiifine «ft et wrve erfisy e
TETOR SR} Sfere |

G SR DAy (4 il ©omeR JA Gfrwa Fweaas 5 fears
) o1e-ren- AR 1z afem fom ', cofom e e qi¥ad
ST TR TR, ST A9-NIS s FEmMA wen ffmg txfe
O TG IPNA TEOR W Fnonfy=ifoq I AT F1F o1
e ai s wcw oSt g ) avs HBWA @R 99w
frenfafers @8 T (Mo-cg-FEns-@rmeife 3fH i sk s
TR SRAFTPHT B A SAsATS! e e 12k | JFE-
Rf@bE svos 1B™S fiw1 Topography of the District of
Gorukhpur in Behar SITH 2§ G913 STE 3

“Immediately opposite to Bhagalpore, on the other side of the
Dewha, and in the district of Ghazeepore, is a very old ruin called
Khay-ra-gar, and evidently a fortress, which may contain thirty
acres, although part has suffered from the river. This place was
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built by Bhagodutt, King of Kamrup, when he came to the
assistance of Duryodhana, at the commencement of the iron age.
Not far from this post is a stone pillar, which is a mere cylinder,
with a small flat top, and totality destitute of elegance. There are
no traces of buildings round it, and a considerable portion is
probably sunk in the ground. It has contained a long inscription
in a ancient character which the Pandits cannot entirely read,
many of the letters being obsolete forms. The inscription is,
besides very much defaced, partly by the action of time, and
partly by some bigot having attempted to cut through the pillar
just in the middle of the inscription. This Lath or pillar, it is alleged,
was errected by Bhagodutt.” (Ancient Assam, Calcutta Review,
May, 1876, Vol. XLV, p. 515)

W AT SIS 9% TS (I G&H TG I T4 Ffiaa
fefaer ) w15 CIeares Fenz R FAEfeet | iR IR W i e |
M AR yeee? (AN W WE (AL FAT TS
A aft s g i 3 i | 1R syese 31 wfie e enRTE
e Frdia TS ot T | Fiegd Aers (! FER TR AR (TR
TR (AT (T SRR RN 12 AT, CIRAC SR Gk Fpdia e
T AT WRHSI AT (TG TES I (TR | IR (TIITH &
TTATH FIMAR WM M.A. Stein 51217 TFAWS FrTiaa @
erTARR-A ofF Tzt o

“Book II : Verse 147. By the advice of his father, Gopaditya,
Meghavahana went to the land of the King of Pragjyotisa who was
descended from the race of Visnu, for the Svayambar of that
King's daughter.

148. There in the presence of the king he received from the
Princess Amritaprabha the bride-groom's garland while the
parasol of Varuna cast its shade upon him.

149. By this sign the people know his future greatness as by
the west wind the gathering of the clouds.

150. Because this parasol, which, King Naraka had carried
away from Varuna, cast its shade on no one but a sovereign of the
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whole Globe.

Book III : Verse 9, Meghavahana's queen Amritaprabha caused
a lofty Vihara called Amritbhavana to be constructed for the
benefit of foreign Bhiksus.

10. The spiritual guide of her father, who had come from a
foreign country called Loh, and who in the language of that
country was designated as 'Stunpa’ built the stupa called Lo-
stonpa.”

CTRRIZR YA 1S BTN ST SUSH TS (ST 3 2RATH
FoifSTH 51 31 o IR SIR-Sesirea st «1R Frmaelter = 1R arw
TR ST T, g FPAAS T SRR (TRIS (2T 1wy
IR I -1 AR AR (RIS It ST TS 7116 3R |
D7 =B *fors FMiea =S TEitis s iioR aused! '@ T=r
Taq o fifte 3R =i amenSas smisft 2, g 2ars g i (o6
fawrfs &'a Riface |

IR ST P A | SRS TSR TS ST THESIR BT
wifeEt | PR SFAAAE TG ST (e FHG THRE A1 e oW
wffee | IR F0E 2T P, S Tsuer TS A
(TR RS - Fcdrel iR 3%t e Sorgra w1 @ w W f
FENfEE | TR AT THRETE (TR 8

“My master Bhaskaravarman, in his endeavour to add
substance to his message has fulfilled the destiny of this umbrella
derived from Varuna, a family heirloom— Abhoga its name, —
by consigning it to a worthy charge. It manifests many
wondermoving miracles ...whose, like Varuna, is or is to be
sovereign of the four— acans, him and no other does it honour
with its shade.” (Bana's Harsa-Charita, trans. by Cowell, Book
VII).
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“Bhaskarvarman was a lover of learning, men of ability came
from afar to study him (Hiuen-tsang) ...The fame of Assam for
learning continued for some centuries more down to the days of
Sankara.” (History of Mediaeval Hindu India, Vol. I, p. 30)
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“Goalpara was originally included in the ancient Hindu
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Kingdom of Kamarupa, which is mentioned in the
Mahabharata, and which at one time occupied North Eastern
Bengal and a greater part of what is now known as the Province
of Assam.” (Assam District Gazetteers, Goalpara, p.16).

(T 4. SH-ATS a1 (MEHBTAS (AR T 2

“Rangpur was originally included, together with Assam,
Manipur, Jaintia, Cachar and part of Mymensingh and Sylhet, in
the kingdom of Kamarupa or Pragjyotish. The Karatoya river
forming the boundary between that dominion and Matsya or
Bengal. One of its earliest rulers, Raja Bhagadatta espoused the
side of Durjodhana, in the war of the Mahabharata and was slain
by Arjun. The name of Rangpur is alleged to be connected tvith
the fact that this monarch possessed a country residence on the
banks of the Ghaghat, Rangpur being explained as equivalent to
'‘Rangapur’ the 'place of pleasure' or the ‘city of delights'. There
is another Rangpur to the south of Sibsagar in Assam which also
lays claim to this distinction. Pargana Pairaband, which lies south
#d west from the Ghaghat, a few miles only from Rangpur town,
is said to be named after Pairavati, a daughter of Bhagadatta, who
held it as an appanage.” (Eastern Bengal District Gazetteers, by
J.A. Vas, p. 19).

(@.q%. 522N TAsiRoRR crebire ue :

“In prehistoric times Jalpaiguri district formed part of the
kingdom of Pragjyotisha. or as it was afterwards called
Kamarupa, which is extended as far west as the Karatoya River.
The third of the Assam kings. mentioned in the Yogini-Tantra,
the first of whom flourished in the first century A.D. was
Jalpeshwar. According to one legend the Jalpeslinga appeared
first in his time and he built a temple on the sight of the present
temple at Jalpes. The next king mentioned by tradition is Prithu
Raja, the extensive remains of whose capital may still be seen at
Bhitagarh, south of the road from Jalpaiguri to Titalya. After him
we hear of a prince named Dharmapal, who is said to have ruled
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West Kamrup up to the Brahmaputra, traces of his rule can still
be found in the Cooch Behar State.” (Eastern Bengal District
Gazetteers, Jalpaiguri, by J.F. Gruning, p.18)

Bengal District Gazetteers, Mymensingh by F. A. Sachse (p.
22) sffers @R ¢

“At the time of the Mahabharata, Mymensingh formed part
of Pragjyotish, which 3000 years later in Buddhist times was
known as Kamrup. The western boundary of Kamrup was
Karatoya river, which still runs out of Nepal parallel to the Atrai
through Rungpur and Pabna; so the present bed of Jamuna and
considerable strips of the Rajshahi Division district as well as the
northern paraganas of Mymensingh must have been included in
Kamrup.”

O TIR=A OrY1 A'H (T 1A B I o wferafa wpm
+OrR T AR, TA-RofR oty —a% fofaem foem s
7@ | AB N BT} S LIS ) T TSR FACSRN TS 4] 34
7zfen | enfErefera FaTort o Mo S0 7w o, Ry b= Faror
- wfs e s | afewma AR e wrrne #fats e
wifee, IR FaroR! Meerets fofied (3fk az= wifea | Riyazu-s-
Salatin JITN 2g WR :

“The Karatoya river must have been much larger in 1203 A.D.
when Bakhtiyar Khiliji marched along its banks on his invasion
of Tibet for it is said— "He was guided to a country, the town
where of is called Abardhan. Facing that town flows a river which
in its depth and breadth is thrice as much as the river Ganges.™
(Riyazu-s-Salatin, tr. by Abdus Salam, quoted in the Rungpur
Gazetteer, p.8)
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“In the time of Maharaja Naranarayan, Cooch Behar was an
extensive kingdom, and comprised, in addition to the little State
of Cooch Behar of the present day, almost the whole of Northern
Bengal, Bhutan and Assam, as well as the modern State of Kachar,
Jaintia, Manipur and Tiperah, and up to the coast of the Bay of
Bengal. Naranaranyan was decidedly the most powerful of kings
of the large extent of the country which once formed the Hindu
Kingdom of Kamrupa.” (The Cooch Behar State by Harendra
Narayan Chaudhury, p.232)
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“Shakespeare is the grandest thing we ever yet had done. For
our honour among foreign nations, as an ornament to our English
hifisehold, what item is there that we would not surrender rather
than him? Consider now, if they asked us, will you give up your
Indian Empire, or your Shakespeare, you English never have had
any Indian Empire or never have had any Shakespear? Really it
were a grave question. Official persons would answer doubtless
in official language : but we, for our part too, should not we be
forced to answer : Indian Empire; or no Indian Empire, we cannot
do without Shakespear. India will go at any rate, some day; but
this shakespeare does not go, he lasts forever with us; we cannot
give up our Shakespeare.” (Hero and Hero Worship : 'The Hero
as a man of Letters')
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“Four years had elasped since the conquest of Kachar and
Jayantia, when Swargodeo summoned a general assembly of his
nobles at Rungpoor. He expatiated on his brilliant success in
every part of the neighbouring countries, and proposed
expedition into that part of Bengal which borders on the Korotoya
river and was formerly in the possession of his ancestors. The
Gohains, Borowas. Phukons declared their alacrity to proceed to
the reduction of the country as far as the Korotoya river, and their
confidence of success. Under the king's auspicious banners which
had enabled them to subdue the kingdom of Kachar, Jayanta and
Naga...
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In this manner the king sent ambassadors to all Nawabs
(Nababs) and princes of Bengal with letters expressed in the
following terms:

"We formerly possessed the provinces on the side of the
Korotoya river and we are now desirous to resume them. Do not
prove inimical to us. If we remain friendly everything will
succeed. Be yours the countries, the Government and mine the
name. Act in a manner to preserve peace. Fear not our approach;
send firendly answers respecting your welfare without delay.”

Swargodeo ordered Seosingha and his four sons to attend him
in person and after embracing them with parental tenderness
addressed them in the following terms:

"Take your seats; remain in firendship; you wall be monarchs
in your turns. Nothing will succeed if you are inimical to one
another. If any attempts are made to place you at variance, and
many will be made, listen not to suggestions of that kind, but
remain united. I had formerly two (?) brothers but listening to the
suggestions of the enemies drove away the younger. 1 now
perceive my error; continue therefore in friendship, and all your
pursuits will succeed; if you prove enemies, nothing. Old and
voung you shall all be kings successively. I have subdued the
countries that surround my dominions. 1 proposed the reduction
of the provinces contiguous to the Korotoya river, but my design
will perish with me, for who will be found capable to pursue my
plans.” (An Account of Assam, by J.P. Wade, F.A.S.B., 1799-
1800)
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“Some, from their imperfect acquaintance with the Assamese
language, have contended that the Bengali the medium of
istruction in Bengal, ought also to be adopted in Assam. Others,
again better aquainted with the comparative difference between
the Bengali and Assamese languages, have been led to take a
more correct view of the subject and have expressed their
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conviction of the necessity of strictly adhering to the Assamese
as the most successful means of education. Unfortunately,
however, for our country, those in whose hands the management
and control of public instruction are entrusted, have been of the
former opinion. They have been led to believe that the Assamese
and the Bengali are one and the same language, and have
accordingly, during the last ten or twelve years, introduced
Bengali into our schools, as the vernacular language of the
country.

The time, however, appears to have now arrived, when it
seems necessary that the Government (as its attention is daily
directed towards devising fresh measures for new and important
improvements) should be apprized of the injuries that have
resulted from the adoption of a foreign language in imparting
education, and administering justice of the Assamese and that we
should no longer suffer the existing misconceptions as to the
identity of the Assamese and Bengali language to remain
uéefuled; but that we should appeal to the judgement of the
public and of the Government, for maintenance of that right, of
which we conceive, we have been unjustly deprived by errors and
misconceptions; we allude to our right to use our native language,
both in the education of the people and in the dispensation. of
justice.

Here we may as, why have not the Assamese been able to
improve their own literature, or create one for themselves in the
same manners, as the Bengali have done? Our reply is, that he
dissemination of European knowledge, and enlightened ideas of
the present age among native population, is alone likely to lead
to any marked improvement on the ancient literature of the
country; and the communication of a knowledge of the modern
arts and sciences in a native dress, is the best and only means of
raising a useful and profitable library for the Assamese.” (A Few
Remarks on the Assamese Language and on Vernacular
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Education in Assam, by Anandaram Dhekial Phukan, pages |-
2, 52).
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Stqe VTS 231f“S A Report on the District of Rungpur 73
oS (e srgra fAfere ¢ “A long list might be procured, giving
terms peculiar to the district of Rungpur which are probably
derived from Assam district.”
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“The indigenous inhabitants of Rungpure are the Koch and
other allied Kamrup tribes, who founded the last local dynasty
previous to the erruption of the Mahommedans. and their marked
Mongol physiognomy is unmistakable in all the portion of the
district which lies round about Cooch Behar. In Buchanan's time,
thg Kamrup tribes numbered half of the Hindu inhabitants of
G8vindgunge; but the line of demarcation has now been pushed
further north. Above a line drawn about thirty miles north of
Rungpore town, west of the Teesta, the women of the common
people wear the old Kamrup dress which ffers a marked contrast
to the common 'saree’ of Bengal. It consists of a square piece of
colored, indigo-striped passed under the arms and round the back.
so as to cross in front where the upper corners are tucked in.
leaving the head and shoulders bare and reaching to the knees
below. All the women, Hindus and Mahommedans alike, dress in
this fashion and they also attend the markets and transact the
buying and selling. to the almost total exclusion of the men.” (A
Report on the District of Rungpore. by E.G. Glazier. p.6).
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“Gopichandra succeeded to the vacant guddee, but he did not
govern; Minavati would not so readily part with her authority.
She provided him with hundred wives, and when he grew tired
of their embraces his mother persuaded him to dedicate his life
to religion... A poem called Sivar-Git, sung by yogi bards, and
recounting the lamentations of Gopie's numerous wives at his
departure, was said to be popular in Kamrup at the beginning of
this country; an indication that the rule of the Pal kings included
that province as well as Rungpore.” (page 10)
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Wifsradin FAfA-toumnrs witg (AR 5R AT 1Fme Seterer Tifb «FrRt
a1 alluvial, 3 &fS 3% sffenrs (452 77 1 2aR AR e
e 1ol s 1iefi A =nf <fe S T teaTe iR frefk |
% TGTS! T TS T FLATYIR T0Z, S TG 2w 2
g TR e 2 » Wif e 53R o TE-ifisy wi TEe-oR
wwa (MRTY | BET-+fon wwers Tz 1 Beb oAfra (AfS-21fS e
B (WiRTE STt [eaaed Az G (AR

Yo e eif5 GRS o TSCHE T} “H1y Toe SR |
% 7% TN T 90 3 - wfrg o Wb ez & s
AR (FEG 02fe | 1 (iR 9% 139 0 HTaI+iTea SRy (ke e
ofefan a1e sl IS Teren e Bew A txfest | 92 Rerw Extinct
Civilisation of the East Rty 2I¥S Wk :

“The great country, the "Land of the Chaldees" in the Old
Testament, had been named Babilu. "The Gate of God", by the
Assyrians Babilu, or "Babel"”, meaning the same as Kadi-mirra,
which was the name given to the capital of the monarchy in the
voriginal language. The obvious cause of the early population here
was the alluvial soil spread over a wide, flat plain by the Euphrates
and Tigris. The fertility and ease tillage attracted generations of
squatter settlers, and cultivators from the first beginning of human
life on our planet. The southern part of this region according to
geologists, has been won from the sea: the twin rivers having
brought down from the Armenian mountains abundant and
constant supply of deposit, as not only fertilize the whole valley,
but gradually convert the head of the Persian Gulf into splendid
farms and gardens.” (Extinct Civilisation of the East, by R.E.
Anders, Chapter 2, Chaldea and Babylonia, pp. 24-25)

89TS (511 (IR alluvial soil fertility and ease of tillage.
abundant and constant supply of deposit from neighbouring
mountains —I%7IA Y WF AT ST Coers Jifeet 7 2 IS
TR eI SRR A (RTIIIR #A173, SIS TR (3t (2R SR
T, IR OIS S [RRCG (VRI-ICAR AZ, W ] (IR 7
R sfaem w3, GIREIE o1 7iR | St (ot wwer Wz R
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TR S ST Safea Sl speaned $a «I1a | ForerRE S
72 WIfS ST i R AR B w3 31 1R | TR TSRS SR
ZRI-H1R] WA FIETS ASTOA AT ZRA Gz wifew @ 42 Wy
BT MU ot R 3fer wnsrs wife wfacdt ) adien o comman o
Fo1re! TS «fb TeTeR Gire tafe, TR Rar g 2 s (R
: “We must go back to a period beyond the boundary line of
legitimate history for the earliest mention of Assam; for there can
be no doubt that properly organised state existed in this region
long before the struggle between Brahminist and Budhist
illustrated in the Mahabharata, and that in those remote times,
Assam had a powerful voice in the affairs of the Indian continent.”
(Calcutta Review, Vol. XIV, May, 1867, p. 510)
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Seven Hindrances.
Some Literary Reminiscences.
Men I have Met.
w=z1fre Bound up Volume :
. A Book of Appreciation. )
4. Story of my life, Chapter I, childhood and education.
. Bound up Volume containing papers’ of
Dr. S.K. Bhuyan relating to the establishment
of Gauhati University, January 1948.
b (%W, G SRl |

L A X (¢

*20¢



5. AN, SL-9) WB/>Y |

so. Bibliography of the works of Dr. S.K. Bhuyan
(Compiled by the author).
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(Bibliography)
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